
PrIntIng House: Turkuvaz Matbaacılık Yayıncılık A.Ş., Akpınar Mah. Hasan Basri Cad. No: 4, Sancaktepe, 34885 / İstanbul

On behalf of SET VAKFI İktisadi İşletmesi (2008) owned by Taha Özhan / ISSN 1302-177X
All Rights Reserved.

Insight Turkey is a peer-reviewed journal indexed by the following databases and indexes: Bibliography of Asian Studies, Columbia 
International Affairs Online (CIAO), EBSCO, Elsevier Bibliographic Databases, European Sources Online (ESO), GALE-Cengage, 
Gender Studies Database, Index Islamicus, International Bibliography of Book Reviews of Scholarly Lit- erature in the Humanities 
and Social Sciences (IBR), International Bibliography of Periodical Literature in the Humanities and Social Sciences (IBZ), Interna-
tional Bibliography of the Social Sciences (IBSS), International Political Science Abstracts (IPSA), Lancaster Index to Defence and 
International Security Literature, Left Index, Middle East & Central Asian Studies, Russian Academy of Sciences Bibliographies, 
Scopus, Social Services Abstracts, Sociological Abstracts, Worldwide Political Science Abstracts, World Affairs Online (WAO).

EdItorIal OffIce
Nenehatun Caddesi No: 66 GOP/Çankaya, 06700 Ankara/Turkey

Tel: +90.312.551-2100 • Fax: +90.312.551-2190
editor@insightturkey.com • www.insightturkey.com

EdItor-In-ChIef 
 İhsan Dağı 

Middle East Technical University

AssIstant EdItors 
Muhittin Ataman 

Abant İzzet Baysal University  
Kıvanç Ulusoy 

İstanbul University   
Kadir Üstün 

SETA DC

managıng EdItor 
Ali Ünal 

SETA

Book RevIew EdItor 
Talip Küçükcan, SETA

ART DIrector 
Mustafa Fuat Er, SETA

SubscrIptIon Manager  
Ümare Yazar, SETA

GraphIc DesIgn 
Ferhat Babacan 

PublIshER 
SETA Foundation for Political, Economic and Social Research 

EdItorIal Board

T U R K E Y
INSIGHT

Meliha Altunışık Middle East Technical University, Ümit Cizre Istanbul Şehir University, Ali Çarkoğlu Koç University, Hatem Ete Yıldırım Beyazıt 

University, Metin Heper  Bilkent University, Kemal İnat Sakarya University, İbrahim Kalın  Office of Public Diplomacy, Şaban Kardaş TOBB 

Economy and Technology University, Fuat Keyman Sabancı University, Kemal Kirişci Brookings Institute, Stephen Larrabee RAND Corporation, Ian 
Lesser  The German Marshall Fund, Akira Matsunaga Sasakawa Peace Foundation, Basheer M. Nafi Aljazeera Centre for Studies, Ziya Öniş  Koç 

University, Ergun Özbudun Istanbul Şehir University, Mesut Özcan Center for Strategic Research, Taha Özhan SETA, Walter Posch SWP Berlin, 

Tobias Schumacher College of Europe, Ömer Taşpınar  National Defense University, Dmitri Trenin  The Carnegie Moscow Center, Ramazan 
Yıldırım Istanbul University



Contents
S U M M E R  2 0 1 3   •   V O L U M E  1 5    N O .  3

Editor’s Note
4

COMMENTARIES

Gezi – Anatomy of a Public Square Movement
NİLÜFER GÖLE

7

The Political Reverberations of the Gezi Protests
HATEM ETE

15

The Gezi Park Protests in Turkey: A Qualitative Field Research
COŞKUN TAŞTAN

27

The Clash of ‘Nations’ in Turkey: Reflections on the Gezi Park Incident
TAYFUN ATAY

39

Gezi Park: Negotiating a New Left Identity
DOĞAN EŞKİNAT

45

Rowhani’s Election: Promise of Change or More of the Same?
MAHMOOD MONSHIPOURI

51

ARTICLES

Just Another BRIC in the Wall?  
A Comparison of Recent Brazilian and Turkish Economic Developments

BEN WELCH
59

Reality or Mirage?: BRICS and the Making of Multipolarity in the Global Political Economy
SADIK ÜNAY

77

A Country on a Tightrope: The Economic Crisis and the End of an Era in Spanish Politics
ÓSCAR J. MARTÍN GARCÍA

95

The Effect of New Turkish Foreign Policy on International Trade
ABDÜLKADİR CİVAN, SAVAŞ GENÇ, DAVUT TAŞER and SİNEM ATAKUL

107



European Union and Turkey in the Post Arab Spring Era:  
Mapping Strategic Interests in the Turbulent Neighborhood

JAKUB WÓDKA and SARAH KUŹMICZ
123

How and Why the West Reacted to the Arab Spring: An Arab Perspective
MOHAMED METAWE

141

Deconstructing the Discourse of Models:  
The ‘Battle of Ideas’ over the Post-Revolutionary Middle East

OĞUZHAN GÖKSEL
157

Re-Imagining the Ottoman Past in Turkish Politics: Past and Present
ALİ ERKEN

171

BOOK REVIEWS

Regimes of Ethnicity and Nationhood in  
Germany, Russia, and Turkey

ŞENER AKTÜRK
Reviewed by Ahmet T. Kuru

191

Turkey and the European Union: Processes  
of Europeanization, with index
ÇİĞDEM NAS and YONCA ÖZER

Reviewed by Çiğdem Hajipouran Benam
193

Against Massacre: Humanitarian Interventions  
in the Ottoman Empire 1815-1914

DAVIDE RODOGNO
Reviewed by Pınar Şenışık

195

Late Ottoman Society, The Intellectual Legacy
ELIZABETH ÖZDALGA

Reviewed by Tahsin Özcan
197

Obama and the Middle East: The End  
of America’s Moment?

FAWAZ A. GERGES
Reviewed by Cory Ruzicka

200

Modern Islamist Movements, History,  
Religion and Politics

JON ARMAJANI
Reviewed by Azzam Tamimi

202

Balkan Genocides: Holocaust and Ethnic  
Cleansing in the Twentieth Century

PAUL MOJZES
Reviewed by Perparim Gutaj

204

Rusya ve Polonya’da Din, Kimlik, Siyaset 
(Religion, Identity and Politics in Russia and Poland)

SEVİNÇ ALKAN ÖZCAN
Reviewed by Suna Gülfer Ihlamur Öner

206

The Seljuqs: Politics, Society and Culture
CHRISTIAN LANGE and SONGÜL MECİT

Reviewed by Osman G. Özgüdenli
209

REVIEW ARTICLE Reviewed by Laurence Raw

Prisoners of Ourselves: Totalitarianism in  
Everyday Life

GÜNDÜZ Y. H. VASSAF

Turkey and the Dilemma of EU Accession
MIRELA BOGDANI

Towards a Social History of Modern Turkey:  
Essays in Theory and Practice

GAVIN D. BROCKETT
213



İHSAN DAĞI

Again, momentous events are taking place in Turkey and its neigh-
borhood. 

A civil unrest hit Turkey for weeks in May and June over a government project aimed 
at rebuilding a replica of an old military barrack in Istanbul’s Gezi Park.

It started as a protest to protect the park, but went far beyond the original purpose. 
The protestors attempted to draw a no-cross line for the government, which is in-
creasingly perceived as intervening in individual choices and lifestyles. According 
to the government, the protests were specifically targeted at Prime Minister Tayyip 
Erdogan, and were part and parcel of a global conspiracy to topple their rule. The 
response of the government was not one of consolation but confrontation.

Thus, the encounte was aggressive. Protests continued for weeks. The police inter-
vened violently, using water cannons and tear gas. Four demonstrators and one 
policeman died, while hundreds were seriously injured and many were detained. 
Above all, Turkish politics has become even more fragmented. While the protests 
in the streets pointed to the void in the formal institutions of the opposition, the 
heavy-handed reaction of the government underlined growing anxiety about author-
itarian tendencies in Turkish politics. It seems that the Gezi protests have shifted the 
debate about Turkish politics from “who is to govern” to “how should they govern?”

The Gezi Park protests, and the way the government responded to them, foretell 
that the next two years during which three crucial elections take place – local, pres-
idential, and parliamentary – will be tough, tense, and contentious. Normalcy has 
passed, and politics is impregnated with the unexpected as we approach a long and 
hot season of elections.

The politics of protest have taken a different form in Egypt. A military coup toppled 
Mohammed Morsi, the president of Egypt, on July 3, following days of anti-Morsi 
demonstrations. It was a moment that dashed our hopes for a democratic evolution 
of the post-Arab Spring regimes in the region. 

The shocking experience of the coup in Egypt is likely to lead the Islamists who 
took part in electoral politics – and won presidential elections in Egypt – to think 
twice about taking part in elections. It may also lead them to think that revolution-
ary means are preferable to power-sharing modalities of a democratic competition. 
Moreover, the reluctance of the West to denounce the coup in the Middle East will 
resurface the debate about “Middle Eastern exceptionalism,” and erode the trust of 
the Islamists in both the West and democracy. Thus, the prospect for democracy in 
the Middle East is not getting brighter.
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Yet the Arab Spring had raised the hopes that the people of the Middle East cannot 
be imprisoned in the false choices of “secular authoritarianism” and “Islamic totali-
tarianism,” and that there is a third option: democracy with liberties and pluralism. 
However, after two years of experimentation in democratization, Egypt faced a mil-
itary coup and now slips from a democratic future into a bloody civil war. It is a lost 
opportunity, not only for Egypt but also for the Middle East as a whole. 

And a personal note of farewell … 

After more than five years as the editor-in-chief of Insight Turkey, I am leaving this 
post as of this current issue. Insight Turkey will continue to be an indispensable re-
source to make sense of Turkish politics and global affairs, albeit under a different 
editorial team. 

Five years ago, when I was asked to undertake editorial responsibility of Insight Tur-
key, I accepted the offer without hesitation. At that time, Turkey was going through a 
very difficult period. The AK Party’s electoral victory had provoked resistance within 
the state in the name of secularism. The foundations of Turkish politics were shaken 
by instances of military interventions in politics; assassinations directed at Hrant 
Dink (the Turkish-Armenian journalist) and Christian servicemen and missionar-
ies; and judicial attempts to close down the ruling AK Party. In other words, the “old 
Turkey” was crumbling down with a severe resistance.

Meanwhile a “new” post-Kemalist Turkey was being built with a broad coalition of 
the conservatives, the liberals, the Kurds, and the Turks under the political leadership 
of the AK Party.

In such a period of reconstruction Insight Turkey strove to understand and explain 
the actors, institutions, and dynamics of this process. Based on an observation that 
Kemalist perspectives dominated the literature on Turkish politics, Insight Turkey of-
fered a platform to “post-Kemalist” approaches that analyzed Turkish politics as well 
as foreign affairs. But we also tried to be balanced, and were careful to give space for 
alternative views as well. At the end, I think we have produced a readable, intellectu-
ally stimulating, and politically balanced journal. 

The post-Kemalist “new Turkey” that Insight Turkey tried to under-
stand, analyze, and explain is now becoming “old” – requiring new 
conceptual tools and approaches. Yet, I do not have the spirit left to 
start all over again, at least not as an editor. So, it is time for me to 
leave. My thanks go to all of our writers and readers. 
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