INSIGHT

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Mubhittin Ataman
Yildinm Beyazit University

ASSISTANT EDITORS BOOK REVIEW EDITORS
Kili¢ Bugra Kanat Galip Dalay, Al Jazeera Center for Studies
Pennsylvania State University Mehmet Ozkan, Turkish National Police Academy
Kadir Ustiin MANAGING EDITOR
SETADC Mehmet Nuri Altun, SETA
Hasan Basri Yalcin ASSISTANT TO EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Istanbul Commerce University Gloria Shkurti, SETA
Enes Bayrakli GRAPHIC DESIGN
Turkish-German University Ferhat Babacan
PUBLISHER

SETA Foundation for Political, Economic and Social Research

ADVISORY BOARD

Fahrettin Altun Istanbul Sehir University, Giilnur Aybet Bahcesehir University, Meliha Altunisik Middle East Technical University, Umit Cizre
Istanbul Sehir University, Ali Carkoglu Kog University, Gokhan Cetinsaya Prime Ministry of Turkey, Burhanettin Duran Istanbul Sehir University,
Hatem Ete Prime Ministry of Turkey, Fawaz Gerges London School of Economics, Metin Heper Bilkent University, Kemal inat Sakarya University,
ibrahim Kalin The Presidency of Turkey, Saban Kardas T0BB Economy and Technology University, Fuat Keyman Sabanci University, Mustafa
Kibaroglu MEF University, Kemal Kirisci Brookings Institute, Hasan Kosebalaban istanbul Sehir University, Talip Kiigiikcan Turkish Parliament,
Ian Lesser The German Marshall Fund, Basheer M. Nafi Aljazeera Centre for Studies, Ziya (")nis Kog University, Mesut Ozcan Diplomacy Academy,
Taha Ozhan Turkish Parliament, Tobias Schumacher College of Europe, Omer Tagpinar National Defense University, Dmitri Trenin The Camegie
Moscow Center, Ali Resul Usul Center for Strategic Research, Ramazan Yildirim Istanbul University

PRINTING HOUSE: Turkuvaz Matbaacilik Yayicilik A.S., Akpinar Mah. Hasan Basri Cad. No: 4, Sancaktepe, 34885 / Istanbul
On behalf of SET VAKFI Iktisadi Isletmesi (2008) owned by Burhanettin Duran / ISSN 1302-177X

The views expressed therein, remain the sole responsibility of the authors; they do not
represent the view of the Editorial Board or the SETA Foundation. All Rights Reserved.

Insight Turkey is a peer-reviewed journal indexed by the following databases and indexes: Bibliography of Asian Studies, Columbia
International Affairs Online (CIAO), EBSCO, Elsevier Bibliographic Databases, European Sources Online (ESO), GALE-Cengage,
Gender Studies Database, Index Islamicus, International Bibliography of Book Reviews of Scholarly Literature in the Humanities
and Social Sciences (IBR), International Bibliography of Periodical Literature in the Humanities and Social Sciences (IBZ), Interna-
tional Bibliography of the Social Sciences (IBSS), International Political Science Abstracts (IPSA), Lancaster Index to Defence and
International Security Literature, Left Index, Middle East & Central Asian Studies, Russian Academy of Sciences Bibliographies,
Scopus, Social Services Abstracts, Sociological Abstracts, Worldwide Political Science Abstracts, World Affairs Online (WAO).

EDITORIAL OFFICE
Nenehatun Caddesi No: 66 GOP/Cankaya, 06700 Ankara/Turkey
Tel: +90.312.551-2100 ¢ Fax: +90.312.551-2190
editor@insightturkey.com « www.insightturkey.com



Contents
FALL 2015  VOLUME 17 NO. 4

Guest Editors’ Note
4

COMMENTARIES

Civil-Military Relations in the Arab-Majority World: The Impacts on
Democratization and Political Violence
OMAR ASHOUR
11

The Refugee Crisis and Islamophobia
FARID HAFEZ
19

Islamophobia in Europe: The Radical Right and the Mainstream
ARISTOTLE KALLIS
27

The Reasons Behind the AK Party’s November 1* Victory
iBRAHIM USLU
39

HDP Torn Between Violence and Politics
VAHAP COSKUN
47

ARTICLES

Election Storm in Turkey: What do the Results of June and November 2015 Elections Tell Us?
ALi CARKOGLU and KEREM YILDIRIM
57

Putting Turkey’s June and November 2015 Election Outcomes in Perspective
ALIT. AKARCA
81

Identity Dynamics of the June and November 2015 Elections of Turkey:
Kurds, Alevis and Conservative Nationalists
TALHA KOSE
105



The Economic Context of Turkey’s June and November 2015 Elections
HUSEYIN ALPTEKIN
125

External Voting: Mapping Motivations of Emigrants and Concerns of Host Countries
ZEYNEP SAHIN MENCUTEK
145

Turkey under the AK Party Rule: From Dominant Party Politics to Dominant Party System?
HATEM ETE, MUSTAFA ALTUNOGLU and GALIP DALAY
171

The CHP in the June and November 2015 Elections: An Evaluation on Political Impasse
YUSUF CAN GOKMEN and TANJU TOSUN
193

The MHP’s Lost Coalition Opportunity: Political Communication, Discourse
and Strategies in the June and November 2015 Elections
SUKRU BALCI and ONUR BEKIROGLU
209

REVIEW ARTICLE

A New Historiography on the Ottoman Arab and Eastern Provinces
METIN ATMACA

231
BOOK REVIEWS
Islam and the Foundations of Political Power The Emancipation of Europe’s Muslims:
ALI ABDEL RAZEK The State’s Role in Minority Integration
Reviewed by Kayhan Ali Hasanoglu JONATHAN LAURENCE

241 Reviewed by Brian Van Wyck

253
Lineages of Revolt Issues of Contemporary
Capitalism in the Middle East When Greeks and Turks Meet: Interdisciplinary
ADAM HANIEH Perspectives on the Relationship since 1923
Reviewed by Fadi Abdullah Farasin VALLY LYTRA

243 Reviewed by Nikos Christofis

256
Foreigners, Minorities and Integration: The Muslim
Immigrant Experience in Britain and Germany NGOization: Complicity, Contradictions
SARAH HACKETT and Prospects
Reviewed by Erdem Dikici AZIZ CHOUDRY and DIP KAPOOR
246 Reviewed by Baris Genger Baykan
Foreign Policy, Domestic Politics and International 8
Relations: The Case of Italy The Rise and Decline of American
ELISABETTA BRIGHI Religious Freedom
Reviewed by Gokcen Yavas STEVEN D. SMITH

248 Reviewed by Thomas K. Gugler

260

State Formation and Identity in the Middle East
and North Africa
KENNETH CHRISTIE and MOHAMMAD MASAD
Reviewed by Hilal Barin
251



GUEST EDITORS' NOTE

TALHA KOSE and HUSEYIN ALPTEKIN

2015 was the year of elections in Turkey with two parliamentary elec-
tions and months-long election campaigns that dominated the political
agenda of the country. The parliamentary elections of June 7 brought
an end to the AK Party’s 12-year long era of parliamentary majority
and single-party government in Turkey. Nevertheless, the endeavors to
form a coalition government could not be concluded successfully and
another election appeared on the horizon. The country was ruled by
an AK Party-led interim government and the elections were repeated
five months later on November 1. While close in time, the two elec-
tions were quite distant with regard to the political contexts in which
they were carried out, and in their respective results. The November
elections witnessed a comeback for the AK Party, which increased its

votes by over 9 points with the addition of five million new votes in the
ballot box.

Voter turnout rates were very high in both elections. The HDP’s efforts to
surpass the ten percent national threshold and transform itself from being a
regional party into a political party with a broader national agenda was an
important dynamic of the June 7 elections. The HDP was indeed successful
in overcoming the ten percent threshold in the June elections. The collapse of
the Coziim Siireci (Kurdish Peace Process) in July strained Turkey’s political
environment as the various potential coalition partners struggled to come to
agreement. The main puzzle for the November 1 elections was whether the AK
Party would be able to regain its position to form a single-party government,
and in fact it did succeed in winning the majority of the seats in the Turkish
parliament by a wide margin in the November elections. The HDP and the
MHP were thus the main losers of the November elections.

This issue of Insight Turkey is prepared in order to understand the elections
of 2015 on a comparative basis. For this purpose, this issue, first, includes

4 INSIGHT TURKEY



some articles that elaborate on these two elections comparatively from a gen-
eral point of view encompassing all the related parties and important issues by
integrating them into a single analytical framework. The issue also includes
articles that examine the two elections of 2015 along a number of dimensions,
from identity to the economic dimension, and from an analysis of diaspora
votes to econometric and disaggregate analyses of the elections. Finally, the
issue at hand also includes articles and commentaries that discuss the major
political parties individually with great detail in terms of their respective elec-
toral campaigns and electoral performances. In this respect, the four major
parties that could pass the national electoral threshold and which gained seats
in the parliament, namely the Justice and Development Party (AK Party), the
Republican People’s Party (CHP), the Nationalist Action Party (MHP), and the
People’s Democratic Party (HDP) are discussed in respective articles.

Ali Akarca, in his article “Putting Turkey’s June and November 2015 Election
Outcomes in Perspective,” examines the long-term, short-term, and specific
determinants of elections in Turkey with a focus on the June and November
general elections. He concludes his article by stating that the electorate is cur-
rently consolidated into four camps more firmly than ever with the conser-
vative-right gaining its roughly 50 percent vote base back in the November
elections.

Ali Carkoglu and Kerem Yildirim, in their article “Election Storm in Turkey:
What Do the Results of the June and November 2015 Elections Tell Us?” exam-
ine the reasons behind the changes in the effective political parties’ votes in the
June and November general elections. They shed light on the reasons behind
the AK Party’s loss of votes in June and its comeback in the November elec-
tions. They also examine the policy dynamics of the elections and conclude
that the role of what they call ‘political and economic performance politics’ is
overridden in times of security crises, as happened in Turkey between the June
and November elections.

After these two general analyses, the issue looks at certain, specific dimensions
of the elections. Talha Kése, in his article “Identity Dynamics of the June and
November 2015 Elections of Turkey: Kurds, Alevis and Conservative National-
ists,” argues that “identity politics” was a major dynamic in shaping the results
of both the June 7 and November 1 general elections. According to Kose, the
Turkish electorate was fragmented into four main identity lines: Turkish and
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Kurdish nationalists, secular left and conservative/Islamist. Kdse argues that
the November 1 elections pushed forward a new agenda in which the issues
of security and economic stability were prioritized. The article elaborates how
the political preferences of Kurds, Alevis and conservative Turks and Kurds
changed during the election process.

Hiiseyin Alptekin deals with the economic dimension of the elections in his
article, “The Economic Context of Turkey’s June and November 2015 Elec-
tions: The Role of Economic Indicators, Promises, and Expectations in the
Electoral Results.” Alptekin argues that the economic context of these elections
differed to a great extent in a number of ways. Most importantly while the
economy did not present a good picture before the June elections, growth and
current account deficit figures improved before the November elections and
the AK Party could effectively take credit for this improvement in its cam-
paign. Alptekin concludes that these differences between the June and Novem-
ber elections could better help us conceptualize the different trajectories and
results of the June and November elections.

Regulations for external voting were brought into force in May 2012 by law and
external voting was first practiced in the 2014 Presidential Elections. Migrants
from Turkey all over the world were enabled to cast votes abroad. In this con-
text, Zeynep $ahin, in her article “External Voting: Mapping Motivations of
Emigrants and Concerns of Host Countries,” drawing from original fieldwork
investigation in Germany, finds that citizens’ motivation for voting abroad was
largely dictated by the symbolic dimension of citizenship, and desire to for-
mally participate in Turkish politics.

Hatem Ete, Mustafa Altunoglu and Galip Dalay, in their article “Turkey under
the AK Party Rule: From Dominant Party Politics to the Dominant Party
System?” clarify the conceptual and empirical ambiguity on the question of
whether the AK Party is a dominant party and Turkey has a dominant party
system. By analyzing the electoral performance of the AK Party, its solid social
base, duration in power, and its victory in ruling the country free of any mili-
tary tutelage, the authors’ answer to both questions is yes.

Yusuf Can Gokmen and Tanju Tosun in their article “The CHP in the June
and November 2015 Elections: An Evaluation on Political Deadlock” shed light
on the electoral performance and party politics of the CHP in the context of
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the June and November elections. The authors, first, discuss the ideological
and organizational restructuring of the CHP during Kemal Kiligdaroglu’s lead-
ership and then conclude that despite such an ambitious transformation, the
party is unable to reach greater masses at the ballot box.

Siikrii Balc1 and Onur Bekiroglu in their article “The MHP in the June and
November 2015 Elections: Political Communication, Discourse and Strat-
egies” focus on the MHP’s electoral campaign strategy relying on their con-
tent analysis of the party’s electoral statements and TV advertisement in the
national TV channels. The authors conclude that the MHP did not only target
the incumbent AK Party by pursing a negative strategy in its election campaign
but also sent positive messages to the electorate by portraying itself as the most
promising solution to the security crisis of the country.

Besides the valuable articles mentioned above, this issue also hosts a number of
significant commentaries, some focusing on the June and November elections
in Turkey and some focusing on other significant questions such as the rise of
Islamophobia, escalating violence, and the ongoing refugee crisis in the close
neighborhood of Turkey

Vahap Coskun in his detailed commentary “HDP Torn Between Violence and
Politics” examines the HDP’s experience of the June and November elections.
After outlining the reasons for the tremendous rise in the party’s votes in the
June elections and then the decline in the November elections, Coskun argues
that we should not underestimate HDP’s electoral victory in June despite the
following decline in November. He concludes that what the party needs to do
now is a critical self-evaluation not to repeat its mistakes of being unable to
fulfill people’s expectations to take initiative to stop the conflict between the
state security forces and the PKK after the June elections.

Amongst the contributors to the commentaries, Ibrahim Uslu examines the
AK Party’s comeback in the November elections and lists the overlooked rea-
sons behind this electoral victory. Uslu lists the temporary uncertainity stem-
ming from the change in the leadership and overall lists of the AK Party, lit-
tle bit too much self-esteem and lack of motivation in the party ranks, and
increasing political polarization in the country as the primary causes of the AK
Party’s loss of significant portion of votes in the June elections. Accordingly, the
party came up with new strategies to deal with each of these problems and this
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change, coupled with the opposition parties’ shortcomings, enabled the party
to hit a historic comeback in November.

Other commentaries in this issue take a broader look at contemporary issues
in the region and deal with Islamophobia and political violence in particular.
In this respect, the following three commentaries can be seen in a dialogue
with each other. Omar Ashour neatly classifies the Middle Eastern countries
with respect to civillian-military relations in respective state traditions and
draws his conclusions on the problem of political violence in the region from
this conceptualization and categorization. Farid Hafez deals with the ques-
tion of the current refugee crisis and rising Islamophobia in Europe. Hafez’s
approach is a simple humanitarian one that unveils the political and economic
calculations and the Islamophobic discourse surrounding the refugee prob-
lem and takes the question back to its genuine humanitarian context. Aristotle
Kallis takes the very same problem of Islamophobia in Europe and strongly
argues that this is no longer a problem of the far-right movements alone but
also has become a popular approach, not sufficiently negated by mainstream
political forces, which has penetrated to people’s everyday lives.

The current issue, hence, examines the June and November elections
comparatively, not only by comparing the two elections but also com-
paring the four major political parties in these elections along differ-
ent dimensions from the identity realm to the economy. We hope that
this issue will be a major source for future researchers in understanding
2015, the year of elections, in Turkish political history. @
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