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non-Christian countries, when the seekers
are skilled workers. In this sense, European
Union signed an agreement that they would
accept undocumented migrants, whereas in
practice they only accept undocumented mi-
grants if they are skilled workers and EU are
in need of those. Carr quotes actual scenarios
drawn from articles arguing that nowadays
Europe is facing a lack of skilled workers
to continue their advancement; if Europe
doesn’t accept immigrants they will lose their
global trading position.

Police and border guard brutality figures
prominently in different chapters of Fortress
Europe. Police and guards are among the
main actors making borders violent; at times
they even directly or indirectly support hu-
man traffickers. Carr also mentioned that in
normal situation border guards do not allow
undocumented migrants to enter, while the
government is also spending a big portion of

their budget to prevent migrants by building
wire fence in border. In spite of this situation,
Carr does not mention the Re-admission sig-
natory countries’ contribution in providing
residence for the undocumented immigrants
in their countries.

With that verse, every coin has two sides,
history of Europe shows that the some noble
person sacrificed their job, belongings, social
status and also entitled as Traitor by their own
society just to provide shelter to migrants
and refugees. Although they are not large in
numbers, their presence shows that Europe
has something to teach the rest of the world
in terms of humanity. Last but not least, Carr
laudably critiques the fate of undocumented
immigrants stuck in remote detention cen-
ters or living on city streets for years. Fortress
Europe deserves praise for its call for a more
humanitarian approach to the problem of un-
documented immigrants.
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Through meticulous research, Ad-
eed Dawisha traces Arab national-
ism chronologically from its rise to
its fall. The book offers a historical
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ing with its total absence from the
current struggle in the Arab world.
Based on both primary and second-
ary sources, Dawisha successfully
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an artificial construct, starting from | M TRE hensive studies of Arab national-
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From Triumph to Despair

both political science and historical

and considering different regions,
events, advocates of the ideology such as Sati
al-Husri and Jamal ‘Abd al-Nasir, and end-
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approaches in order to paint a de-
tailed and nuanced portrait of Arab national-
ist ideology.
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The new edition of the book, which was origi-
nally published in 2005, with the edition of
a new chapter now consists of twelve chap-
ters without introduction or conclusion. The
theoretical framework of the book lies in the
first chapter, in which Dawisha tries to sort
through the different terminologies related
to Arab nationalism. He emphasizes the con-
nection between nationalism and organic po-
litical unity, which appears in historical evi-
dence such as Husri’s writing or the Nasserist
and al-Bath party’s experience. There is no
Arab nationalism without a desire for Arab
political unity. For Dawisha, a nation can be
defined as “a human solidarity, whose mem-
bers believe that they form a coherent cultural
whole, and who manifest a strong desire for
political separateness and sovereignty” (p.
13). Within this context, the conceptual over-
lap between Arabism and Arab nationalism
can be resolved by considering Arabism as
cultural uniformity, while Arab nationalism is
Arabism “with the added element of a strong
desire (and preferably articulated demands)
for political unity in a specified demarcated
territory” (p. 13).

In accordance with the aforementioned
theoretical framework, Dawisha takes the
reader in the second chapter to the pre-WWI
world, tracing the sense of Arabism in the
nineteenth century up until WWI. A sense
of Arabness had been preserved since early
Islamic history and through the spread of the
Arabic language. With the rise of the Otto-
mans, the center of Arabic power shifted to
the Turks; still, Arabic, as a sacred language,
maintained its unrivaled status “which
nourished and sustained a sense of cultural
proximity in the Arab lands of the empire
throughout the centuries of Ottoman rule”
(p. 18). The Arabic literary revival that had
begun and continued to accelerate in the
nineteenth century in the Levant, was one of

the early gestures of nationalism in the Ara-
bic-speaking provinces of the Ottoman Em-
pire. According to Dawisha, “the intellectual
seeds of twentieth century Arab nationalism
should be traced to the ideas and endeavors
of a number of nineteenth century thinkers
and activists” (p. 18). For Muslims thinkers
like Afghani, ‘Abdu, Rida, and al-Kawakibi,
the Arab nation was consistently linked with
the concept of Islamic Umma. In contrast,
the call for a break-up of the Ottoman em-
pire came mainly from Christian writers
such as Negib Azoury and Ibrahim Al-Yaziji,
who focused on the national distinctiveness
of the Arabs and promoted a secular and lib-
eral nation-state as the main manifestation of
the Arab nation. After identifying the roots
of the ideology, Dawisha challenges the clas-
sical story of Arab nationalism as narrated by
George Antonious in his book Arab Awaken-
ing. Dawisha argues that Antonious’s analy-
sis created a historical tradition that falls to
recognize the difference between Islamic
identity, regional loyalties and Arab national-
ism. Dawisha goes further by questioning the
nationalists’ exaggeration of specific events
such as Sharif Husayn’s “Great Arab Revolt”
(1916) and the short-lived Faysal’s Arab gov-
ernment (1918). In his opinion, Husayn’s mo-
tives had little to do with Arabism, and the
response to his call lacked spontaneity and
enthusiasm, in contrast to what was origi-
nally portrayed. The same critique applies
to the exaggeration of Faysal’s Arab govern-
ment, which was the first actual realization
of the Arab nationalists’ ideas. Faysal’s Arab
government should not be exagerated, since
the political and cultural structures of post-
war Syria created different obstacles, ranging
from competing identities, tribal loyalties,
and the Christian community, to the inter-
ests of the upper class. All of these obstacles
and more prevented the actual realization of
Arab nationalist aspirations.
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The third chapter sheds light on the ideo-
logical founder Sati‘ al-Husri and his theory
of Arab nationalism. Since such national-
ism was originally a western idea, Dawisha
devotes half of the chapter to its European
roots before discussing al-Husris borrowed
ideas. Two distinct understandings of na-
tionalism in the European experience are the
Anglo-French and the German. The former
perception was linked to state and govern-
ment; here the nation is almost dependent on
the state, its values and its institutions. In the
German experience, the nation is a roman-
tic concept that focuses mainly on cultural
aspects, especially language. Both forms of
nationalism agree that national conscious-
ness develops through two major mediums:
language and the writing of history. Hence,
historically, all nationalists have primarily
emphasized education. Dawisha situates al-
Husri in the German camp, where the nation
is “objectively based through the unity of its
linguistic community and the coherence of its
history” (p. 64). Similar to European think-
ers, al-Husri’s ideas of Arab nationalism are
emphatically secular, excluding religion as a
factor that could be a component of nation-
alism. Rather, he preferred national ties over
religious attachments, introducing the con-
cept of al-Umma al-Arabiya, which focuses
on Arab identity, as opposed to al-Umma
al-Islamiyyah, which focuses on Islam. Like
other nationalists, al-Husri’s primary aim was
to promote national consciousness by creat-
ing a national education system.

The subsequent chapters take the reader on a
marvelous journey detailing the rise and fall of
Arab nationalism, with a focus on three major
countries: Iraq, Great Syria, and Egypt. From
its first steps, the path of nationalism in the
Arab world was rocky, even in al-Husri’s Iraq.
In chapters four and five, Dawisha narrates in
great detail how the early nationalists of the

1920s and 30s encountered many obstacles
which crystallized into competing identities.
Societies fragmented by tribalism, sectarian-
ism, regionalism, and competing interpreta-
tions of Islam prevented the nationalists of
this era from spreading the idea of national-
ism among Arabs. For instance, it was hard for
both the Iraqi Shia and Kurds to assimilate into
a coherent nationalist culture. Furthermore,
nationalism had limited support in Egypt,
which was consistently squeezed between two
identities: Egyptian wataniya, which assailed
the inferior Arab culture, and Islam, in which
any nationalism is subordinated to Islamic
unity. Only in the 1950s, after the threat of the
Jewish immigration and the issue of Palestine,
did Arab nationalism witness a dramatic re-
surgence. Dawisha continues in chapter six
with the revolutionary movement of Arab
nationalism under Jamal Abd al-Nasir, who
was, nevertheless, still intrinsically an Egyp-
tian patriot. Despite the fact that the heart of
Egypt, even in the Nasserist era, was not really
in Arab nationalism, Nasir’s Egypt became the
shelter for and the leader of the Arab nation-
alist movement through the struggle against
Western imperialism. Such leadership was en-
hanced via Nasir’s uses of radio, spreading ed-
ucation to all sectors of society, and the power
of the Egyptian army. These policies were sup-
ported among Arabs by the Baath Party and
its leaders such as Michel Aflaq and Salah al-
Din Bitar, and, at the same time, were opposed
by different political parties such as the Syrian
National Party and the Iraqi communist party.
Three main events, which Dawisha details
in chapters seven and eight, are signposts of
1950s Arab nationalism: the 1955 Baghdad
Pact, thel1956 Suez crisis, and the 1958 birth
of the United Arab Republic (UAR). The lat-
ter event, notwithstanding its difficulties, can
be considered as the zenith of the efforts of
the Arab nationalist movement. Furthermore,
Dawisha describes the suspicion of Arab mon-
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archies such as the Iraqi, Saudi, and Jordanian
kingdoms toward Arab nationalism and their
reaction against it. Simultaneously, the author
gives a detailed depiction (chapters nine and
ten) of the swift fall of Arab nationalism, wit-
nessed in events like the collapse of the UAR
after only four years, the failed Egyptian inter-
vention in Yemen, and later the defeat in the
1967 war with Israel. Dawisha posits several
reasons for this rapid decline (chapter eleven),
including the inability of Arab nationalism to
disconnect itself from the charismatic leader-
ship of Nasir; the weak presence of imperial-
ism, greater attention to local issues and sub-
state competing identities, the return of the
religious element in the form of radical Islam;
and the Arab world’s failure to realize liberal
democracy. Dawisha, as stated in the new

chapter, accurately depicts the “sad state of
the Arab condition,” which includes tyranny,
economic failures, regionalism, sectarianism,
tribalism, Islamic militancy, and violence. In
a censuring tongue, he asserts the absence of
Arab nationalism’s role -even a peripheral
role- in the mammoth conflict between the
state and political Islam. In Arab National-
ism in the Twentieth Century, Adeed Dawisha
provides a comprehensive history and lively
account of Arab nationalism’s rise and fall.
The book is consistent in its well-documented
information, and well-written style, which re-
flect the great effort taken by the author. Such
an authoritative source has much to offer aca-
demicians, students and scholars, as well as
policymakers who deal with Middle Eastern
politics.
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This book is highly informative for
scholars and students interested in
comparative politics and religion.
In its explication of how religion af-
fects politics, or the question of the
role of religion in politics, it can be
seen as an excellent source. In fact,
one of the distinguishing features
of the book is that, in all its chap-
ters, the authors provide a brief historical
background of the countries under analysis,
which is extremely helpful in understanding
the case studies. This book can be used as a
handbook of state-religion relations in 15
countries, in particular it is useful for those
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who are determined to understand
how market models of public reli-
gion theory explain state-religion
relations. Moreover, since the chap-
ters are written based on sociologi-
cal analyses, the model can be ap-
plied to other case studies. In fact,
the primary purpose of the book is
to show the validity of market mod-
els of public religions, briefly meaning that
while the dominant religious traditions seek
privileges in society as well as in state, minor-
ity religious groups seek autonomy from the
state and advocate religious pluralism due
to its less advantageous status. According to
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