INSIGHT

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Mubhittin Ataman

Ankara Yildinm Beyazit University

ASSISTANT EDITOR BOOK REVIEW EDITOR
Ali Balci Ibrahim Efe
Sakarya University Kilis 7 Aralik University
MANAGING EDITOR ASSISTANT TO EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Mehmet Nuri Altun Gloria Shkurti
SETA SETA
PUBLISHER

SETA Foundation for Political, Economic and Social Research

ADVISORY BOARD

Fahrettin Altun Ibn Haldun University, Giilnur Aybet Bahcesehir University, Azmi Bishara Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies, Ali
Carkoglu Kog University, Beril Dedeoglu Galatasaray University, Burhanettin Duran Ibn Haldun University, Fawaz Gerges London
School of Economics, Nursin Atesoglu Giiney Yildiz Technical University, Farid Hafez University of Salzburg, Sitkrii Hanioglu Princeton
University, Metin Heper Bilkent University, Kemal Inat Sakarya University, Aristotle Kallis Lancaster University, Saban Kardas TOBB
University of Economics and Technology, Fuat Keyman Sabana University, Mustafa Kibaroglu MEF University, Ian Lesser The German
Marshall Fund, Malik Mufti Tufts University, Basheer M. Nafi Aljazeera Centre for Studies, Ziya Onis Kog University, Mesut Ozcan Turkish
Diplomacy Academy, Tobias Schumacher College of Europe, Dmitri Trenin The Camegie Moscow Center, Ali Resul Usul istanbul Medipol
University, Ramazan Yildirim istanbul University

PRINTING HOUSE: Turkuvaz Haberlesme ve Yaymcilik A.§., Akpinar Mah. Hasan Basri Cad. No: 4,
Sancaktepe, Istanbul/Turkey o Tel: +90.216.585-9000

On behalf of SET VAKFI Iktisadi Isletmesi (2008) owned by Burhanettin Duran / ISSN 1302-177X

The views expressed therein, remain the sole responsibility of the authors; they do not
represent the view of the Editorial Board or the SETA Foundation. All Rights Reserved.

Insight Turkey is a peer-reviewed journal indexed by the following databases and indexes: Bibliography of Asian Studies, Columbia
International Affairs Online (CIAO), EBSCO, Elsevier Bibliographic Databases, European Sources Online (ESO), GALE-Cengage,
Gender Studies Database, Index Islamicus, International Bibliography of Book Reviews of Scholarly Literature in the Humanities
and Social Sciences (IBR), International Bibliography of Periodical Literature in the Humanities and Social Sciences (IBZ), Interna-
tional Bibliography of the Social Sciences (IBSS), International Political Science Abstracts (IPSA), Lancaster Index to Defence and
International Security Literature, Left Index, Middle East & Central Asian Studies, Russian Academy of Sciences Bibliographies,
Scopus, Social Services Abstracts, Sociological Abstracts, Worldwide Political Science Abstracts, World Affairs Online (WAO).

EDITORIAL OFFICE
Nenehatun Caddesi No: 66 GOP/Cankaya, 06700 Ankara/Turkey
Tel: +90.312.551-2100 ¢ Fax: +90.312.551-2190
editor@insightturkey.com « www.insightturkey.com



Contents
SPRING 2017 < VOLUME 19 NO. 2

Editor’s Note
4

COMMENTARIES

Turkish Foreign Policy under the AK Party
MESUT OZCAN
9

Reforming Turkey’s Democracy
MEHMET UCUM
21

Anti-Turkey Sentiment in Europe during the Referendum Process
KEMAL iNAT
43

Deciphering the Mindset behind the anti-Turkey Bias in European Reporting
KLAUS JURGENS
63

Asia Heading Rightward: Embarking on a New Era
MOHAMMAD MAKRAM
79

ARTICLES

The Political Economy of AK Party Rule in Turkey: From a Regulatory
to a Developmental State?
MUSTAFA YAGCI
89

Thorny Relations with the EU under AK Party Rule: Challenges and Prospects
FARUK TEKSEN
115

Rise and Fall of the AK Party’s Kurdish Peace Initiatives
TALHA KOSE
139



15 Years of AK Party Rule: An Evaluation in Terms of Health and Health Policies
HASAN HUSEYiN YILDIRIM
167

Transformation of the Ennahda Movement from Islamic Jamauh to Political Party
RAMAZAN YILDIRIM
189

Re-evaluating Iran-Egypt Relations: A Look at the Evolving Geopolitical Context

MAHMOOD MONSHIPOURI and ANTHONY ZAMARY
215

REVIEW ARTICLE

What Constitutes the State’s Culture of Political Violence?
JOANNA RAK
231

BOOK REVIEWS

The Economic Transformation of Turkey:
Neoliberalism and State Intervention
NILGUN ONDER
Reviewed by Jaroslav Dvorak
239

The Ottoman Culture of Defeat: The Balkan Wars
and Their Aftermath
EYAL GINIO
Reviewed by Ozan Ahmet Cetin
241

Iran and Russian Imperialism: The Ideal

Anarchists, 1800-1914
MORITZ DEUTSCHMANN
Reviewed by Saeed Shokoohi
243

Multilateralism in the 21 Century: Europe’s
Quest for Effectiveness
CAROLINE BOUCHARD ETAL.
Reviewed by Ebru Dalgakiran
245

Identities and Foreign Policies in Russia, Ukraine
and Belarus: The Other Europes
STEPHEN WHITE and VALENTINA FEKLYUNINA
Reviewed by Muhammet Kocak
247

Democratic Institutions and Authoritarian Rule
in Southeast Europe
DANLJELA DOLENEC
Reviewed by Ankur Yadav
249

The Courtiers of Civilization: A Study of
Diplomacy
SASSON SOFER
Reviewed by Onur Erpul
251

Investigating Terrorism: Current Political, Legal
and Psychological Issues
JOHN PEARSE
Reviewed by Costenar Cristian-Mihai
254

States in Disguise: Causes of State Support
for Rebel Groups
BELGIN SAN-AKCA
Reviewed by Matthew Ncube
257

Stratejik Istihbarat ve Ulusal Giivenlik
MERVE SEREN
Reviewed by Murat Aslan
259



EDITOR’S NOTE

MUHITTIN ATAMAN

Turkey has been experiencing a transformation process since the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union and the end of the Cold War. Then President
of Turkey, Turgut Ozal, instigated a program of change; however, his
successors failed to continue the process. Throughout the 1990s, Turkey
was trapped into unstable coalition governments and it was unable to
initiate a large-scale reform package. It was when the AK Party came to
power in 2002 that Turkey initiated a comprehensive program for the
reconstruction of the state.

The AK Party, under the leadership of Recep Tayyip Erdogan, has been rul-
ing Turkey for 15 years as the dominant party. The party has won all consec-
utive general (2002, 2007, 2011, June 2015, November 2015) and local elec-
tions (2004, 2009, 2014). Additionally, it won three constitutional referendums
(2007, 2010, 2017) and the only presidential election held until now (2014).
The governments established by the AK Party undertook extensive and radical
political, economic and social reforms, which have contributed to the democ-
ratization and economic development of the country.

As a result of many substantial and comprehensive reform packages, the
country and Turkish people have been experiencing substantial change in all
spheres of political and social life. Turkey has restructured both its foreign and
domestic policies. The AK Party governments began to pursue a more diver-
sified and multi-dimensional foreign policy by reinitiating its close relations
with neighboring countries and reaching distant and neglected regions of the
world. Turkey undertook the negotiation process of the EU full-membership
and developed a more realistic relationship with the EU institutions.

In order to get rid of the tutelage exercised by the bureaucracy, such as the
military and judiciary, and to strengthen the democratic institutions, signifi-
cant democratization and civilianization steps were taken in domestic politics.
Political openings and processes were initiated to provide a solution of the lin-
gering domestic political and social problems. After the expansion of ethnic,
religious and cultural diversity, various sections of the Turkish society such as
the Kurds, Alevis, Romani, and non-Muslims began to claim their identities
more freely.
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The Turkish economy underwent a huge transformation during the AK
Party period. After completing many structural reforms, Turkey experienced
an enormous increase in total national income, national per capita income,
growth rate and exports. One of the most noteworthy developments achieved
by the AK Party administration is their success in the realization of world-scale
infrastructure projects such as tunnels, bridges, roads, airports, hospital com-
plexes, universities and public schools. Ultimately, Turkey under the AK Party
governments widened its economic geography and decreased its economic
dependence on foreign resources and actors.

In spite of various detrimental developments such as a number of challenges in
domestic politics —the Gezi Park protests, December 15 and 25 judicial oper-
ations, the heinous July 15 coup attempt, the world economic crisis and the
regional crises, Turkey has succeeded in maintaining its political stability and
has grown to become one of the biggest 20 economies in the world. In spite
of criticism from some countries, Turkey is considered as a key player on the
international scene as it contributes to both regional stability and to global
discussions.

The Spring 2017 issue of Insight Turkey aims at analyzing some of the most
debated issues during the 15 years rule of the AK Party. Foreign and domes-
tics policies, political economy, Turkey-EU relations and the Kurdish issue are
among the topics discussed in this issue.

Mesut Ozcan’s commentary presents a general framework of Turkey’s foreign
policy during the AK Party rule. Ozcan brings attention to the diversified areas
and tools of Turkish foreign policy used by the AK Party to address the standing
issues. April 16, 2017 has been one of the main challenges for the AK Party rule.
The referendum can be considered as a turning point for the domestic affairs in
Turkey and the AK Party’s victory will help in reforming the democracy. Meh-
met Ugum examines in details the main changes after the referendum and how
these adjustments will lead Turkey towards a full democratic political system.

Besides the commentaries, this issue comprises four articles that focus on some
of the main policies undertaken by the AK Party governments. Mustafa Yagci
considers in details Turkey’s economic development and challenges in the last
15 years. According to Yagci, the policies undertaken during the AK Party rule
have made it possible for the Turkish economy to firmly withstand several
internal and external shocks. However, the author states that the Turkish gov-
ernments have to follow a developmentalist discourse due to some challenges
that Turkey has faced recently and he provides some recommendations that
can be taken into consideration for future developments.

The EU-Turkey relation has passed through a thorny path in these years, as
the next author suggests. In his article, Faruk Teksen analyzes the relationship
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between Turkey and the EU under successive AK Party governments, along
with political and social reflections, by focusing on the main turning points
and considering the development of relations in the long-run of politics. The
article by Talha Kose provides a thorough analysis of the Kurdish Reconcilia-
tion Process. Kose focuses mainly on the main challenges and shortcomings of
the process and contends that the major determinant that blocked the Recon-
ciliation Process was the ongoing civil wars in Syria and Iraq.

The last article related to the main theme of this issue focuses on the health
policies undertaken by the AK Party government. Health policies have been
fundamental for the AK Party and this topic requires to be analyzed in depth.
Hasan Huseyin Yildirim states that the AK Party government has improved
almost all components of Turkey’s health system over the course of their 15-year
tenure and these improvements have contributed positively to the prosperity
of Turkish society. Furthermore, Yildirim presents some recommendations for
the future policies in this area.

Three oft-topic commentaries and two off-topic articles complete the dossier of
this issue. The commentaries of Kemal Inat and Klaus Jurgens through specific
examples analyze the stance of the Western media towards the latest develop-
ments in Turkey. While Jurgens analyses the issue from the perspective of a
journalist with a special focus on the reaction of the Western journalists and
the forces behind that, inat highlights mainly the reaction and the hypocrisy of
the Western politicians before and after the April 16 referendum.

The transformation of the Ennahda Movement from a religious movement to
a political party is an underestimated topic. Ramazan Yildirim in his article
provides a comprehensive historical perspective of this transformation with a
special focus on the Ennahda’s leader, Rached Ghannouchi, who has played a
crucial role in this transformation. The last article, co-authored by Mahmood
Monshipouri and Anthony Zamary, looks at the evolving geopolitics in terms
of Iran-Egypt relations. The authors examine the long and complicated path of
Egypt and Iran rapprochement and they note the external factors that impact
this relationship, such as Egypt’s economic dependency on rich Arab countries.

This issue of Insight Turkey traces the difficult path through which the
AK Party has passed in the last 15 years. With wide ranging commen-
taries and articles there is generated a general framework of the main
issues, challenges, opportunities and victories of the AK Party. We are
confident that this issue will provide an important source of scholarship
for those interested in Turkey’s foreign and domestic policies. @
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