cal instability and economic problems, and
points out their failure to commercialize their
vast energy resources (pp. 276-295). Later, it
briefly talks about the three alternative routes
for natural gas transfer and discusses why the
Turkey route is more advantageous than the
EastMed Pipeline Project and routing Liqui-
fied Natural Gas (LNG) through Egypt and
Israel (pp. 302-315). Finally, it mentions the
two primary objectives of Turkey’s increasing
explorations and drilling activities accompa-
nied by its military presence in the sea: reduc-
ing its energy dependence and safeguarding
its rights against the unilateral behaviors of
the GASC (p. 336).

The major successes of the book are, first, that
it analyzes the multidimensional nature of the
conflict in an overview, covering all aspects of
the subject in a balanced manner. Second, re-

ferring to historical facts, data, figures, tables
and comparative analysis makes the study em-
pirically strong. One of the book’s biggest flaws
is that certain information and comments are
repeated throughout. Although the authors
mostly base their interpretations on facts, they
sometimes fail to avoid a nationalist approach.
Therefore, some subjective, idealistic, even
normative statements within the texts appear,
for instance, “they [European countries] have
a lot to learn from Turkey” (p. 28). It would be
great if the book’s arguments on conflict and
cooperation were supported by theoretical ap-
proaches to international relations. All things
considered, however, this concise, descriptive,
and easy-to-read work can be a handbook for
those studying the topic and those who are in-
terested in finding out what is going on in the
Eastern Mediterranean and understanding
Turkey’s perspective.
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In Eternal Dawn: Turkey in the Age
of Atatiirk, Ryan Gingeras deals
with the origins of modern Turkey
and its founder, Ataturk. Studies of
this subject have never been scarce
in the literature. Unlike most of the
previous works in the literature,
Gingeras argues that the image of
Atatiirk and his reforms lose their
magnificence when you take a closer look at
his era. The author claims that the reforms
and developments of Atatiirk’s regime have
been over-glorified and that the realities of

the re-establishment of the Turkish
Republic are not congruent with the
triumphant rhetoric surrounding it.
In Eternal Dawn, Gingeras promises
readers a different approach with
his sharp, objective perspective.
He points out that other published
works on this topic tend to overlook
the different social groups of Ana-
tolia in the grand scheme of events. Gingeras
claims that his focus is not solely on Atatiirk
and his reforms, but also on how these groups
reacted to the changes Atatiirk introduced.
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The first chapter takes the story back to
the foundation of the Committee of Union
and Progress (Ittihat ve Terakki Cemiyeti,
CUP) and the road to the 1908 Revolution.
Similar to most works dealing with modern
Turkey, Gingeras begins his work with the
last decades of the Ottoman Empire. Since
Atatiirk and other important figures of mod-
ern Turkey had been affected by the final
years of the Empire, Gingeras argues that one
should take the origins and ideology of the
Young Turks into account. In this chapter,
Gingeras also evaluates CUP’s leadership’s
views on Atatiirk’s rise to power in Ankara
and the position the CUP assumed during
the National Struggle, a subject long debated
among scholars. Gingeras argues that while
Ankara and the exiled CUP leaders kept
somewhat in touch during the National
Struggle, by 1921, the CUP leaders had
found themselves alienated from the Ankara
government.

The second chapter deals with World War I
(WWI) and the National Struggle in great
detail. Here, Gingeras evaluates the conflicts
and struggles among different political and
military leaders of Ankara, both during and
after the National Struggle. He also highlights
the place Atatiirk held in the CUP organiza-
tion during the foundation, rise, and decline
of the group. Gingeras argues that despite
Atatiirk’s various statements claiming that
he did not play an essential part in the CUP
organization, he was still an important part
of the CUP and owed most of his network,
which played a key role in the resistance
against occupation, to the Committee. In this
chapter, Gingeras also discusses why most of
AtatiirK’s close friends slowly but steadily fell
from favor following the end of the National
Struggle, a topic that should be emphasized
while evaluating the realities of the founda-
tion of modern Turkey.

The third chapter focuses on the subsequent
years of the National Struggle during which
the national identity Atatiirk envisioned for
Turkey was shaped. The author claims that
Atatiirk’s ambition to create a Westernized
and secular Turkey eventually caused him to
draw away from the day-to-day affairs of poli-
tics. The author argues that Atatiirk’s special
attention toward creating an alternate history
for Turkey, as well as his worsening health,
defined his final years. In this chapter, Gin-
geras also evaluates Turkish nationalism from
the beginning and discusses how Tiirk Yurdu
(Turkish homeland) and Ziya Goékalp’s un-
derstanding of Turkism became the primary
influence on the state ideology. He argues that
with each reform introduced, Turkish citizen-
ship became more and more about specific
traits associated with being a Turk.

In chapter four, the author evaluates reac-
tions from various ethnic, religious, and ideo-
logical groups toward the cultural revolution.
Gingeras claims that the Republican People’s
Party (RPP) regime deemed the local leaders
in the East as a serious obstacle against the re-
forms. To solve this problem, Ankara decided
to replace the local leaders with young ones
and introduced the People’s Houses (Halk
Evleri), a state-sponsored community project
founded in 1932. The author states that the
People’s Houses created social cleavages be-
tween generations that can still be observed
today. He also argues that Atatiirk’s ambitions
often clashed with the country’s diverse pro-
file, which caused the population exchanges
and settlement policies to be motivated by
Turkist tendencies. In this chapter, Gingeras
also evaluates how the cultural reforms rede-
fined gender roles, towns, and leisure-time ac-
tivities. In this regard, the author claims that
abiding by the new reforms did not necessar-
ily mean that a person fully comprehended or
supported these changes.
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In chapter five, the author proceeds with his
evaluation of different social groups’ reactions
toward the reforms. He mainly concentrates
on various Muslim groups and the RPP’s ac-
tions to subdue them. Gingeras argues that
the Circassians and Laz were never deemed
a significant threat to the Republic, but still,
their languages and cultural identities were
subjected to censorship. Regarding Alevis, he
argues that while one group in the govern-
ment considered Alevis as more liberal and
integrated than the Sunni peasants, some oth-
ers deemed the Alevi identity unfit for the or-
thodoxies of Kemalism. In addition to the Al-
evis, Gingeras also surveys the government’s
reaction toward Muslim reactionaries. Here
he makes an interesting argument, claiming
that the state was rather open to negotiation
when it came to these groups, yet less prone to
provide the same space for negotiation while
dealing with the Kurds. He claims that the
government’s Kurdish policy bore similarities
to Talat Pasa’s social engineering instead.

The final chapter of the book serves as a con-
clusion. In this chapter, the author discusses
the death of Atatiirk in 1938, Ismet Inoni’s
succession, and the turbulent relationship
between the two presidents. The author sug-
gests that while Inénii and Atatiirk’s relation-
ship was strenuous at best during Atatiirk’s
final years, the military support behind Inonii

helped him run unopposed in the election.
According to Gingeras, the threat of an up-
coming WWII kept the nation together after
Atatiirk’s death and provided a smooth transi-
tion for Inénii.

In Eternal Dawn, Gingeras presents a work
that is well-written and distinguished from
previous works published on this subject.
Most scholars studying Atatiirk fail to dis-
cuss other important figures of the era into
account. Gingeras, on the other hand, pro-
vides a narrative-focused not only on Mus-
tafa Kemal, but also on his supporters and
opponents. In addition to this, his aim to de-
liver a study about the foundation of modern
Turkey without the over-glorification that
surrounds Atatiirk and his role as the found-
ing father of the country is well delivered.
The number of memoirs Gingeras uses in his
work also makes the book enjoyable to read.
However, a criticism can be made on whether
the author actually delivers a narrative that
does not overlook the social groups of Ana-
tolia. While some of the chapters, namely the
fourth and fifth, focus particularly regarding
these groups and their position in the making
of modern Turkey, the majority of the book
is from the perspective of the political elite.
Eternal Dawn is an important work for any-
one who is academically interested in mod-
ern Turkey and its foundations.
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