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Maliki, further strengthening the Iraq-Iran
alliance.

During the period starting after 2015, under
King Salman and Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman, efforts were made to re-establish
relations with Iraq. Saudi Foreign Minister
Adel al-Jubeir’s visit to Baghdad in 2017 was
a significant turning point. As a critique, this
chapter could have provided a more detailed
examination of the impact of Riyadh’s poli-
cies towards Maliki on its relations with other
Arab countries and the U.S.

The book highlights how Saudi Arabia’s biases
and erroneous decisions resulted in unfavor-
able outcomes in regional politics. Harvey
argues that Saudi Arabia’s policies effectively
drove Iraq into Iran’s sphere, actualizing the
self-fulfilling prophecy.

Katherine Harvey’s A Self-Fulfilling Prophecy
offers a comprehensive examination of Saudi
Arabias policies towards Iraq, filling an impor-
tant gap in Middle Eastern studies and interna-
tional relations. The book provides an in-depth
analysis of Saudi foreign policy dynamics and
their regional consequences. Additionally, the
relationship trajectory between these two key
Middle Eastern powers serves as a valuable re-
source for understanding state behaviors.

Harvey’s work is crucial for understanding
the impact of perceptual errors and the hu-
man factor on foreign policy. Due to its de-
tailed and comprehensive nature, the book is
likely to appeal more to academics and those
closely following the Middle East. It holds sig-
nificant value for both academic circles and
policymakers, offering insights that resonate
across these communities.
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The Arab Spring was a series of an-
ti-government protests, uprisings,
and armed rebellions that spread
across much of the Arab world. It
began in response to oppressive
regimes and a low standard of liv-
ing, starting with protests in Tuni-
sia following Mohamed Bouazizi’s
self-immolation in protest of police
corruption. With the success of the protests
in Tunisia leading to a revolution and the
ousting of President Zine El Abidine Ben Alj,
similar movements sprouted across other
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countries like Egypt, Libya, Syria,
and Bahrain.

The book The Age of the Counter-
Revolution by Jamie Allinson, a
Senior Lecturer in Politics and In-
ternational Relations at the Univer-
sity of Edinburgh, is based on his
expertise in Middle Eastern politics
to provide a nuanced examination of these
complex events. The book extends beyond
the regional focus to engage with broader
discussions about the nature of revolution
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and counter-revolution in the contemporary
world, making a significant contribution to
the field of political science and international
relations.

The book explores the aftermath of the Arab
Spring, framing it as a period dominated by
successful counter-revolutions rather than
failed revolutions. Counter-revolution is con-
ceptualized as efforts, collective and reactive,
to defend the status quo against significant
threats from revolutionary movements aim-
ing to overturn it. The discussion broadens
to include the term that counter revolution is
not merely a restoration of the old order but
often leads to the establishment of a new or-
der that, while quashing the revolutionary sit-
uation, still incorporates changes influenced
by the revolution it opposed.

The book consists of 8 chapters. The first
chapter introduces the concept that the Arab
Spring symbolizes the defeated hopes for de-
mocracy and social justice in the Middle East.
By examining the uprisings in Tunisia, Egypt,
Syria, Bahrain, Libya, and Yemen, Allinson
demonstrates how revolutionary situations
were overturned by counter-revolutions. His
analysis connects the Arab Uprising to a de-
cade of global protests, highlighting how
new forms of counter-revolution have made
it nearly impossible to enact political change
without first achieving fundamental social
transformation.

Chapter 2, titled “What Is Counter-Revolu-
tion?” delves into the complex nature of coun-
ter-revolution, framing it within the broader
context of the struggles following the Arab
Spring. The nuances of counter-revolution
are further dissected by examining its reli-
ance on both “from above” (elite-driven) and
“from below” (mass support) (p. 31) strate-
gies to reconstruct a semblance of the old

order, albeit often in a new form. This recon-
struction involves a blend of policy, repres-
sion, and popular mobilization against the
fundamental structural changes proposed or
initiated by revolutions. The author empha-
sizes the importance of narratives, identity,
and social expectations in the formation and
success of counter-revolutionary movements,
suggesting that counter-revolution, like revo-
lution, is deeply embedded in the social fabric
and political context in which it arises. Chap-
ter 3, “The Revolutionary Situations,” focuses
on establishing the presence of revolutionary
situations in Tunisia, Egypt, Syria, Bahrain,
Yemen, and Libya during the 2011 uprisings.
These revolutionary situations represented
moments where the previously stable po-
litical and social structures were challenged,
making alternative futures seem possible and
comprehensible.

Chapter 4, “Political Revolutions and Coun-
ter-Revolutions: Tunisia and Egypt,” contrasts
the outcomes of the Tunisian and Egyptian
revolutions, highlighting how each country
experienced significant political upheaval but
with differing results. In Tunisia, the revolu-
tion led to a somewhat stable constitutional
democracy, albeit under continuous threats
and challenges. The Tunisian case is pre-
sented as a success story of the Arab Spring,
where the transition to democracy was man-
aged without descending into civil war or
succumbing to foreign intervention. This
transition, however, was carefully orchestrat-
ed to preserve the social dominance of the old
elite under a new democratic guise. In con-
trast, Egypt’s revolutionary period resulted in
a stark counter-revolution, with the military’s
return to power under Abdel Fattah el-Sisi.
This transition not only reversed the demo-
cratic gains made post-revolution but also at-
tacked the very principle of popular control
of the state. The Egyptian case is marked by
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the suppression of the Muslim Brotherhood
and the broader civil society that had hoped
for democratic governance.

Chapter 5, “Militarising Counter-Revolution:
Syria and Bahrain,” examines the militarized
responses to the Arab Spring in Syria and
Bahrain, emphasizing the role of external
intervention, sectarianism, and the distinct
outcomes in both countries despite their ini-
tial similarities in managing to retain power
through the upheavals. Chapter 6, “From
Revolution to State Collapse: Libya and Ye-
men,” delves into the aftermath of the revo-
lutions in Libya and Yemen, highlighting the
complexities and the chaotic outcomes that
followed the initial uprisings. Both countries
transitioned from revolutionary fervour to
a state of fragmentation and civil war, with
multiple factions vying for control and influ-
ence. Chapter 7, “Revolutionary States? ISIS
and Rojava,” explores the radically differ-
ent paths taken by ISIS and the Kurdish-led
project in Rojava, Northern Syria, in the af-
termath of the Arab Spring. This analysis con-
trasts the attempts by these entities to estab-
lish new social orders amidst the regional tur-
moil. The last chapter, “Conclusion: Where Is
Counter-Revolution Going?” synthesizes the
insights gained from the analysis of the Arab
Spring and its aftermath, framing the broader
implications of counter-revolutionary move-
ments in the region and globally. Jamie Allin-
son draws three main lessons from the book’s
examination of the Arab Uprisings and their
counter-revolutions: the significance of coun-
ter-revolutions, the popularity of counter-
revolutions, and the international dimension
of counter-revolutions.

The book reflects on the trajectories of coun-
ter-revolutionary movements beyond the

Arab world, noting their implications for
global politics and the prospects for future
revolutionary change. Allinson suggests that
the era of revolutionary upheavals leading to
significant social transformations may be giv-
ing way to a new phase of political contention,
marked by the resurgence of counter-revolu-
tionary forces. This analysis points to the en-
during relevance of counter-revolution as a
lens through which to view the struggles for
political and social change in the 21* century.

His work emphasizes the role of popular sup-
port in enabling counter-revolutions and
points to the significance of international al-
liances in shaping the outcomes. One might
critique whether this framework sufficiently
accounts for the internal dynamics and het-
erogeneity within the revolutionary move-
ments themselves. The book’s methodology,
which involves comparing upheavals across
different countries, is a strength as it allows
for a comprehensive analysis of the counter-
revolution phenomenon.

The study undoubtedly contributes to the
field by suggesting a fresh perspective on the
Arab Spring and its aftermath. His study un-
doubtedly improves the ongoing debates and
actions of those still engaged in the struggle
for democracy and social justice in the Mid-
dle East. While Allinson’s The Age of Counter-
Revolution provides a valuable re-examina-
tion of the Arab Spring and its aftermath, a
crucial review might examine its theoretical
assumptions, methodological choices, depth
of historical contextualization, and impli-
cations of its arguments for both academia
and real-world activism. This book would
particularly appeal to students and scholars
of Middle Eastern studies and international
relations.
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