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YuGgosLavia was established after
World War I as the Serbian-Croa-
tian-Slovenian Kingdom. Although
the name of the newly-founded e
state bore the names of Croatians
and Slovenians, the administra-
tion until World War II remained
primarily under Serbian rule. Even
the change of the country’s name in
1929 to Yugoslavia (the Land of the South-
ern Slavs) did not mean that Serbian rule
had ended. The country was invaded by the
Axis powers in World War II. During those
years, the pro-Axis Ustasa Croatian state was
formed in Bosnia-Herzegovina and Croatia.
During the war, Cetniks and Communist
Partisans fought not only each other but also
the invaders and the Ustasa state. The winner
of the confrontation that claimed the lives of
more than a million people during the war
was the Partisans, and 1946 witnessed the es-
tablishment of the Socialist Yugoslavia under
the lead of Josip Broz Tito.

Being a Communist leader, Tito, in the first
years of his rule, saw the USSR as a model.
The Yugoslavian Constitution of 1946 was
drafted with inspiration from the Soviet Con-
stitution of 1936. After 1951, however, Tito’s
relationship with the Soviets deteriorated.
Still, the communist practices and the cen-
tralist model were retained. The model Tito
had formed was based on a federation that
consisted of six federal states and two autono-
mous regions. Tito’s rule continued until 1980.
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It was a period in which Yugoslavia
had seen its most peaceful times
since the Ottoman Empire. In the
post-Tito era, Yugoslavia began to
march towards fragmentation. The
Serbian-Croatian war that broke
out in July 1991 upon the simulta-
neous independence declarations of
Croatia and Slovenia continued un-
til January 1992. In the meantime, Macedonia
declared independence in November 1991.
Upon Bosnia-Herzegovinas declaration of
independence in the spring of 1992, Serbia
and, to a certain degree, Croatia—along with
the local people—fought in the war in Bosnia.
A ceasefire was finally achieved with the Day-
ton Peace Treaty after three and a half years.

Milosevic’s military offensive against Kosovo
in the spring of 1999 and the NATO interven-
tion that followed increased the likelihood of
the independence of the autonomous region,
and Kosovo declared its independence on No-
vember 17, 2008, following an eight-year tem-
porary UN/EU rule. Meanwhile, Serbia and
Montenegro, which had been left as the rem-
nants of Yugoslavia, were peacefully divided in
2006. The six federal republics and the Kosovo
autonomous region that once had formed Yu-
goslavia now become independent states.

The book After Yugoslavia: Identities and Poli-
tics Within the Successor States, which was
co-edited by Robert Hudson and Glenn Bow-
man, examines the issues of identity and eth-
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nicity in the post-Yugoslav states. The book
mainly analyzes the situation that emerged af-
ter the Dayton Peace Treaty in 1995, and iden-
tity problems from linguistic, religious, ethnic
and sectarian differences as well as pro-hege-
monic and separatist identities are examined.
The book consists of 14 articles that study the
problems of new states that are connected with
other former Yugoslav states and their shared
history. It does not seem possible to state that
the individual articles carry a sense of entirety
in themselves. Although the authors of the ar-
ticles have put efforts into being neutral, their
identities/nationalities inevitably cast their re-
flections on their point of views.

There is no doubt that the book, in its cur-
rent condition, will make a contribution to
the literature. That being said, it must also be
acknowledged that the book fails to reflect on
the actual situation in the post-Yugoslav en-
vironment. In the book, the problems of the
post-Yugoslav republics are analyzed with
rather a sociologic perspective. It must be
stated that those who would review the book
with an expectation of evaluation or analysis
based on the international relations discipline
will be disappointed. Let us take a brief look
at the articles in the book.

In the study by Vojin Dimitrijevic, the prob-
lems caused by ethnic nationalism’s organic
roots in the constitutional base are covered.
While some states, due to pressure from the
EU, managed to undertake changes regarding
this issue, others failed to realize such changes.
After Milosevic’s fall from power, Serbia was
unable to make a constitutional change. In
the next article, the status of Kosovo, which
was an autonomous region under Serbia, is
elaborated in terms of both the pre- and post-
independence eras. It is argued that the case
of Serbians who remained within the borders
of Kosovo after 2008 bears resemblance to

the state of Kosovo in Serbia in the pre-inde-
pendence era. The author maintains that the
division of the regions which are populated
by Serbians and Albanians will not provide
a solution because division will be a bad ex-
ample for Macedonia and the Sancak, areas
that are both ethnically complicated. The solu-
tion, according to the author, is a participatory
democratic model with a broad recognition of
minority rights. In the third article, it is ques-
tioned whether or not the resistance move-
ment in Kosovo, which rejected violence,
could be a model for countries and people
in similar circumstances. Whether or not the
stance of the Kosovo Democratic Union under
the lead of Ibrahim Rugova bore any fruit is
debated. Did the attacks by the Serbian regime
and the emergence of the pro-violence groups
setback the unarmed resistance? Or should to-
day’s Kosovo be viewed as an outcome of the
struggle undertaken by Ibrahim Rugova? The
author argues that Rugova had contributed to
the process of independence in a positive way.

In the next two articles, the reflections of the
Kosovo problem on Macedonia are studied.
Partially irredentist tendencies of Albanians
that constitute one quarter of the popula-
tion in Macedonia, and the fact that the con-
flicts concern states in the region other than
Albania, are elaborated in the article. In the
sixth article college students’ demonstrations
are explained, and the next article deals with
the problems seen in Bosnia regarding the
compatibility of ethnicity with the citizen-
ship that has its roots in the Dayton Treaty. In
Irena Sumi’s study identity problem in Slove-
nia are examined. Slovenian nationalism, the
EU membership process, and the role of the
church in Slovenian society are analyzed. In
the study prepared by Slavko Gaber, it is sug-
gested that Slovenia has managed to maintain
a peaceful co-existence of moderate nation-
alism with the process of EU membership
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that requires a partial reduction in sovereign
rights. It is also suggested in the article that
this practice can be viewed as the roadmap
for Serbia on its path to Brussels.

An example of the traumas caused by the
processes of integration with international
society and by nationalism, two experiences
that have been seen from the 1990s to the
present, is examined in the article “The Fear
that Replaced Nationalism: Untamed Capital-
ism’, prepared by Renata Salecl. In the study
by John B. Allcock, it is questioned whether
or not academics are capable of scrutinizing
the Yugoslavia model and its practice without
their identities and prejudices. In this con-
text, the meaning of the war correspondents’
phrase that “Truth is the first casualty of war”
is questioned in connection with the aca-

demic life. The problems seen in the neutral
examination of the theory and the practice
Yugoslavia state are also covered.

After Yugoslavia is, despite its shortcomings,
an important work. The book primarily serves
the purpose of drawing attention to Balkan ge-
ography. In its current scope, the book seems
to lack a sense of entirety, and fails to capture
all of the ethnicity and identity problems in
the region. A disorganization of the approach-
es and analyses of numerous authors, some
which occasionally drift towards subjectivity,
is in fact inevitable in most studies that in-
volves editorship. At this point, one should see
the glass half-full, instead of half-empty, and
acknowledge that the book has been both a
means and a pioneer for future original stud-
ies that will be undertaken in this field.
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“THE RUSHDIE AFFAIR” that be-
gan in 1989 with the publication
of Salman Rushdie’s novel The Sa-
tanic Verses, the “Book Burning
in Bradford” that came soon af-
terwards, and the now infamous
fatwa declared by the late Ayatol-
lah Khomeini still have impor-
tant implications for discussions
of religion, culture, identity, faith
and the nature of diverse societies today as
it did then. Such is the legacy of this episode
of British multicultural history that debates
focusing on how to deal with the challenges

A MIRROR
FOR OUR TIMES

of diversity, inter-faith dialogue,
tolerance and co-existence remain
as important as ever. In response
to such a cultural and intellectual
challenge Professor Paul Weller has
written this book to reflect on this
“mirror for our times”. The book is
an important and timely contribu-
tion to a set of issues that remain
topical in relation to a whole host
of spheres, not least in social science studies
of Muslim minorities, but also in relation to
policy-level questions on how to manage di-
verse societies.
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