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norms for “altruistic” reasons. They argue 
that the EU is a rational actor only concerned 
with self-interest.
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China, boasting the second-biggest 
economy in the world, pursued an 
enormous project called the Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI) in 2013. 
This project aims to revive the an-
cient Silk Road in line with China’s 
economic targets. The book China’s 
Economic and Political Presence in 
the Middle East and South Asia, ed-
ited by Mehran Haghirian and Luciano Zac-
cara, investigates the relationship between 
China and Middle Eastern, North African, 
and Southern Asia countries within the frame-
work of the BRI. The book presents a holistic 
perspective to understand China’s presence in 
different regions. While highlighting China’s 
non-interference policy in each chapter, the 
book underlines possible risks and opportu-
nities for the countries in question. The book 
consists of 10 chapters (excluding the intro-
duction) focusing on different areas.

The first chapter introduces Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) countries’ relations 

with China under three main top-
ics, namely economics, politics-
security, and historical, ethnic, 
and cultural, by referring to the 
influence of external actors Russia 
and the U.S. This chapter analyzes 
the relations using the data from 
Chinese foreign direct investment 
(FDI) in MENA regions. With A 

Global FDI’s data, the chapter indicates Chi-
nese expansion worldwide. Significantly, after 
the launch of the BRI project (in the period 
between 2015 and 2018), Chinese investment 
increased by 137 percent in the MENA region 
(p. 15). The data also shows that Chinese in-
volvement with MENA countries is not only 
related to the energy sector but also extends 
to the transport and real estate sectors. 

Chapter 2 analysis China-Iran relations by em-
ploying role theory. It first defines the middle 
and great powers and goes on to examine 
China-Iran role conceptions. The Iran Revo-
lution and Chinese expansion after the 1980s 
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provided that these states had similar “other-
ness.” For that reason, the chapter highlights 
“non-Western identity as the fundamental fea-
ture of Sino-Iranian relations” (p. 50). Chapter 
3 presents a comparative analysis of the sanc-
tion’s effect on Iran. While Iran’s economic 
dependency on China increased amid sanc-
tions, this also occurred in the peer countries 
at the same time, particularly following both 
the European Union’s (EU) and U.S.’ sanctions 
against Iran in 2016. In line with this compari-
son, Iran’s eastward turn was more circum-
stantial than strategic (p. 62). 

Chapter 4 exposes China’s Middle East pol-
icy, especially in the context of the Gulf Co-
operation Council (GCC). The chapter first 
expresses that after China became an oil 
importer in 1993, the importance of Middle 
Eastern countries increased over time. It later 
focuses on the developments that started with 
the BRI in the Middle East and also discusses 
the Arab Policy Paper and China’s engage-
ment framework with the Middle East (the 
“1+2+3” cooperation framework) (p. 77). In 
line with existing literature, this chapter ex-
amines the energy sector and non-oil sector 
relations in the China and GCC context. As a 
result, it argues that “China’s non-interfering 
approach,” “its pragmatist attitude toward 
Iran apart from the U.S.,” and the GCC’s aim 
for diversification strengthened their rela-
tions. Chapter 5 also presents historical rela-
tions between the GCC and China. Drawing 
attention to the U.S.’ security provider role 
in the Gulf, this chapter explains that China 
used this secure setting for its material inter-
ests. Lastly, the chapter points out the Ara-
bian Peninsula’s geostrategic importance in 
the U.S.’ Indo-Pacific strategy.

The sixth chapter begins with the hypoth-
esis that Türkiye-China relations would most 
likely clash in the Middle East, particularly in 

the political, economic, and security fields. 
Avoiding this possible conflict, it suggests 
increasing China’s investment in Türkiye, at-
tracting more Chinese tourists to Türkiye, and 
Türkiye’s integrating with BRI projects. Chap-
ter 7 analyzes Russia-China relations, includ-
ing Iran, via the Syria issue. While China, Rus-
sia, and Iran are an alliance at the global level, 
when it comes to Syria, salient divergences oc-
cur among them. The proof of this argument 
is China’s economic capability. 

Chapter 8 explores the historical Israel-China 
relations and analyzes its effect on the U.S. and 
the Islamic world. This chapter differentiates 
China-Israel relations from ties with Islamic 
countries. It argues that though China-Israel 
relations are a product of “mutual admira-
tion, economic complementary,” relations be-
tween Islamic countries and China arise from 
“cultural bonds and solidarity” (p. 170). The 
chapter also addresses U.S. concerns related to 
China-Israel relations, namely defense-related 
technology acquired by China and Chinese 
influence in Israel. In this context, though the 
Islamic world is mentioned, the concerns of 
Muslims and the definition of the term “Is-
lamic World” are not clearly explained.

Chapter 9 discusses China’s relationships 
with Bangladesh and Pakistan in the frame-
work of structural realism. In the anarchic 
regional order, great powers, including India 
and China, dominate, and small states need 
alliances to survive. Due to the contention be-
tween Pakistan and India, the chapter claims 
this tension brings countries together. There-
fore, Pakistan aims to build a strategic bal-
ance against India. Bangladesh doesn’t share 
the same position as Pakistan, so it utilizes 
a hedging strategy with China versus India. 
Finally, the 10th chapter analyzes China’s ap-
proach to Afghanistan in the neo-classical re-
alist theory. In light of the theory, the chapter 
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focuses on the withdrawal of the U.S. from 
Afghanistan as a systemic change. On the 
other hand, the chapter claims that the overall 
change in China’s foreign policy increased the 
importance of Afghanistan. Both systemic 
and domestic changes advanced China’s in-
volvement in Afghanistan, of course in line 
with the non-interference policy. 

Overall, this book presents a holistic per-
spective of China’s presence in the discussed 

countries. Even readers unfamiliar with Chi-
nese foreign policy and the BRI can grasp the 
general topic. This book, in general, sticks 
by China’s non-interference policy in each 
chapter. As mentioned earlier, some concepts 
like the Islamic world, are used unclearly 
and referred to very little. Nonetheless, it is 
very useful in terms of future suggestions. I 
recommend the book as a good reference for 
graduate students, academicians, and people 
who wonder how China works.
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This book provides a comprehen-
sive study of how Islamist forces 
in the Middle East seek to rede-
fine power relationships within the 
international system post-2010. 
Furthermore, it sheds light on how 
Islamist ideology has emerged 
in the face of reality (e.g., open-
ing up to democratic principles or 
cooperating with non-Muslim states) and 
examines how political Islam players put 
their ideology into action concerning for-
eign policy and international relations. After 
a foreword by Olivier Roy, the book has 
seven chapters. Mohamed-Ali Adraoui, the 
book’s editor and author of its first chapter, 
is currently a political and social scientist at 
Georgetown University. The author special-
izes in the Islamist movements and parties 
within the Islamic world and their exercises 
in the political sphere, of which this book is 
an outcome. 

In the first chapter, Adraoui dis-
cusses the interaction of the Is-
lamist parties with international 
relations. The subtitle of the chap-
ter, which labels this relationship a 
“dialectical relationship,” deals with 
the difficulties that arise due to 
this conceptual framework. Hence, 
the concepts of foreign policy, Is-

lamism, and political parties, and trying to 
bring them together in the context of differ-
ent nations became possible during the early 
21st century after “Islamist” parties came to 
power in Muslim-majority countries. This 
edition seeks to accomplish this task by ana-
lyzing political parties in Morocco, Tunisia, 
and Türkiye, as well as social movements 
in Egypt, Palestine, and Lebanon, with each 
country covered in a single chapter, respec-
tively. Thus, the book tries to shed light on 
the stance of Islamist-rooted politics within 
the international arena. The challenges of 

The Foreign Policy of Islamist Political Parties: 
Ideology in Practice


