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Movement (MQM) in Pakistan. He utilizes 
his ethnographic work in Pakistan and his 
reading of five Dutch novels to show the simi-
larity and contrast between Dutch populism 
and the Muhajir movement in Pakistan. Jing-
yang Yu’s contribution looks at the socializa-
tion of language and morality at the Chinese 
Christian Church of Berlin. It focuses on how 
the ethnic identity of Chinese immigrants 
is constructed with language and culture to 
reinstate the feeling of Chinese nationalism 
and assimilate them into German society as 
a bonus point. Afterword by Peter van der 
Veer assists the readers to interweave lengthy 
yet unique essays discussed within the larger 
context of nationalism or national ‘self.’ He 
justifies why one needs the discipline of an-

thropology to understand the chaotic world 
we are part of. 

In sum, The Nation Form in the Global Age: 
Ethnographic Perspectives propels us to imag-
ine ourselves without nation-states or think 
beyond them. The volume urges scholars and 
future works to think of a few questions such 
as: Can we think of an alternative to nation-
alism and nation-states? Does religion play a 
uniform role in forming or obstructing a na-
tional identity? Apart from the anthropolo-
gists, the book will also enrich the under-
standing of historians, sociologists, scholars of 
politics, and anyone interested in reading an 
alternative account of nationalism, modernity, 
and non-western experiences of secularism.

Iran’s military policy is a contentious 
subject. Ofira Seliktar and Farhad 
Rezaei provide a comprehensive 
look at how Iran has been imple-
menting asymmetrical warfare strat-
egy and proxy war since the estab-
lishment of the Islamic Revolution 
in their book Iran, Revolution, and 
Proxy Wars. Drawing upon com-
prehensive primary and secondary sources, 
the authors do due diligence by analyzing, 
case-by-case, how Iran’s proxy war strategies 
through Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps–
Quds Force (IRGC-QF) are multifactional and 
target-oriented and to what extent these proxy 
war tools are correlated with Iran’s revolution-
ary ideology and geopolitical ambitions. 

The first chapter provides historical 
background and elaborates on how 
Khomeini’s Islamic revolution le-
gitimized the requirement of politi-
cal violence to export the revolution 
beyond Iran’s borders. To carry out 
this mission, this chapter illustrates 
how the IRGC has been established 
and how IRGC-QF is the main re-

sponsible structure to embark its proxies 
through Shiite militias in neighboring coun-
tries such as Lebanon, Iraq, Syria, Yemen, 
and Bahrain. The authors also underline the 
relationship between Foreign Ministry and 
IRGC-QF as the Iranian embassies and cul-
tural centers in Muslim countries as “these 
dual-use proxies garnered political legiti-
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macy while offering a cover for terror” (p. 17). 
Lastly, the chapter lays the foundation of how 
Revolutionary Guards have systematically de-
veloped asymmetrical warfare strategies, pre-
venting Iranian authorities from becoming a 
direct target on the international stage. 

Chapter 2 elaborates on Hezbollah, starting 
from its establishment phase to demonstrate 
the scope of application of Iran’s asymmetri-
cal warfare strategy in Lebanon. The authors 
concentrate on how the cooperation between 
IRGC and Hezbollah was formed and how it 
has masterminded Hezbollah’s development 
throughout the years in the region, bonded by 
the mutual aim to destruct Israel. The nexus 
between Iran and Hezbollah persistently ex-
poses the role of Hezbollah with regard to 
Iran’s revolutionary ideology and the ambi-
tion to export the revolution. 

Chapter 3 interrogates the asymmetrical war-
fare strategy of the IRGC-QF in Palestine. 
The emphasis on the liberation of Jerusalem 
from Israeli occupation is recalled as one of 
the key objectives of the revolutionary ide-
ology. Motivated by political and religious 
goals, the Iranian regime does not accept any 
convergence between Palestine and Israel and 
utilized its proxies, including Hezbollah, to 
hamper the peace process at all costs. In this 
respect, Seliktar and Rezaei argue that “the 
derailed peace process was the clearest indi-
cation yet that using proxies was a low-cost, 
high-yield strategy” (p. 69). 

The authors probe into the relationship be-
tween al-Qaeda and IRGC-QF in chapter 4. 
The chapter explains how IRGC-QF’s sphere 
of influence extends in Africa by providing 
examples from Sudan, Somalia, and Egypt. 
The logistical, financial, and intelligence 
support of IRGC–QF and al-Qaeda showed 
asymmetrical warfare strategies such as es-

pionage, sabotage, explosion, and assassina-
tion. Somalia’s geopolitical position, located 
in the Horn of Africa, encouraged IRGC-QF 
to export the revolution in the continent. De-
spite Iran’s huge spending, authors argue that 
IRGC-QF could not transform Sudan into 
another Lebanon. 

Chapter 5 discusses the establishment of 
IRGC-QF proxies in Iraq and the spread of 
its military and political influence post-9/11. 
The developments after 9/11 and the removal 
of Saddam were considered “God’s Gift to 
Iran” (p. 129). In general, IRGC-QF’s strate-
gies are interpreted as their endeavor to es-
tablish a second Lebanon in Iraq. Seliktar and 
Rezaei also underline how IRGC-QF orga-
nized and instrumentalized its proxies, Badr 
Brigade and Mahdi Army, to prevail against 
the Sunni militias and U.S. army in Iraq. Ad-
ditionally, the utilization of political actors 
such as Nouri al-Maliki in Iraq to enhance its 
sphere of influence of Iran is analyzed. 

Chapter 6 begins with a brief historical back-
ground between Iran and Syria, and Syria’s 
support during the Iran-Iraq War, which laid 
the foundation for their cooperation for the 
future. Then, the authors discuss why Syria’s 
geographical position inevitably places itself 
in Iran’s revolutionary export project. The 
rest of the chapter demonstrates how IRGC-
QF played a role in keeping Bashar al-Assad 
in power during the Arab Spring, and Seliktar 
and Rezaei argue that under the leadership 
of Soleimani, IRGC-QF implemented mul-
tifactional military strategies to fight both 
anti-Assad powers and also ISIS in Syria. The 
particular importance of the Shiite Liberation 
Army in expanding Iran’s proxy capacities 
is detailed, as well as religious propaganda, 
which was important in encouraging volun-
teers to fight in Syria, echoing Khamenei’s call 
for the “door to martyrdom which was closed 
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by the end of the Iran-Iraq War is now open 
in Syria” (p. 184). 

Chapter 7 touches upon Iran’s moves to ex-
port the revolution in the Gulf peninsula 
with Shiite populations, namely Saudi Ara-
bia, Bahrain, and Yemen. It discusses how the 
relationship between Iran and Saudi Arabia 
morphed between 1987 and 1990, with Saudi 
Hezbollah, IRGC-QF’s proxy, undermining 
rapprochement with several terror attacks. 
The authors’ emphasis on Bahrain through 
IRGC-QF’s role in the military coup against 
the Sunni al-Khalifa dynasty, placing it as 
an important location in Iran’s geopolitical 
agenda.   Lastly, the authors examine the ri-
valry between Saudi Arabia and Iran in Ye-
men, a key topic as it demonstrated IRGC’s 
naval strategy and its success which embold-
ened Iran’s ambition to extend the Shiite 
crescent.  

The pioneering work of Seliktar and Rezaei 
presents a comprehensive and multidimen-
sional investigation into Iran’s asymmetrical 
warfare strategy and its implementation in 
many countries from the Middle East to Af-
rica. Analyzing IRGC’s proxies’ case by case 
and the detailed relations network of the lead-
ing figures in all proxy groups with Iranian 
officials provide a broad insight throughout 
the book. It also shows how Iran’s revolution-

ary ideology and multifaceted foreign policy 
for this purpose have not changed their di-
rection at the cost of damaging the political 
mechanism between moderates and hard-
liners. It does not only focus on the military 
side of the proxy wars but also evaluates how 
Iranian political factionalism determines the 
developments for the moves of IRGC-QF. Im-
portantly, the authors highlight how IRGC-
QF successfully deploys its proxies regardless 
of their sectarian differences to fight against 
bigger threats such as the U.S. and Israel. The 
failures and apprehension of the U.S. officials 
to prevent IRGC-QF advancement are also 
important indicators of understanding the 
limitations of great powers. 

The book could be enriched further if a few 
additional points had been addressed. While 
the book focuses on asymmetrical warfare 
strategy and proxy wars, a brief explanation at 
the beginning would be helpful to understand 
these terms and what they involve in a general 
context. Secondly, although there was a great 
deal of information on the military supplies 
that Iran has provided to various groups, its 
economic impact on Iran’s economy was not 
emphasized to understand the budget of the 
IRGC-QF.  All in all, the book’s scope would 
be considered a significant reference guide for 
researchers focusing on Iran’s proxies in the 
Middle East and North Africa.


