lims in Europe derived primarily from the
experiences and ideas of many Muslim and
non-Muslim figures, scholars, clergy, and or-
dinary people across the continent. It is also
a tremendously essential, original, and timely
contribution for a contemporary Europe
where lack of respect and intolerance toward
internal or external “others,” especially Mus-
lims after 9/11, continue to grow. In this re-
spect, this long and thought-provoking intel-
lectual inquiry by Prof. Ahmed and his team
of researchers is highly useful for both begin-
ners and advanced readers questioning the
past and present of Islam in today’s Europe.

Having read Journey into Europe, it is actually
hard to disagree that there is now more need
than ever for the promotion of religious
pluralism and the coexistence of diverse
identities for a more prosperous, democratic
and pluralist Europe for all. For this purpose,
while on the one had European states should
halt any kind of discriminatory policies
violating the rights of Muslims, the latter
need to fulfill their responsibilities as citizens
of their countries and contribute to the
promotion of the core norms and values of
Europe at all local, national, and international
levels.

The Limits of Neoliberalism:

Authority, Sovereignty and the Logic of Competition

By William Davies

London: SAGE Publications, 2017, 223 pages, $24.00, ISBN: 9781526403520

Reviewed by Yahya Aydin, University of Southampton

During the late 1970s and the be-
ginning of the 1980s, neo-liberal-
ism first emerged as a reaction to
the worldwide recession, and is as-
sociated with the retrenchment and
privatization of the welfare state.
The main aspects of neo-liberalism
can be explained in terms of open,
competitive, and unregulated mar-
kets; a liberated state in terms of all its forms.
Based on this general view and expectation
about neo-liberalism, William Davies dis-
cusses the limitations of neo-liberalism in re-
lation to authority, sovereignty and competi-
tion, with attention to the key role of politics
and the market.

The Limits of Neoliberalism is well-organized
and includes contributions from some key

The Limits of
Neoliberalism

scholars (i.e., Hayek, Coase and
Schumpeter), as well as interviews
and policy documents to discuss
the history of competition in order
to better examine the transforma-
tion and current situation of neo-
liberalism in the U.S., the UK, and
the EU, with special attention to the
2007-2008 financial crisis. In the
first chapter, Davies defines neo-liberalism as
the “disenchantment of politics by econom-
ics” (p. 6). Based on this view, he discussed
value, ideology, authority, and justification
in terms of economic efficiency. The quanti-
tative results of the economy become more
important than the qualitative. The results of
this chapter show that everything converts to
a form of market in contemporary life due to
neo-liberal policies. He suggests that we “will
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one day live in a society which offers more
choices than merely ‘winning’ or ‘losing’ in
a competitive game” (p. viii), and he believes
we are extremely close to this situation.

According to Davies, the market is not com-
pletely unregulated; it has its own policies,
and has battled with politics throughout the
history of neo-liberalism. To understand mar-
ket power, he focusses on the Chicago School
to exemplify monopoly and competition in
the current market. He claims that while neo-
liberalism has changed over time between
the 1980s and 2000s, the first time neo-lib-
eralism lost was in the recent financial crisis
(2007-2008), after which its concepts began
to decline. Davies notes that neo-liberalism is
like a “zombie” (p. 187); he effectively ‘kills’
neo-liberalism gradually with each additional
chapter of his book using existing academic
sources in chronological order. Moreover,
as Davies mentions briefly at the beginning
of his book, Brexit and Donald Trump have
emerged as the last signs of anti-neo-liberal
popular movements in the UK and the U.S.

However, these two recent cases contradict
Davies’s premise. He declines to discuss these
two recent political incidents in detail, prefer-
ring only to highlight them at the beginning
of his book. Yet, as David Harvey notes, “the
neo-liberal state needs nationalism of a cer-
tain sort to survive’' Brexit clearly reveals
that the British want to create their own free
and competitive market without having to de-
pend on the European Union. In other words,
this example shows that neo-liberalism is still
alive, at least in the case of the UK, in terms
of nationalism.

Another significant criticism is that Davies
compares and gives examples from the UK,
the U.S., and Europe. However, he makes a
general assumption about these countries in

terms of progress and the results of neo-lib-
eralism. However, different countries take dif-
ferent paths toward neo-liberalism, and neo-
liberalism serves diverse functions (i.e. to sup-
port class power or state policy).? It is difficult
to claim that all the members of the European
Union or states in Europe are in the same situ-
ation and point of progress concerning neo-
liberalism. Furthermore, neo-liberalism is not
a unique situation, nor a process that could be
considered completed for these countries. In
addition, based on their various cultural and
national situations, different countries in dif-
ferent parts of the world (i.e., Turkey, China,
Japan, and Brazil) experience neo-liberalism
in different ways, such as having a free mar-
ket, greater or lesser state control, etc.

Additionally, while making such a generaliza-
tion is dubious in terms of its application to
different countries, it is also difficult to make
a general assumption for any specific country.
As the example of Brexit shows, different parts
of the UK had different views on this mat-
ter. For instance, while Scotland supported
remaining in the EU by a margin of over 50
percent to 60 percent, the rest of the UK, espe-
cially the south of England, expressed a pref-
erence to leave the EU with margins of over 50
percent. It is also difficult to claim that all peo-
ple in the same region had the same reaction
to neo-liberalism or were affected by neo-lib-
eralism to the same extent. For instance, while
the numbers of homeowners are decreasing
both in the north and south of England, the
number of tenancies and second homeowners
have been increasing since 2004. The mean-
ing of the term ‘free market is different for
different people, even in the same country
or neighborhood. In light of these examples,
it is difficult to categorize countries in terms
of neo-liberalism within the contemporary
world. In other words, whilst the impact of
neo-liberalism is clearly different in different
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countries, it is not even possible to claim that
the citizens of a given country or region are
affected to a similar extent by neo-liberalism.

Lastly, while the recent edition of The Limits
of Neoliberalism is not significantly different
from the previous edition, it is a significant
book by which to gain an understanding of
neo-liberalism in the context of the U.S. and
the UK as the first neo-liberal countries. In
addition, its broader literature review and
well-organized chapters make this book a
useful tool with which to understand daily

life, politics, and market life within the neo-
liberal environment. Furthermore, this book
might form a useful basis from which to con-
sider and criticize in the future in terms of
post-neo-liberalism.
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Ibn Khaldun:
An Intellectual Biography

By Robert Irwin

Princeton, Oxford: Princeton University Press, 2018, 272 pages. $29.95, ISBN: 9780691174662

Reviewed by Fadi Zatari, istanbul Sabahattin Zaim University

The Muqaddima (Prolegomena) is
the main work that made Ibn Khal-
dun (1332-1406) eminent not only
in historiography, civilization stud-
ies, anthropology, and sociology,
but also in philosophy, economy,
demography, and other fields of
study. Robert Irwin's work on Ibn
Khaldun contains a preface and
eleven chapters, as well as a chronology of Ibn
Khaldun’s life.

£

Irwin begins his preface by citing several
statements and acknowledgments about the
greatness and significance of Ibn Khaldun
and his works by such historians as Arnold
Toynbee, Hugh Trevor-Roper, and Marshall
Hodgson, who described the Muqaddima as
“the greatest wide-ranging introduction to
Islamic civilization.” Additionally, Irwin cites

Ibn Khaldun

Robert Iewin

philosophers and sociologists such
as Ernest Gellner, who thought that
Ibn Khaldun was “a superb induc-
tive sociologist, a practitioner, long
before the term was invented, of the
methods of ideal types” (p. ix). Also
in the preface, Irwin puts forth an
outline of the Mugaddima and its
main questions, arguing that it of-
fers a very distinctive perspective not only for
understanding societies, and their histories,
but also for viewing the world.

An Intellectual
Biography

In the first chapter, titled “Ibn Khaldun
among the Ruins,” Irwin illuminates the Ara-
bic word ibra, which indicates admonition,
example, advice, or positive guidance. The
depth of meaning in this term seems to be the
reason that informed Ibn Khaldun’s decision
to entitle his book Kitab al-‘ibar. Ruins may
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