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The main purpose of The Caliphate
at War is to elucidate and explain
the Islamic State in a comprehensive
way. The book reveals the historical
evolution of the ISIS in a clear and
detailed way, perfectly revealing the
ups and downs in the evolution of
ISIS, while focusing on its ideology,
organization, and war-fighting and
state-building enterprises.

The book consists of six chapters. The first in-
troductory chapter describes Hashim’s meth-
odology; in the second chapter, entitled “The
Unlucky Country,” the author focuses on
Irags historical, political, and cultural envi-
ronment from ancient Mesopotamia to recent
history. Hashim makes a special focus on the
periods of the Baathist regime, the U.S. inva-
sion (2003-2011), and the post-withdrawal
period (2011-2017) in order to perfectly un-
derstand the Islamic State. The reason for this
special focus is that “the Iraq’s recent history
has provided the fertile ground within which
IS emerged and thrived” (p. 8). In addition,
Hashim examines Shia and Sunni groups and
their relations with the government during
these periods.

The third chapter, “Why They Fight,” deals
with the ideology and goals of ISIS. It reveals
the ideological contestations between ISIS
and other local and foreign actors. Hashim
points out that the actors with which ISIS
was in conflict include the U.S., the Sunni

groups who participated in the po-
litical processes, the Shias, and the
Kurds. In this chapter, Hashim also
examines the insurgency against
the U.S. invasion and its failure.
The insurgency consisted of five
groups: Iraqis from the former re-
gime, nationalists, tribal elements,
various local Islamist fighters, and
the transnational Islamist group Jamaat al-
Tawhid wal-Jihad, which was the early ver-
sion of what is known today as the Islamic
State. Hashim states that the insurgency
failed because there were competing visions,
goals, and different ideas about the opera-
tional methods between these groups. This is
an important argument in terms of explain-
ing the rise of ISIS in 2013.

The fourth chapter, “From Network to Or-
ganization,” examines the structure of the
Islamic State and its evolution from Jund
al-Sham to its current form. Jund al-Sham,
the first version of ISIS, evolved into Jamaat
al-Tawhid wal-Jihad under the leadership of
Abu Musab al-Zarqawi. Later, the group de-
clared its allegiance to al-Qaeda and was re-
named al-Qaeda in Iraq. After the death of
their founder Zarqawi, the new leader of the
organization renamed the group the Islamic
State of Iraq. After the outbreak of the Syr-
ian civil war it renamed itself the Islamic State
of Iraq and the Levant. During that historical
evolution, what is important to notice is that
although many leaders of the organization
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were killed, it was not dissolved. This shows
the institutional success of ISIS. The most
striking part of this chapter is that Hashim
shows the increasing cooperation between
two ideological enemies, the Islamic States of
Iraq and the Baathist groups. Their coopera-
tion grew because of the increasing power of
their common enemies, the Shia and Iran.

The fifth chapter, “Organizing to Fight,” pro-
vides information about the evolution and
uniqueness of ISIS’ way of warfare. Accord-
ing to Hashim, the disagreements between
ISIS and the Sunni community caused to
decline of the groups military capabilities,
especially after 2008. When the Islamic State
of Iraq started to increase its oppression over
the Sunni community, Sunni tribes started
the al-Sahwah movement against ISIS, draw-
ing upon the support of the U.S. and the Iraqi
government. This situation brought the de-
cline of the military capabilities of ISIS in
Iraq. However, after 2012, ISIS implemented
a new and improved way of warfare by tak-
ing lessons from its previous mistakes. ISIS
became capable of pursuing new tactics, pro-
ducing existing weapon systems on an indus-
trial scale and developing new weapons.

The sixth chapter, “Organizing to Build Ca-
liphate 3.0,” focuses on the state-formation
and nation-building enterprises of the Islamic
State. According to Hashim, the Syrian civil
war and the political exclusion of the Sunni
groups in Iraq created an opportunity for
ISIS to increase its capacity in Iraq and Syria.
Hashim argues that the state-building and na-
tion building efforts of the Islamic State failed
as a result of the military campaign against it.
Due to these failures, the Sunni groups’ early
positive attitude toward ISIS disappeared.

One of the main important contribution of
this book is that the demise of the Islamic

State in 2017 is not the end of the story: ISIS
may regenerate itself and emerge again in
another form by learning from its mistakes.
Moreover, the situation in Iraq still consti-
tutes an important opportunity for organi-
zations like ISIS to emerge and exploit the
grievances of the people. It can be concluded
from the book that the existence of potential
popular support for these kinds of organiza-
tions must be eliminated through resolving
the injustices and disorder in Iraq. Another
significance of the book is its special focus on
the key personalities of ISIS, and its construc-
tion of the story of the Islamic State through
their speeches and statements.

The main criticism of the book would be
that, as a contribution to academic research,
it lacks theoretical consistency in explaining
the emergence of the Islamic State in Iraq. The
Caliphate at War provides so many details
and so much information about the Islamic
State, yet it does not offer an overall theory
to explain the story of the Islamic State. The
lack of an overall theory causes some seri-
ous problems in order to deal with bulk of
information the book yields about ISIS. To
give one example: on the one hand, Hashim
states the vital role of the U.S. prisons, which
enabled ISIS to spread its ideology and recruit
more fighters; on the other hand, he claims
that the U.S. withdrawal from Iraq caused
the rise of ISIS. Even though one would ar-
gue that these contradicting arguments could
be categorized under opportunity-based ex-
planations, his explanations of the rise of the
Islamic State by focusing on the grievances of
Sunni groups complicates the situation much
more. The reason is that grievance-based ex-
planations are quite different from opportu-
nity-based explanations in the literature in
terms of having different causal mechanisms
to explain the insurgency or the rise of radical
organizations.
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Moreover, while Hashim describes the injus-
tice and disorder caused by the Iraqi govern-
ment, he could benefit from the literature on
post-war reconstruction in order to explain
the rise of ISIS. Furthermore, another short-
coming of the book is that it has little to say
about the foreign fighters participating in ISIS
from western countries. Although Hashim
touches upon the relations between foreign
and local fighters, he does not specifically ex-
amine the role of western fighters and their

networks, which were very important for the
growth of ISIS.

The Caliphate at War is a comprehensive anal-
ysis of the Islamic State from its beginnings to
its current form. In addition to revealing the
story of ISIS in detail, its examination of the
relations between local and foreign actors in-
volved in the conflicts after the U.S. invasion
provides a better understanding of the sectar-
ian conflict in Iraq.
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Migration flows towards Europe, in
other words, the migration crisis is
a very delicate problem in Europe
due to its important political, eco-
nomic and social consequences
for the future of the European
countries. This book addresses the
challenges faced by the European
Union member states, which have
already been deeply affected by dense migra-
tion flows. For Europe, actually there are two
sides of the medallion when it comes to mi-
gration. On the one hand, Europe needs in-
expensive migrant labor to support sustain-
able economic activity. On the other hand,
Europe will reach its limits in the near future,
and is already facing the institutional, eco-
nomic and social challenges of the migration
flows.

This book analyzes East-West migration in
the European Union, which has been a hotly-
debated topic for years. However, the novelty
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is that it offers an Eastern European
perspective regarding migration. In
every chapter of the book, there is
an emphasis on the economic as-
pect of migration. Literally, every
chapter reveals the importance of
migration inside Europe in terms of
economic development. Migration
from East to West is indispensable
in terms of the continuity of economic ac-
tivities for Western, developed states, because
migrants mean cheap labor force for the mar-
ket. However, emigration from the Eastern
European states has irreversible negative ef-
fects in the long term although it has positive
effects in the short term. This is the novelty
of this book; firstly, it addresses the impact of
immigration with a focus on the immigrant
receiving countries from a Western-Europe-
an perspective and then, secondly, it analyzes
the consequences of emigration with a focus
on the emigrant-sending countries from an
Eastern-European perspective.
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