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could have saved many more former Otto-
man and Turkish subjects from the fate of
the Holocaust than they actually did.*

There are two major difficulties with the
text. At times, some may find Guttstadt’s
judgements regarding Turkey overly harsh
and not completely balanced. And at other
times, the text offers excessive detail, mak-
ing it less flowing and not a very smooth
read. But both aspects are counterbalanced
by the sheer vastness and depth of analysis.
Guttstadt successfully attempts a deep con-
textualisation of the topic; weaving threads
back to Ottoman history, making use of
comparative European history and the his-
tory of the non-Muslim minorities in Tur-
key. As she states in her preface, she does
not reduce the Turkish Jews to their role as
victims of the Holocaust, but documents
and discusses various aspects of Turkish
Jewish life in Europe. Guttstadt’s book is al-
most a handbook on the Turkish Jews and
any researcher working on 20th century

Turkish-Jewish history will benefit and do
well to consult it. Until the relevant Turkish
archives are open to historians, this will re-
main the definitive account of the topic.

Stefan Ihrig, University of Cambridge /
Universitit Regensburg
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There are many institutions playing a
role in weaving the ideals of democracy
into Turkey’s social fabric. Many political
actors in Turkish politics, which include the
leftists, rightists, liberals, and statists along
with those who established the Republic
with their military identity, all contributed

to society’s participation in the execution of
the state affairs. They all had a stake in im-
plementing universal democratic standards
in Turkey in general, and within certain
strata of Turkish society in particular. The
reasons behind these actors’ support for
democratic ideals vary; some groups were
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motivated by purely conjectural reasons,
some wore the cloak of democracy as a
survival strategy, and many were sincere in
their political commitment. However, none
of these actors and institutions could ensure
society’s participation to the degree that the
political establishment, who regards de-
mocracy as a sine qua non of its existence,
has done. A democratic structure best fos-
ters the type of political competition vital
for the survival of Turkey’s diverse political
groups and politicians. Of particular inter-
est is the political Islamists, more than any
other political group in Turkey, who have
significantly contributed to and espoused
democracy in Turkey. Generally, Islam is
portrayed as incompatible with democracy
and even as a primary enemy against dem-
ocratic principles by mass media channels,
which are often under the influence of an
Orientalist perspective.

Looking at Turkey’s experience, Islam
has had an immense impact on all sectors of
society in Turkey. Islam can be a way of life,
an eschatology, or a subject of folklore and
culture. Consciously or not, all segments of
Turkey’s social fabric, from the believer to
the atheist, have had to confront Islam in
one way or another. The reason why the Re-
public’s most vehement advocates of West-
ernization saw Islam as an obstacle on the
way to Turkey’s progress and advancement
and held radical secular views regarding Is-
lam is because they have never been able to
exclude religion from society and politics.
This is true even at times when the most
rigid secular political actors were in pow-
er. It is precisely because Islam has always
played a role in politics in Turkey that it can
now assume a major role in introducing
democracy to Turkish society. Moreover,
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it can also play a role in persuading dif-
ferent religious segments of the society to
accept democracy. Here, democracy can be
perceived as a solution to many of Turkey’s
current problems, ranging from poverty to
social injustices Movements, such as the
Progressive Republican Party (Terakkiper-
ver Cumbhuriyet Firkasi), Free Republican
Party (Serbest Cumhuriyet Firkasi), and
Democrat Party (Demokrat Parti), have
been instrumental in the consolidation of
democracy as opposed to the authoritarian
political system, which predominated the
single party era of the Republic.

Groups traditionally at the periphery of
Turkey’s mainstream political system have
found an opportunity to participate in the
process of governance through conserva-
tive political parties like DP and the Justice
Party (Adalet Partisi) Islamist movements
like the National Order Party (Milli Nizam
Partisi), the National Salvation Party (Milli
Selamat Partisi) the Welfare Party (Refah
Partisi) and finally the Justice and Develop-
ment Party (Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi),
which merged these two ideologies. Al-
though discussions on the relationship be-
tween Islam and democracy currently seem
to have resurfaced it should be noted that
this debate intensified greatly in the after-
math of February 28, 1997. Evidently, with
the political success of the Justice and De-
velopment Party’s synthesis, the question of
the compatibility of Islam with democracy
is no longer being debated.

Given that no democracy could sur-
vive without strong public participation,
democracy in Turkey can only be pos-
sible with the involvement of the masses.
For this reason, conservatives, religious
people, Islamists, and political movements
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emphasizing Islam’s socio-political dimen-
sion have contributed to expanding soci-
etal representation by ensuring a broader
participation in the country’s administra-
tion. This success cannot be attributed to
the Republican doctrine of a ‘classless, un-
privileged, and coherent nation, as it fails
to explain why the same success could
not be achieved in incorporating fully the
Kurdish ethnic movement into the politi-
cal system.

Concentrating mainly on traditions of
“National Vision” (Milli Goriis), the study,
‘socialization of democracy in Turkey and
the role of political Islam, proposes that
political Islam should be taken seriously as
a ‘political opportunity’ for Turkey. It ar-
gues that the understanding of democracy
in Turkey has come a long way through the
interaction of democracy with political Is-
lam. This work also demonstrates that Tur-
key would prove its maturity by reducing
the power and influence of the bureaucra-
cy. The first chapter, Political Islam and De-
mocracy, places the focus on the legitimiza-

tion of Democratic Islam and the relation-
ship between democracy and the ‘National
Visio Movement. The second chapter,
The Throes of Democratization in Turkish
Political Life, investigates the democratiza-
tion process from the Progressive Repub-
lican Party known as ‘Junction of Leaders’
through Free Republican Party up to the
Democratic Party. In the third chapter, the
author discusses the issue of socialization of
democracy in Turkey by covering political
movements, such as National Vision Move-
ment, National Order Party, the National
Salvation Party, the Welfare Party which the
author describes as ‘Reluctant Democrat
Coming from the Periphery. Drawing at-
tention to the similarities between Turkey’s
previous mass parties and the Justice and
Development Party, the last chapter pres-
ents this Party as a ‘political opportunity’
in terms of Turkey’s democratization. It ar-
gues that Turkey is going through a kind of
systematic integration process in the form
of an Islam-Democracy marriage.

Talip Kii¢itkcan, SETA
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