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aging Kurdish nationalism and are highly
critical of Turkish Islamic movements for
being insensitive to the Kurdish suffering.
The Kurdish Islamists have autonomous
organizational bases with substantial grass-
roots support and pursue their own ideo-
logical goals. For instance, they organized
a huge rally in Diyarbakir in support of
Hamas on January 4, 2009. Not surpris-
ingly, the PKK and its ancillary organiza-
tions are greatly concerned with the Kurd-
ish Islamists’ influence and the competition
between two forces has occasionally turned
violent. In this context, it is important to
analyze the broader implications of the
competition between Kurdish secular and
Islamist nationalists.

The real value of Blood, Beliefs and Bal-
lots lies in its successful portrayal of the di-
versity of the positions participating in the
extensive public debate about the Kurdish
question in Turkey. This book makes it clear
that neither the Turkish state nor the Kurd-
ish nationalist movement is a homogenous
entity pursuing well-defined and rigid po-
litical agendas. The interaction among the
Turkish and Kurdish political actors and
their attempts to influence public opinion
in Turkey and international actors remains
central to any scholarly understanding of
the contemporary evolution of the Kurdish
question.

Giines Murat Tezciir,
Loyola University Chicago
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Turkish Politics in a Changing World,
consisting of articles written by Keyman
and Onis discusses Turkey’s political pro-
cess without ignoring the significance of
external dynamics. It therefore examines
the changes and transformations brought
about by Turkey’s modernization and de-
mocratization processes under the influ-
ence of regional and global developments
by paying particular attention to the inter-
actions of local, regional, global agents and
dynamics.

Keyman and Onis put forward the argu-
ment that Turkey constitutes an important
case for studying alternative modernization

Insight Turkey Vol. 12/ No. 2/ 2010

paths in the post-9/11 period in which the
discourse of “clash of civilizations” - re-
garding Islam as an antithesis of modernity
and liberal democracy - is determinant. On
the one hand, they consider Turkey to be
successful in establishing an infrastructure
of modernity. On the other hand, they em-
phasize Turkey’s failure in making moder-
nity democracy-oriented and multicultural
with a stable and sustainable economy. Yet,
in spite of this weakness, Keyman and Onis
assert that Turkey has become an impor-
tant actor in the post-9/11 world.

Inserting Turkey-European Union re-
lations into their framework, the authors
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claim that the developments which re-
sulted in the opening of full accession ne-
gotiations with Turkey on October 3, 2005
cannot be explained without taking into
consideration the increasing importance of
Turkey after the September 11 attacks. In
this period, as part of its efforts to restruc-
ture the Middle East, the US approached
Turkey with the aim of presenting it as a
model country in the region. With regard
to Turkey-European Union relations, the
authors also pay attention to the indirect
significance of the division that the 2003
Iraqi war triggered among the European
Union’s countries. They argue that the fu-
ture of Turkey-EU relations will depend
not only on Turkeys economic stability
and democratization, but also on the Eu-
ropean Union’s decision concerning its role
and agency in the post-9/11 world. In this
context, the authors point out the potential
for reciprocal contribution in bilateral rela-
tions: while the European Union can help
Turkey consolidate its democracy and be-
come a multicultural society, Turkey can
contribute to the European Union’s efforts
to transform itself into a global actor.

The book draws attention to the AK
Party’s emergence as an agent voicing so-
cietal demands based on social justice and
economic growth in a period in which
economic problems such as inequality and
social injustice were on the rise due to the
exposure of Turkey’s economy to the global
market since the 1980s, and the political
system was largely characterized by cor-
ruption, clientelism and democratic defi-
ciencies. According to Keyman and Onis,
the AK Party’s communitarian-liberal syn-
thesis successfully reconciled “the free mar-
ket with community values, religious be-

liefs, societal norms, and local traditions.”
Within this framework, they consider the
AK Party’s emphasis on urgent economic
problems, social justice, and particularly
democracy as a fundamental basis for long-
term solutions to Turkey’s major problems,
as the secrets to its success. As Keyman and
Onis note, these points also constitute the
AK Party’s keys to convincing the public
that it is a more center-right party than an
Islamist one.

As far as the failure of the CHP is con-
cerned, in contrast to the success of the AK
Party, the authors indicate that the CHP
has made many mistakes. First, it appears
oblivious to the economic problems Turkey
faces. Second, it remains very dependant
on the tradition of Turkish statism. And
finally, its behavior toward small and medi-
um-sized enterprises can only be described
as lukewarm, and it continually overlooks
their demands. Keyman and Onis also un-
derline the fact that the CHP, ignoring local
demands, remains uninterested vis-a-vis
the issues of democratic reform and Euro-
pean Union membership.

Keyman and Onis announce that Tur-
key should decide either to transform its
state-society relations into a democratic
form, or to surrender itself to Turkish na-
tionalism. This assessment, which is still
valid today, focuses on the fact that there
is “a strong societal will and demand for
making Turkey an economically stable,
democratically governed and culturally
pluralist society” They argue that this “will
and demand” emerged as a reaction against
the existing political and economical sys-
tem for the first time in the 1999 national
election, which left many parties outside
of parliament. This strong reaction became
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more concrete via the 2002 election which
established the saliency of the AK Party as
an important domestic agent.

Emphasizing the burgeoning global-
ization process and the decline of national
sovereignty in the post-9/11 period, Key-
man and Onis provide a basis for the ratio-
nal assessment of actual political develop-
ments, such as the “Kurdish move” and the
“Armenia move.” Notably, there are some
attempts today to consider these kinds of
democratic movements as an imposition of
the US or other foreign actors. Analyzing
Turkey’s political process in the intersec-
tion of global and local dynamics can pre-
vent us from such simplifications.

It is also notable that Keyman and Onis
draw attention to the existence of a dilem-
ma confronting the AK Party: “either, it will
choose to alienate its core Islamist support-
ers by choosing to relegate their claims for
cultural recognition into the background,

or it will face the charge from key segments
of the Turkish state and society that it is ulti-
mately an identity-based party and its claim
to being a political movement of the center
is not a genuine claim” This consideration
can be important for some part of the so-
ciety, particularly Kemalists / authoritarian
elite, with regard to their attitude towards
the AK Party. Nevertheless, I think that
the party, from the 2002 to today, is faced
with a more important dilemma: either, it
will adopt and advocate for all claims for
cultural recognition and therefore demon-
strate that it is an agent aiming at the con-
solidation of democracy in Turkey, or it will
obey the status quo which is state-centric,
authoritarian, and nationalistic. It is crucial
to define the AK Party’s dilemma in such a
manner in order to correctly put Turkey’s
actual change and transformation process
into words.

Jillide Karakog, Ankara University
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It is a truism of contemporary social
thought that modernity is not singular in
its trajectories, but multiple. One especially
significant element in the “multiple mo-
dernities” perspective concerns religion.
Whereas two generations ago, most schol-
ars assumed that modernization brought
about the gradual privatization and decline
of religion, it is now recognized that reli-
gion’s development in modern societies can
be highly varied. Western Europe may be a
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deeply secular place, but the United States
is not. The revitalization of religion seen
in Muslim, Hindu, and southern Christian
lands, then, represents not an “anti-mod-
ern” reaction, but one more illustration of
the multiple pathways to the modern.

The contributors to this volume adopt
a variant of this multiple modernities ap-
proach to the study of the refiguration of
“social imaginaries” in the contemporary
Muslim world. The editor, Amyn B. Sajoo,
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