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Nationalism and National Identities

There is a strong tendency among 
public commentators and many 
scholars to view nationalism as a 
phenomenon of yesteryears. Hence 
the 19th and beginning of 20th cen-
turies are usually identified as the 
heyday of nationalist movements, 
whereas much of the 20th and the 
beginning of this century are ana-
lysed through the prism of apparently more 
universalist ideologies: liberalism, socialism, 
conservatism, religious fundamentalism, an-
archism, fascism or racism. The past two de-
cades are in particular viewed as being char-
acterised by the strong forms of universalist 
creeds: the world-wide proliferation of the 
neo-liberal doctrines and practices; the ever 
increasing globalisation of the economy, poli-
tics and culture; the intensive expansion of 
cosmopolitanism, individualism and trans-
national identities; and conspicuous religious 
revivals. However, despite all these major or-
ganisational and ideological transformations 
that have taken place nationalism did not 
vanish. On the contrary, nationalist doctrines 
and practices have demonstrated resilience 
and ability to adapt to different political and 
economic conditions and to co-exist with 
very different belief systems. Hence, nation-
alist discourses were crucial for the justifica-
tion of the communist rule in Romania of the 
20th century and in Stroessner’s right wing 
dictatorship in Paraguay just as they were in 
the democratic USA and France. This has not 
changed dramatically in this century as the 
strong nationalist sentiments underpin such 

diverse political orders as Islamist 
Iran, communist North Korea, and 
liberal Denmark. Nationalism re-
mains a potent source of popular 
legitimacy.

The significance and omnipres-
ence of nationalism in different 
historical contexts and diverse po-

litical environments is well elaborated in this 
edited collection. The authors provide rich 
empirical analyses of nationalist ideas and 
practices in several regions of the world in-
cluding the Balkans, Iberia, the Caucasus, 
Central Asia, the Middle East, Western Af-
rica and Latin America. Thus J. O’Loughlin 
and G. O’Tuathail compare and contrast the 
results of large-scale surveys of popular atti-
tudes towards the ethno-national separatism 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina and the North 
Caucasus. They find Bosnian ethnic groups 
more inclined towards separatism than those 
in the Caucasus. Interestingly enough this 
seems to be determined much more by the re-
spondent’s professional status, religiosity and 
education more than one’s war experience. 
Thus, unlike the North Caucasus in Bosnia, 
all three dominant ethnic groups ‘with below 
average incomes express high preference for 
separatism’ (p. 17). 

J. Munoz, D. Muro, F. Molina and P.J. Oiarza-
bal focus on the nationalist experiences in 
Spain. While Munoz examines the changing 
understandings of national pride in Spanish 
society before and after Franco, Muro and 
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Molina and Oiarzabal study the specificities 
of the Basque case. Muro shows how radi-
cal Basque nationalists utilise the collective 
memory of past wars such as the 19th century 
Carlist Wars and the Spanish Civil War to jus-
tify their use of violence in the post Franco 
period. In contrast, to the neo-Durkhemian 
theories of nationalism, which interpret 
shared memories and myths as a source of 
collective solidarity, Muro emphasises the 
instrumental character of the ‘usable past’: 
the radical Basque elites invoke the images of 
martyrdom and victimhood to mobilise pop-
ular support and legitimise the deployment of 
violent strategy. Molina and Oiarzabal extend 
this analysis further by exploring the impact 
Basque diaspora had in the formation of na-
tionalist movements in Spain, Argentina, and 
Venezuela. They argue that nation-building 
in the Iberian Peninsula and Latin America 
was often fostered by the transatlantic net-
works of minority and regional groupings so 
that Basques were influential in the develop-
ment of different nationalisms with the most 
prominent example being the Venezuelan of 
Basque origin - Simon Bolivar.

C. Saracoglu’s analysis of the relationships be-
tween Turkish nationalism and Kurdish mi-
grants in Izmir challenges the dominant per-
spectives which either treat ‘Kurdish problem’ 
as a question of security or economic under-
development, or alternatively see raising anti-
Kurdish sentiments as a product of the state 
policies. Instead Saracoglu argues that popu-
lar hostility in some Turkish cities towards the 
Kurdish immigrants from Eastern Anatolia is 
grounded in the changing social relations on 
the grassroots level. Rather than passively fol-
lowing directions from the political parties or 
the government, the process of ‘ethnisation’ 
and ‘exclusive recognition’ develops ‘from be-
low’: ordinary Turks ‘produce and reproduce 
a particular image of the Kurds based on their 

individual experiences and interactions in ev-
eryday life of Turkish cities’ (p. 59). 

The contributions by U.B. Ikpe and L.P. Mar-
kowitz explore the different trajectories of na-
tionalism and ethnic divides in Nigeria and 
Central Asia respectively. Using the Weberian 
framework Ikpe demonstrates the centrality 
of a patrimonial state in reproducing social 
animosities between main ethnic groups. The 
focus is on the clientelistic character of the 
Nigerian state, which allows for personalisa-
tion, commodification, and commercialisa-
tion of state offices that ultimately incite po-
litical elites to mobilise the population along 
ethnic lines to monopolise these offices. This 
emphasis on the role of political elites is also 
visible in Markowitz’s comparative analysis 
of nationalist movements in Uzbekistan and 
Tajikistan. However unlike the Nigerian case 
in these two Central Asian states, it was the 
failure of ethno-nationalist movements that 
stands out. Markowitz argues that this can be 
explained by the poor tactical choices made 
by the movement leaders in both states: these 
leaders imitated their counterparts in the Bal-
tics and adopted politically unsuitable ‘mater 
frames’ to articulate their nationalist massage. 

This is a valuable collection of empirically rich 
case studies that will appeal not only to schol-
ars and students across different disciplines 
but also to the wider audience interested in 
the study of nationalism. All seven chapters 
convincingly demonstrate that nationalism is 
far from being a marginal phenomenon in the 
contemporary world. On the contrary, what 
comes strongly across from the ample re-
search collected in this book is precisely how 
vigorous and forceful nationalist ideas and 
practices remain in the apparently globalised 
world that we inhabit today. What is distinct 
about nationalism is its protean ability: since 
its inception at end of 18th century until the 



BOOK REVIEWS

210 Insight Turkey

present nationalist ideology was always capa-
ble of metamorphosing and adapting to very 
different social, political, and economic con-

ditions. Whether we like it or not nationalism 
endures as the principal source of political le-
gitimacy in the contemporary world. 
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Multiple Modernities and Postsecular Societies

Multiple Modernities and Post-
secular Societies brings together 
the two recently much discussed 
concepts in its title and explores 
them through a number of case 
studies. The introduction by Mas-
simo Rosati and Kristina Stoeckl, 
the volume’s editors, provides a use-
ful recapitulation of these two ideas 
and draws attention to their potential links. 
The framework of multiple modernities, as 
developed by Shmuel Eisenstadt and further 
articulated by a number of his colleagues and 
students, contains many advantages over its 
intellectual alternatives. While it allows the 
comparative analysis of the modern features 
of different world societies, it has a much less 
rigid structure than classical modernization 
theory. The latter assumed that all societies 
would follow more or less the same (West-
ern) trajectory of modernization and even-
tually converge in their cultural and insti-
tutional features. The multiple modernities 
model avoids the ideological underpinnings 
of its precursor by positing that each society 
selectively appropriates and interprets the 
cultural program and institutional patterns of 
modernity in line with its preexisting cultural 
characteristics. Thus, societal patterns that 
diverge from their Western counterparts are 
not automatically labeled non-modern. Fi-

nally, the decoupling of modernity 
from Westernization and the attri-
bution of reflectivity and creativity 
to non-Western cultures provides 
an important alternative against 
simplistic versions of civilization-
al analysis in the Huntingtonian 
mold.

The association of modernity with secular-
ity has increasingly come under question 
within the last three decades. The concept of 
postsecular society has arguably emerged as 
the most coherent response to this challenge 
in philosophy and the social sciences. The 
editors of the present volume largely adopt 
Habermas’s definition of the concept: the 
postsecular refers to the understanding that 
religion has and will continue to have a vital 
presence in modern societies, leading to the 
co-existence of secular and religious world-
views and practices in the public sphere. As 
a normative ideal, postsecularity requires 
reflectivity and openness to communica-
tion on the part of both secular and religious 
citizens.

The notions of multiple modernities and 
postsecular society seem to be a natural fit. 
Secular public spheres may be said to be 
largely a feature of West European modernity 


