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popular support by depoliticizing the pan-
demic response and minimizing polarization 
by relying on scientific evidence and medi-
cal experts. The use of traditional populist 
techniques by opposition parties amid the 
pandemic threat has surely been problem-
atic. The authors present a complete picture 
of the crisis atmosphere infiltrating political 
and private life, in which it is much easier to 
propagate a sense of urgency. 

Obviously, it is difficult to pinpoint a single 
populist trend during the pandemic. How-
ever, the book is deserving of praise for 
breaking the ground that such a crisis would 
yield significant benefits for the populist par-
ties in opposition. Overall, Populism and the 
Politicization of the COVID-19 Crisis in Eu-
rope is a successful discourse analysis of pop-
ulist parties. The authors’ clean organization 

of these exceedingly difficult and intersecting 
cases  can serve as a useful and trustworthy 
guide for scholars studying different strate-
gies of right- and left-wing populist parties 
and the discursive battles they wage in the 
context of a crisis environment. It provides 
a sense of why populists use this particular 
rhetoric and how this plays out with their 
core constituency. However, the analytic na-
ture of the book places undue pressure on 
the authors to apply the same frame and this 
raises major problems that may cast doubt on 
the book’s central conclusion: there is little 
sense of the contestation and deep divides 
these populist strategies both tapped into and 
opened up further. Along with its scholarly 
value, the book will be of considerable inter-
est to anybody curious about the populist 
parties and their reactions in a time of world-
wide turmoil.
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The Road Before Me Weeps, written 
by BBC correspondent in Budapest 
Nick Thorpe, traces the stories of 
migrants and refugees coming from 
the war-torn countries of the Mid-
dle East and North Africa (MENA). 
The book tells the stories of refugees 
using the Western Balkan route, 
the preferred route from Turkey to 
Western Europe between 2014-2018. Thorpe 
details the experiences of the refugees on the 
road, the assistance and the hostility directed 
at them, and their failures and successes as 

they strive toward a life of peace and 
security in Western Europe. The au-
thor ingeniously blends facts and 
emotions, thanks to his recurrent 
visits to the fields, forests, refugee 
camps, villages, and towns where 
refugees rest or hide from officials. 
Thorpe’s conversations with these 
travelers allow readers to witness 

the harsh living conditions to which they are 
exposed in their home countries, the con-
ditions that make their decision to flee the 
country in which they were born unavoidable, 
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their failed attempts, and recurring efforts to 
cross borders and seas, despite knowing that 
the possibility of death may await them at the 
end of the road. 

The book unfolds the policies around the ref-
ugee influx to Europe and the experiences of 
the refugees along the Western Balkan migra-
tion route between 2014-2018. With a focus 
on the political atmosphere and the policies 
of European countries regarding the refugee 
influx, The Road Before Me Weeps may be 
summarized according to its main themes. 
Between 2014 and 2018, approximately 3.7 
million people claimed asylum in European 
countries; the sudden influx of immigrants 
exceeded the capacity of both transit and 
target countries. Brexit and Donald Trump’s 
campaign for presidency occurred exactly at 
this time and were in part the result of con-
cerns about immigration. After 2014, under 
the Dublin procedures, the system that al-
lowed the target country to send refugees back 
to the country through which they had first 
entered European territory became unwork-
able. The refugees objected to being deported 
to these countries, and the countries them-
selves refused to welcome them. Complicat-
ing matters further, particularly after the July 
15 coup attempt in Turkey, the readmission 
agreement that had been reached between the 
EU and Turkey was not working as efficiently 
as planned. The refugee influx caused a dead-
lock in the system and, as a result, each coun-
try created its own national policies to deal 
with the refugee crisis without consulting the 
others. In this sense, the European Union is 
not a union anymore –at least in terms of how 
to respond to this crisis. 

Germany’s chancellor Angela Merkel and 
Hungary’s prime minister Viktor Orban rep-
resent the two poles of attitude toward the 
migration issue and Europe’s asylum policy. 

Hungary saw the mass migration as a threat 
to the security of both Hungary and Europe 
due to the possible link between migrants and 
terrorism and viewed the refugee influx as an 
economic issue rather than a humanitarian 
crisis. The argument was that if they were ref-
ugees fleeing from the war, they would stay in 
Turkey or other neighboring countries where 
they could live their lives in peace. Thus, those 
seeking asylum in Europe were categorized 
as economic migrants. In this scenario, the 
best solution to stop migration and to protect 
Hungary and Europe’s external borders were 
seen as building walls and fences at the bor-
ders –a practice reminiscent of the Cold War 
years. Orban responded to such criticisms by 
stating that “the new Iron Curtain is for us, 
not against us.” (p. 135).

In contrast to the Hungarian stance, Ger-
many interpreted the refugee influx as a hu-
manitarian crisis and urged Europe to deal 
with this crisis without forgetting humanitar-
ian and European values. Merkel announced 
that those people would get refugee status, 
which is not surprising when their war-torn 
countries are considered. Thus, refugees are 
welcomed by Germany. However, since the 
burden of their integration exceeds the gener-
osity of a single country, European countries 
must share the responsibility and create a col-
lective response. 

Obviously, fences are not real solutions: they 
can reduce the number of people coming in 
but they cannot stop them. Fences can func-
tion as an instrument for controlling bor-
ders in a limited way because “people can 
cut through or climb through or dig under 
fences” (p. 193). Furthermore, when Euro-
pean authorities limit the legal routes through 
which people can seek refuge, desperate peo-
ple turn to illegal ways, resorting to smug-
glers who guide them across borders, risking 
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their lives and making billions of euros in the 
process. Those smugglers are the cause of the 
influx, despite the increase of security precau-
tions at the borders. They are an important 
part of the refugee problem and protecting 
refugees from them must be a crucial point 
for the solution.
 
Up to this point, the book focuses on the 
political climate of Europe in regard to the 
refugee influx. In addition to describing the 
political conditions in play, Thorpe includes 
a multitude of stories reflecting the miseries 
of the refugees. The Road Before Me Weeps is 
thus also a valuable oral history study; Thorpe 
visits many places on the migration route and 
collects preserves, and interprets the experi-
ences and memories of the individuals and 
communities striving to escape war and seek 
refuge. While reading, you realize that those 
refugees are not just numbers or input data 
for statistical analysis. They are people deal-
ing with miserable conditions while migrat-
ing; they come to face to face with death 
many times, and they never give up or re-
turn because they do not have a country to 
go back to. While reading their stories, you 
realize that the most terrible thing that can 
happen to an individual is to become a state-

less person. Understandably, the book prefers 
a stance in favor of refugees and proposes a 
critical approach regarding the refugee poli-
cies of the European countries. Thorpe’s com-
mentary on the different national policies 
and their failure to manage the refugee crisis 
is that if European countries do not solve this 
problem, European Union will end up dis-
solved (p. 226). 

Perhaps the most important shortcoming of 
the book is its lack of a theoretical frame-
work. Thorpe conducted his fieldwork with 
great effort, spending four years in the field, 
and he successfully conveys his experiences 
to the readers. From an academic viewpoint, 
the lack of a theoretical framework through 
which to interpret this fieldwork is a fair criti-
cism. However, when it is considered that 
the author is not an academician but rather 
a journalist, this lack may be acceptable. De-
spite this potential shortcoming, The Road 
Before Me Weeps makes a precious contribu-
tion to migration literature, as well as the lit-
erature of political science, international rela-
tions, and sociology. It deserves the attention 
of academicians, policymakers, and anyone 
interested in the sociology and politics of ref-
uge issues.


