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ABSTRACT Strong foreign relations among nations are crucial for fostering
global stability, economic growth, and cross-cultural understanding. A
stable global system that resolves conflicts through dialogue rather than
confrontation benefits from positive foreign relations. This paper examines
Tiirkiye’s changing foreign policy approach towards Sub-Saharan African
regional blocs, with an emphasis on their political, cultural, and economic
facets. Tiirkiyes strategic involvement with influential regional bodies such
as the African Union (AU) and the Economic Community of West African
States (ECOWAS), among others, reflects its broader objective to expand its
influence and cultivate multifaceted partnerships across the African conti-
nent. The scope of this paper is limited to the AU and ECOWAS. Through
a comprehensive analysis, the paper evaluates Tiirkiyes economic initia-
tives, including trade agreements and investment flows, as well as its con-
tributions to infrastructure development. The findings established Tiirkiye’s
peacekeeping roles, cultural diplomacy, diplomatic efforts, and educational
exchanges. Through the investigation of these diverse aspects, the conclu-
sion outlines a comprehensive understanding of Tiirkiyes place in geopoliti-
cal dynamics and regional integration in Sub-Saharan Africa.
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Introduction

ternational and foreign affairs. This concept was dubbed the “New World

Order”! However, the concept was not truly a novel one. Earlier, through-
out the 1970s, a different designation was used in the international and United
Nations (UN) fora: the “New International Economic Order”? These concepts
could not have meant the same thing. Whatever the interpretation, one thing
is certain: a new system is being adopted, within which only the greatest, most
productive, and most competitive will survive. In other words, the ability of
nations or states to compete in this new global economic order will determine
whether they survive, how they survive, and with whom they survive. To put
it succinctly, their level of collaboration and solidarity with the outside world
will determine how successful they will be. The idea of comparative advan-
tage is driving this effort to establish regional economic and commercial blocs.
Many countries are particularly drawn to regional blocs by their economic
scale and the desire for increased productivity and competitiveness. Asia, Eu-
rope, and the Americas all witness the expansion and strengthening of new
commercial and economic ties.

F ollowing the end of the Cold War, a new concept emerged to deal with in-

Concomitantly, the complex web of relationships between states and regional
blocs is progressively influencing the dynamics of international relations in the
modern global environment. On the one hand, good relations among these
global actors are pivotal in fostering prosperity, stability, and cooperation on
both regional and international scales.” On the other hand, strong diplomatic
ties and cooperative frameworks are crucial considering the world’s multi-
faceted challenges, such as transnational crime, economic volatility, security
risks, and climate change. Therefore, enhancing global capacity to address
shared challenges effectively requires positive relations between state and non-
state actors to combine resources, harmonize policies, and amplify collective
influence; all of which improve the ability to deal with shared problems effi-
ciently.* In addition to fostering economic development and progress, this syn-
ergy also improves cultural exchanges, fortifies political unity, and supports
the preservation of peace and security. Essentially, fostering positive links be-
tween nations and regional alliances is essential to building a stronger, more
cohesive global community that can successfully negotiate the challenges of
the contemporary world.

Tiirkiye has greatly broadened its horizons in terms of foreign policy in recent
years, forging and strengthening ties with many Sub-Saharan African regional
blocs. This tactical change is a component of Tiirkiye’s larger goal to broaden
its international alliances, increase its clout, and promote world peace and
development. Particularly in its dealings with important regional institutions
like the African Union (AU), the East African Community (EAC), the Eco-

178 INSIGHT TURKEY



TURKIYE'S FOREIGN RELATIONS WITH REGIONAL BLOCS IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA: THE CASE OF AU AND ECOWAS

nomic Community of West African  Relationships between Tiirkiye

States (ECOWAS), and the Southern . .
African Development Community and the ECOWAS in West Africa

(SADC), among others, Tirkiyes have been characterized bya

engagement with Sub-Saharan Af- common interest in political
rica is dynamic and multifaceted.

Tirkiye's foreign policy towards Stability and economic growth,
these regional blocs is characterized gs well as cooperative efforts in

by a blend of political dialogue, sym- nter-terrorism and reaional
biotic economic cooperation, and counter-terrorism a €égiona

cultural exchange® Economically, Se@CU rity

Tiirkiye has participated in signifi-

cant infrastructure projects, increased investment flows, and pursued robust
trade agreements across the continent. Politically, Tiirkiye has sought to align
itself with regional efforts to promote security, peace, and stability, often sup-
porting conflict resolution initiatives and participating in peacekeeping mis-
sions.® Culturally, Tiirkiye’s soft power has been projected through health di-
plomacy, cultural exchange initiatives, and educational scholarships aimed at
fostering goodwill and mutual understanding.

As the principal continental organization, the AU embodies a unified vision for
the integration and development of Africa. Tiirkiye's engagement with the AU
encompasses funding peacekeeping and development projects as well as sup-
porting AU-led initiatives.” Relationships between Tiirkiye and the ECOWAS
in West Africa have been characterized by a common interest in political sta-
bility and economic growth, as well as cooperative efforts in counter-terrorism
and regional security.

The goal of this paper is to present a comprehensive analysis of Tiirkiye’s for-
eign policy dealings with the AU and ECOWAS, examining the objectives, tac-
tics, and results of its involvement. The paper looks at political alliances, cul-
tural linkages, and economic relationships to shed light on the subtleties and
complexity of Tiirkiye’s place in the region. Gaining an appreciation of these
processes is essential to comprehending the larger geopolitical and economic
changes that are influencing contemporary Sub-Saharan African international
engagements. The discussions provide a comprehensive understanding of the
multifaceted relationships between Tiirkiye and Sub-Saharan Africa, high-
lighting both opportunities and challenges in their engagements.

At this point, it would be intellectually appropriate to situate the analysis within
specific dominant international relations theoretical and conceptual frame-
works. These frameworks aid in explaining states’ diplomatic dealings with
others in this anarchic international system. Together, these theoretical and
conceptual frameworks provide a comprehensive understanding of the com-
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plex and multi-dimensional nature of Tiirkiye’s foreign policy in Sub-Saharan
Africa. They reveal how Tiirkiye navigates the challenges and opportunities of
engaging with a dynamic and diverse region, seeking to position itself as a key
player in the evolving landscape of African international relations.

Theoretical and Conceptual Frameworks Underpinning Tiirkiye’s
Foreign Policy Engagements in Sub-Saharan Africa

Foreign policy, the strategies and decisions a state employs in its interactions
with other states and international entities, is shaped by various theoretical
and conceptual frameworks in international relations. These frameworks pro-
vide lenses through which scholars and policymakers understand, analyze, and
predict state behavior in the international arena. Tiirkiye’s expanding foreign
policy engagements in Sub-Saharan Africa represent a significant and strategic
shift in its international relations, reflecting a blend of theoretical and concep-
tual frameworks that inform its actions on the continent. As Tiirkiye deepens
its diplomatic, economic, and security ties with African nations, particularly
through regional organizations like the AU and ECOWAS, understanding the
underlying motivations and strategies requires a multifaceted theoretical and
conceptual approach. The following are some of the key theoretical and con-
ceptual frameworks used in analyzing Tiirkiye foreign policy engagements
with regional blocs in Sub-Saharan Africa.

Realism

Realism posits that international relations are governed by an anarchic struc-
ture, where no central authority exists above the state.® States, driven by the
imperative of survival, prioritize national interest and security. Realist frame-
works emphasize power, national interest, and the balance of power in foreign
policy decisions.’ States engage in diplomacy, military alliances, and strategic
partnerships to enhance their security and maintain their sovereignty. Real-
ist foreign policy is often characterized by pragmatism, with decisions made
based on strategic calculations rather than ideological commitments. For in-
stance, the Cold War era, where the U.S. and the Soviet Union engaged in
power politics, exemplifies realist principles in foreign policy, with both super-
powers seeking to balance each other’s influence globally."

Tiirkiye’s engagement with the AU and ECOWAS can be understood through
the lens of realism, a dominant theory in international relations that empha-
sizes the pursuit of national interest, power, and security within an anarchic
international system. From a realist perspective, Tiirkiye’s growing involve-
ment in Sub-Saharan Africa, particularly with key regional blocs, is driven
by strategic considerations aimed at enhancing its geopolitical influence, se-
curing economic opportunities, and counterbalancing the influence of other
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global pow;rs kin tEe region. f?1dr<f- Through strategic partnerships
t , Tiirki intensified it :
cent years, Turkiye has intensified its with the AU and ECOWAS,

diplomatic, economic, and security .

engagements across Africa, recog- Turklye seeks to position
nizing the continent’s rising impor- itself as a kev plaver in

tance in global affairs. This engage- . . y play . .
ment serves as a counterbalance to African reglonal affairs, using

the influence of traditional foreign dip|omacy, trade agreements,

powers on the African continent, n d m.l.t r r t. nt
such as France and the U.S,, and a llitary coopeération to

emerging actors like China, who are advance its national interests
also vying for influence in Africa.

Through strategic partnerships with the AU and ECOWAS, Tiirkiye seeks to
position itself as a key player in African regional affairs, using diplomacy, trade
agreements, and military cooperation to advance its national interests. This
realist interpretation underscores the pragmatic and interest-driven nature of
Tiirkiye’s foreign policy, which prioritizes tangible gains in power and security

over ideological or altruistic considerations.

Liberalism

Liberalism, in contrast to realism, views international relations as a system
where cooperation is possible and beneficial. It emphasizes the role of interna-
tional institutions, democracy, and economic interdependence in promoting
peace and stability. Liberal frameworks advocate for multilateralism, interna-
tional cooperation, and the promotion of democracy and human rights. States
engage in foreign policy through international organizations (e.g., the United
Nations, WTO), fostering alliances that support economic and political stabil-
ity. Liberal foreign policy emphasizes diplomatic engagement, conflict resolu-
tion, and global governance." The establishment of the European Union (EU)
as a supranational body to promote economic integration and prevent conflict
among European states reflects liberal principles in foreign policy.'?

Tiirkiye’s engagement with the AU and ECOWAS can also be analyzed through
the lens of liberalism, a theory in international relations that emphasizes coop-
eration, mutual benefits, and the role of international institutions in promot-
ing peace and prosperity. From a liberalist perspective, Tiirkiye’s increasing in-
volvement with these African regional organizations reflects its commitment
to fostering multilateral cooperation, economic interdependence, and the pro-
motion of shared values such as development, stability, and good governance.
Tiirkiye’s outreach to Africa, particularly through the AU and ECOWAS, aligns
with the liberalist emphasis on building strong international partnerships to
address global challenges. By engaging with these regional bodies, Tiirkiye is
not only seeking to enhance bilateral relations with individual African states
but also contributing to the strengthening of regional governance structures
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Tijrkiye’s increasing that support peace, security, and

. . . sustainable development across the
involvement with these African " This approach reflects

regional organizations reflects  Tirkiyes broader foreign policy

its commitment to fostering gf):'ﬂs of contrib.uting to global sta-
Itil | . bility through diplomacy, trade, and
multilateral cooperation, development cooperation. Further-
economic interdependence, more, Tiirkiye’s involvement in Af-
nd the bromotion of shared rica is characterized by its empha-
a € promotion of share sis on win-win partnerships, where
values such as development, economic ties, cultural exchanges,

stabilitv, and aood governance 2nd developmental aid are seen as
yr g g mutually beneficial for both Tiirkiye

and African nations. This liberal-
ist perspective highlights Tiirkiye’s efforts to create a network of cooperative
relationships that transcend mere power politics, instead focusing on shared
interests and collective progress. Through its engagements with the AU and
ECOWAS, Tiirkiye seeks to contribute to a more interconnected and prosper-
ous world where collaboration and dialogue take precedence over unilateral-
ism and conflict.

Constructivism

Constructivism argues that international relations are socially constructed
through interactions, ideas, and identities.”” State behavior is shaped by ide-
ational factors rather than just material capabilities."* Constructivist frame-
works focus on the role of norms, values, and identities in shaping state inter-
ests and foreign policy. States engage in foreign policy by promoting norms
that align with their identity, such as human rights, environmental sustain-
ability, or regional integration. The foreign policy process involves the con-
struction and reconstruction of state identities and interests in response to
global and domestic social dynamics. The foreign policy of Tiirkiye,"> which
prioritizes humanitarian aid and peacekeeping based on its national identity as
promoter of global welfare, demonstrate constructivist principles.

Tiirkiye’s engagement with African regional blocs can, as well, be fruitfully ex-
amined through the constructivist lens, which emphasizes the role of ideas,
identities, and norms in shaping international relations. From a constructivist
perspective, Tirkiye’s growing involvement in Africa is not merely a strategic or
economic pursuit but is also deeply influenced by the construction of a shared
identity and the desire to promote certain norms and values in its interactions
with African states and regional organizations. Tiirkiye’s foreign policy in Af-
rica is shaped by its evolving national identity and the projection of itself as a
bridge between different cultures and regions. This identity construction is ev-
ident in Tiirkiye’s emphasis on shared historical ties, cultural connections, and
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a common destiny with African nations. Through the engagement with the AU
and ECOWAS, Tiirkiye is not only seeking to build strategic alliances but also
to cultivate a narrative of solidarity and partnership with Africa, which aligns
with its broader foreign policy goal of being a global actor that transcends tra-
ditional East-West divides. Moreover, Tiirkiye’s relations with African regional
blocs or organizations reflect its commitment to promoting norms such as re-
gional cooperation, development, and conflict resolution. Through its active
participation in AU and ECOWAS initiatives, Tiirkiye is contributing to the
diffusion of these norms across Africa, while simultaneously reinforcing its
identity as a responsible and cooperative international actor. This constructiv-
ist approach highlights how Tiirkiye’s interactions with Africa are informed by
the mutual shaping of identities and the continuous redefinition of interests
based on evolving normative frameworks.

In sum, from a constructivist perspective, Tiirkiye’s diplomatic ties with the
AU and ECOWAS are not just about securing material gains but also about
constructing and reinforcing a shared sense of purpose and common values
that guide its foreign policy in Africa. This approach underscores the impor-
tance of ideational factors in understanding Tiirkiye’s role in the region, as well
as the broader implications of its engagement for the future of Africa-Tiirkiye
relations. Theoretical and conceptual frameworks for foreign policy engage-
ments provide diverse perspectives on how states interact with the interna-
tional system. When these frameworks are intellectually applied, scholars and
policymakers can better understand the motivations behind state behavior, the
potential for cooperation or conflict, and the broader implications of foreign
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Deputy Secretary-
General Amina

J. Mohammed,
attended the 35
session of the
African Union
Summit in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia
on February 5-6,
2022.
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policy decisions. Whether through the power-centric lens of realism, the co-
operative ideals of liberalism, or the identity-focused approach of constructiv-
ism, these frameworks offer valuable tools for analyzing and shaping foreign
policy in an increasingly complex and interconnected world.

Tiirkiye's Foreign Relations with the African Union: A Strategic
Partnership

The AU, which was established in July 2002 by the Durban Summit, is a con-
tinent-wide intergovernmental organization, succeeding the Organization of
African Unity (OAU), founded in May 1963 by 32 member states. Currently,
the AU has 55 member states, all committed to its vision of “an integrated,
prosperous, and peaceful Africa, driven by its own citizens and representing a
dynamic force in the global arena”'® The AU’s total GDP is $5.4 trillion, with
a per capita GDP of $4,602. To foster trade among its member states, the AU
coordinates and harmonizes the policies and programs of existing and future
regional economic communities (RECs), aiming to integrate all African na-
tions gradually. The AU’s institutions and organs overseeing this integration
process include the African Investment Bank, the African Monetary Fund,
the Committee on Monetary and Financial Affairs, the Committee on Trade,
Customs, and Immigration Matters, and the Economic, Social, and Cultural
Council (ECOSOCC).

The AU has recently published a comprehensive table of its treaties, including
their synopses, signatories, ratification status, and a list of non-ratifying Af-
rican countries. In 2018, the AU members adopted the African Continental
Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) to boost trade and economic growth across the
continent."” Along with the Intra-African Trade Fair, the AU has also planned
events, summits, and prioritized trade integration to promote Africas global
competitiveness.'® Over the past three decades, Tiirkiye has undergone a sig-
nificant transformation in its foreign policy, notably expanding its diplomatic
and economic engagement with Sub-Saharan Africa."” A central component
of this endeavor is Tiirkiye’s relationship with the AU, a continental organi-
zation that plays a pivotal role in Africas political and economic integration.
This section examines the various aspects of Tiirkiye’s partnership with the AU,
concentrating on diplomatic alignment, economic cooperation, and cultural
diplomacy, and evaluates the impact and future potential of these collaborative
efforts.

Tiirkiye Diplomatic Ties with the African Union

Diplomatically, between 1963 and 2002, Tiirkiye’s formal ties with the AU re-
mained quite restricted.”” However, following the 1998 Action Plan for the
Opening Policy towards Africa, Tiirkiye was granted “observer status” in the

184 INSIGHT TURKEY



TURKIYE'S FOREIGN RELATIONS WITH REGIONAL BLOCS IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA: THE CASE OF AU AND ECOWAS

African Union in 2005 and began attending sum- _

mits as a guest nation.» The African Union-ac-

credited Turkish Embassy in Addis Ababa hasbeen The AU and Tii rkiye
closely monitoring the organization’s activities. The .
Chairperson of the African Union Commission have a partners hlp

then, Professor Oumar Alpha Konare, visited Tiir- marked by a shared

kiye on November 21-25, 2005, at the behest of Mr. :

Abdullah Giil, the Minister of Foreign Affairs and commltment. to

Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic of Tirkiye —P€acCe, security, and

at the time. This was the first time that the AU paid development activities
a high-level official visit to Tiirkiye. Conversely, the

then Prime Minister Erdogan also made the first high-level visit from Tiirkiye

to the AU on January 29-30, 2007, to take part in an AU summit in Addis

Ababa, at the request of the Chairperson of the African Union Commission.*

In 2008, the AU designated Tiirkiye as a strategic partner of Africa, indicat-
ing the continental organization’s diplomatic will to deepen ties with Tiirkiye.
The First Tiirkiye-Africa Cooperation Summit took place in Istanbul between
August 18 and 21, 2008. The summit resulted in the adoption of the “Istanbul
Declaration on Tiirkiye-Africa Partnership: Solidarity and Partnership for a
Common Future” as well as its appendix, the “Framework of Cooperation for
Tiirkiye-Africa Partnership.”* The priority cooperation fields identified in this
context were trade and investment, intergovernmental cooperation, small and
medium-sized enterprises, health, agribusiness, education, agriculture, and
rural development, water resources management, peace and security, informa-
tion and communication technology, energy, infrastructure, tourism, trans-
port, culture, environment, and the media. The Foreign Economic Relations
Board (DEIK) organized the “Tiirkiye-Africa Business Forum” in conjunction
with the summit. The forum enhanced Tiirkiye’s diplomatic capacity to pro-
mote economic potential to the African business community.

The Turkish Prime Ministry announced on March 26, 2010, an “African Strat-
egy” to undertake a comprehensive plan based on the cooperation of the sec-
tors stated above as part of the efforts to further enhance the Turkish-African
relationship. By taking into consideration their unique characteristics, the Af-
rica strategy seeks to enhance Tiirkiyes relationship with the AU and the mem-
ber states of the continent. On December 15, 2010, Istanbul hosted the High-
Level Officials Meeting of the Tiirkiye-Africa Partnership under the scope of
the follow-up mechanism that was approved during the summit. During the
meeting, the “2010-2014 Tiirkiye-Africa Partnership Joint Implementation
Plan” was approved and a joint press release was issued.**

The First Ministerial Review Conference of the Tiirkiye-Africa Partnership
took place in Istanbul on December 16, 2011, in accordance with diplomatic
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To promote gOOdWI" and procedures. The meeting was a great

. chance to assess the progress made
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humanitarian aid, cultural communiqué that was adopted with

exchanges , and educational the unanimous consent of the minis-
ters. The Conference reaffirmed that
programs

thanks to the parties’ shared desire, the
Tirkiye-Africa Partnership was pro-
gressing well. Several high-level discussions between Tiirkiye and the AU were
conducted in Ankara and Addis Ababa as part of the arrangements for the sec-
ond summit of the Tiirkiye-Africa Partnership. “A New Model of Partnership
to Enhance Sustainable Development and Integration” was the subject of the
second Tiirkiye-Africa Partnership Summit, which took place in Malabo from
November 19-21, 2014. At the summit, a Joint Implementation Plan for 2015-
2019 and a workable Declaration were unanimously adopted. The meeting de-
cided that the Third Tiirkiye-Africa Partnership Summit would take place in
Tiirkiye in 2019. At the Senior Officials’ Meeting in Ankara on March 19, 2015,
a matrix to be used in the upcoming years was agreed upon, and the 2015-2019
Implementation Plan was examined.

The AU and Tiirkiye have a partnership marked by a shared commitment to
peace, security, and development activities. Tiirkiye has taken an active role
in AU-led peacekeeping operations, contributing personnel and resources to
help in crisis areas like Somalia and Mali. This engagement demonstrates Tiir-
kiye’s larger strategic goal of advancing security and stability throughout the
continent. As part of its political involvement with the AU, Tiirkiye supports
the development of institutional capacity and good governance.” African
diplomats and officials have access to training programs offered by Ankara
with the goal of improving their administrative and governance capacities. By
taking such steps, Tiirkiye hopes to further its own diplomatic goals on the
continent and harmonize with the AU’s vision of a peaceful and prosperous
Africa.

Tiirkiye Economic Ties with the African Union

A key component of Tiirkiye’s relationship with the AU is economic cooper-
ation. Tiirkiye has made a concerted effort to improve investment and com-
merce with all of Africa. A major turning point was reached in 2008 when
the Tiirkiye-Africa Partnership Summit was established, offering a forum for
discussion and collaboration on economic matters. Subsequent summits have
seen Tiirkiye pledge significant commitments to invest in energy, infrastruc-
ture, and agriculture. The Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency
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(TIKA), which has initiated many projects aimed at enhancing infrastructure
and stimulating local economies, facilitates Tiirkiye’s economic activities in
Africa.”* Additionally, due to prospects in consumer products, textiles, and
construction, Turkish enterprises have been expanding into African mar-
kets.”” By improving connectivity and commerce, Turkish Airlines’ launching
of services to several African cities has strengthened economic connections
even further.

Available statistics indicate that, between 2015 and 2021, Tiirkiye’s trade vol-
ume with North Africa (NA) was much larger than its trade volume with
Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA). For example, in 2020, NA accounted for $15 billion
of the $25 billion in trade volume with the African continent.”® The circum-
stance may be explained by the fact that North African exports are more di-
verse than those of Sub-Saharan African nations, and Tiirkiye has considerably
longer-standing contacts with NA than with SSA. Generally, Tiirkiye’s trade
with Africa began to rise in 2016. For example, although Africa had a nega-
tive trade balance with Tiirkiye in both years, Tiirkiye's commerce with Africa
climbed from $25 billion in 2020 to $34 billion in 2021, indicating Tiirkiye’s
growing commercial activities on the continent.

Africa is not considered to be one of Tiirkiye’s primary commercial partners,
and although commerce between the two parties has increased significantly
over the last decade, Africa still accounts for a modest portion of Tiirkiye’s
overall international trade. North America, the EU, and nations in the Near
and Middle East are Tiirkiye’s main commercial partners. For instance, in
2020, the EU’s and the Near and Middle Eastern nations” portions of Tiirki-
ye’s total commerce were 41.2 percent and 18.47 percent, respectively, while
Africa’s contribution was only 6.14 percent.”” Furthermore, compared to the
other areas, Tiirkiye’s trade asymmetry with both SSA and NA is significantly
more apparent because the African regions account for three times as much of
Tiirkiye’s total global exports as Tiirkiye receives from them.

The low number of Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) signed with African nations
(four FTAs have been concluded thus far, with Morocco in 2004, Tunisia in
2004, Egypt in 2005, and Mauritius in 2011), as well as the double taxation that
businesspeople on both sides must deal with, contribute to Africa’s low rank-
ing among Tiirkiye’s trading partners.*® Although Tiirkiye is not one of the top
trading partners in SSA, it is noteworthy that despite its recent participation,
it has managed to establish a non-negligible place in the region’s commercial
landscape. For example, Tiirkiye achieved the rank of 19" largest exporter in
Africa in 2018 and 2019, with a share of 1.33 percent and 1.47 percent, respec-
tively. When compared to the major importers in SSA, however, this position
drops significantly, despite an improvement from 38" rank (0.49 percent) in
2018 to 30™ place (0.74 percent) in 2019.*!
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Table 1 lists Tiirkiyes top ten trading partners in Africa from 2015 to 2021. Of
them, five are from NA, and the other five are from SSA. These trading part-
ners are mostly found in the West, East, and South of the continent. In 2020
and 2021, the five North African nations accounted for almost 60.98 percent
and 71.96 percent, respectively, of Tiirkiye’s overall trade volume with Africa.
The top position of North African nations may be readily explained by the
countries’ proximity to Tiirkiye, their long-standing relationship dating back
to the Ottoman Empire, and their higher levels of industrialization and infra-
structural development. A further noteworthy point is displayed in Table 2.
Only Algeria, Nigeria, and South Africa, three of Tiirkiye’s top 10 trading part-
ners in Africa, were able to sustain a positive trade difference with Tiirkiye in
2020 and 2021. The overall imbalance in Tiirkiye’s trade with African nations
is skewed by the higher balance with these nations.

Table 1: Top Ten Trading Partners of Tirkiye in Africa (%, 2015-2021)

Trade Trade
2015 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | Balance- 2020 Balance-2021

3 3)
Egypt 25.43 27.9 2349 | 242 17.70 | 19.31 | 29.92 | 1,381,731,341 832,027,637
Algeria 13.01 15.17 | 13.51 | 1475 | 1218 | 12.20 | 12.17 | -192,374,964 -772,878,671
Morocco 12.41 13.98 | 13.47 | 12.54 | 13.63 | 10.65 | 11.38 | 1,415,060,105 2,054,451,804
Libya 9.27 6.99 591 8.79 11.37 | 1453 | 13.38 | -374,227,997 958,579,285
Tunisia 5.79 6.74 6.02 5.36 4.79 4.29 5.11 767,485,178 1,000,985,890
South Africa | 8.53 1236 | 11.37 | 8.71 5.89 5.77 5.99 -313,866,525 -331,479,118
Nigeria 2.82 2.27 2.5 2.30 3.35 7.76 5.57 -743,995,491 -229,405,698
Sudan * 3.24 2.56 2.07 * 1.89 * 269,996,861 173,821,598
Ethiopia 2.34 2.6 1.98 1.65 1.92 * * 190,846,600 329,929,973
Céte d’Ivoire | 2.16 2.18 2.13 1.68 1.83 2.48 241 -14,733,111 35,229,310
Ghana 2.26 * * 2.12 2.12 3.04 1.96 183,445,695 342,552,129
Mauritania * * * * * * 2.00 >92,692,037 132,667,942

Note: * Country not ranked among Tiirkiye’s top ten trading partners for that year
Source: Constructed by Author Based on Turkish Statistical Institute-TUIK- TURKSTAT Data Portal, 2022

Tiirkiye Cultural Diplomacy with the African Union

Turkish cultural diplomacy is a key component of the country’s attempt to im-
prove ties with the AU. To promote goodwill and understanding between na-
tions, Tiirkiye has used soft power strategies, including humanitarian aid, cul-
tural exchanges, and educational programs. Important elements of this strategy
include the creation of Turkish cultural institutions and the offering of scholar-
ships to African students to study in Tiirkiye. The Yunus Emre Institute and the
Turkish Maarif Foundation play a significant role in advancing the Turkish lan-
guage and culture throughout Africa.”? By arranging educational programs, lan-
guage classes, and cultural events, these organizations support the development
of cultural ties between Tiirkiye and African countries. Additionally, Tiirkiye’s
reaction to humanitarian disasters in Africa —such as aiding during famines and
droughts- has improved its standing and influence throughout the continent.
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Asan alternative model of development coopera- By means of strong

tion to the Washington consensus of the U.S. and . llab ti
the Beijing consensus of China, Tiirkiye has po- economic collaboration,

sitioned its assistance policy as the “Turkish way” pOl itical al ig nment,

of development cooperation, based on what is :
and cultural diplomac
known as “the Ankara consensus.” Table 2 shows P yr

that, relative to NA, SSA received a much larger Tu rkiye has emerged as

portion of Tiirkiye's ODA distribution between g signiﬁcant participant
2015 and 2020. Nonetheless, overall, less Turkish
in the development of

aid is being sent toward Africa. The sharp decline
in SSAs ODA share from Tiirkiye is a result of a Africa

consistent decline from 9.66 percent in 2015 to

0.71 percent in 2020. The percentage has varied for NA, whose assistance flow
was significantly smaller. After a sharp decline between 2016 and 2019, it recov-
ered to be somewhat higher in 2020 than it was in 2015. The overall downward
trend can be attributed to local problems like the inflation and currency crises,
as well as the Syrian crisis’ knock-on effects on Tiirkiye’s border security, which
increased defense spending and may have decreased assistance disbursements.

Table 2: SSA and North Africa’s Share of Turkiye's Total Gross ODA Disbursement (%, 2015-2020)

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
SSA 9.66 1.77 1.62 1.26 1.11 0.71
NA 0.020 0.002 0.001 0.002 0.0003 0.037

Source: Constructed by the Author Based on OECD Credit Reporting System Statistics, 2022

Impact and Future Prospects of Tiirkiye Relations with the African Union

Growing cultural exchanges, improved political collaboration, and stronger eco-
nomic ties are some of the impacts of Tiirkiye’s diplomatic relations with the AU.
Tiirkiye’s aggressive engagement in the continent’s development is consistent
with its overarching foreign policy goals of increasing its sway and cultivating
long-term alliances. With much promise, Tiirkiye’s relationship with the AU ap-
pears to have a bright future. With Africa’s economy expanding at a rapid pace
and its geopolitical relevance growing, Tiirkiye is ideally positioned to assume
a central role in the continent’s development trajectory. For this collaboration
to continue, funding for infrastructure, technology, and human resources will
be essential. Furthermore, Tiirkiye’s dedication to bolstering peace and security
endeavors will bolster its position as an essential AU partner. The strategic and
multidimensional connection between Tiirkiye and the AU has changed dra-
matically during the last ten years. By means of strong economic collaboration,
political alignment, and cultural diplomacy, Tiirkiye has emerged as a significant
participant in the development of Africa. The continued strengthening of this
relationship promises mutual benefits and contributes to the broader goals of
stability, prosperity, and integration on the African continent.
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Tiirkiye’s Foreign Relations with ECOWAS: A Growing Partnership

As indicated above, strengthening ties with African regional blocs, particularly
those in Sub-Saharan Africa, has been a major emphasis of Tiirkiye’s burgeoning
foreign policy. ECOWAS has become one of these key partners. In recent years,
Tiirkiye’s diplomatic ties with ECOWAS have grown significantly, characterized
by a growing relationship across political, cultural, and economic spheres. Moti-
vated by common goals and interests, Tiirkiye’s expanding ambition to increase
its influence and presence in Africa includes developing partnerships with re-
gional blocs. The 15 West African nations that make up ECOWAS, a regional
bloc, are essential to the advancement of economic integration, stability, and
development in the area. A strong foundation of economic agreements, devel-
opment cooperation projects, and diplomatic connections supports Tiirkiye’s
participation in ECOWAS. High-level diplomatic contacts, investments in vital
infrastructure, and cooperative initiatives in fields like security, healthcare, and
education are further attributes of this alliance. Tiirkiye and ECOWAS are be-
coming more involved, which is indicative of strategic alignment and a shared
commitment to promoting peace in the area and sustainable development.’
This section examines the dimensions of Tiirkiye’s relations with ECOWAS,
emphasizing political or diplomatic cooperation, economic ties, peacekeeping,
and cultural exchanges. Through an examination of these facets, the discussion
underscores the tactical significance and possibilities of Tiirkiye’s involvement
in ECOWAS. The analysis will also delve into the key aspects of Tiirkiye’s for-
eign relations with ECOWAS, exploring the drivers behind this growing part-
nership and its implications for both parties.
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Tiirkiye Diplomatic, Economic and Cultural ties with _
ECOWAS

In addition to fortifying its strategic ties with the Turk|ye and ECOWAS
AU, Tiirkiye has revitalized its relations with other are becomin g more

African regional organizations. In this context,
ECOWAS accredited the Turkish Embassy in Abuja, il’\VOlVGd, which is
Nigeria, in 2005. The First Tirkiye-ECOWAS Eco-  indicative of strategic
nomic and Business Forum was held in February .

2018 by DEIK (Foreign Economic Relations Board) allgnment and a

under the direction of the Ministry of Economy.* shared commitment to

In the forum, a contract for trade and investment . .
cooperation was inked by both parties. The ECOW- promoting peace in the

AS-Tiirkiye Joint Commission was also formed by aFea and sustainable
Tiirkiye and ECOWAS, and it is a major factor in development

the expansion of their mutual economic ties. Since

2010, Tiirkiye has also attempted to formally enter into a free trade agreement

with ECOWAS.

Turkish Economy Minister Nihat Zeybek¢i made a forceful statement during
the 2018 Business and Economic Forum between Tiirkiye and the Economic
Community of West African States in Istanbul, emphasizing that a free trade
deal would be a crucial step in enhancing business connections between An-
kara and ECOWAS.* Over the past ten years, trade volume with the bloc has
grown from $200 million to over $2 billion, a tenfold rise. With a win-win
strategy, Tiirkiye hoped to raise it to $5 billion in the near future and $10 bil-
lion in the long run. Tiirkiye and ECOWAS can only accomplish this through
a free trade deal. Kalilou Traore, ECOWAS commissioner for business and
industry, stated that collaboration with Tiirkiye was crucial to the growth of
the sub-region. According to Traore, there is abundant commercial potential
in ECOWAS countries for infrastructure projects in a variety of industries,
including railroads, roads, hospitals, energy, maritime, and agriculture. “We
are aware of Turkey’s potential,” he asserted. “We are aware that Turkish busi-
nesses carry out projects in our area, and the caliber of the work they produce

demonstrates their most notable achievements.”*®

Through several Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) initiatives, Tiirkiye has
increasingly focused on strengthening its economic diplomacy within the
ECOWAS. These investments are a component of Tiirkiye’s broader foreign
policy strategy to strengthen and broaden its economic relationships with Af-
rica. Tiirkiye has adopted a multipronged approach to its investment in the
ECOWAS countries, focusing on important industries like manufacturing,
services, energy, and construction. Turkish companies have contributed sig-
nificantly to the development of infrastructure, which reflects the country’s
excellent engineering expertise and robust construction industry.” For in-
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To foster an environment stance, Turkish construction firms like

. . Summa and TAV Airports have been ac-
that is favorable to Turkish tive in the development and renovation of

investors, Tu rkiye has road networks and airports across the re-

neg otiated several bilateral gon Renovating Ghana’s Kotoka Interna-
tional Airport and building Nigeria’s main

trade and investment roadways are two noteworthy projects. To

agreements with ECOWAS promote urban growth, Turkish compa-

member countries nies have also been hired to build public
u structures, including commercial com-

plexes and government offices. To alleviate
the lack of electricity in many ECOWAS nations, Turkish energy corporations
have made investments in power-production projects. As an illustration, Aksa
Energy operates power plants in Mali and Ghana, supplying vital electricity to
sustain industrial activity. 50 Turkish companies were active in Nigeria as of
2016, mostly in the manufacturing, energy, and construction industries. They
invested a total of $419.5 million. The overall amount of Turkish investment
in Nigeria was even $620 million, including the shares of the local partners.
Additionally, the two governments desired to work together to combat arms
trafficking, drugs, and terrorists.*

The signing of a trade agreement in Lagos, the former capital of Nigeria, in
1982 marked a significant improvement in the commercial ties between Tiir-
kiye and Nigeria. Nigeria was able to buy building supplies, electronics, and
farm equipment from Tiirkiye, while Tiirkiye was able to import cola nuts,
rubber, zinc, crude oil, coal, palm nuts, and tinstone.*” Except for oil and gas,
bilateral commerce in 2018 was close to $500 million in value. Nigerian prod-
uct sales to Tiirkiye were $340 million; however, Tiirkiye only imported $160
million worth of commodities from Nigeria. When Nigeria started selling
LNG (liquefied natural gas) to Tiirkiye in 1999, international trade relations
took off. Nigeria also began exporting crude oil to Tiirkiye in 2019. According
to statistics, the value of bilateral commerce between Nigeria and Tiirkiye in
2019 was $2.3 billion. 90 percent of Tiirkiye’s imports from Nigeria include
oil and liquefied natural gas; other products Tiirkiye bought included seeds,
fruits, sesame, charcoal, and cocoa.®

Ghana and Tiirkiye have maintained diplomatic and commercial ties for a long
time. Accra formed diplomatic ties with Ankara in 1958, shortly after gaining
independence from Britain in 1957, and the Turkish government constructed
an embassy in Accra in 1964. The embassy was closed due to economic aus-
terity measures from 1981 until 2010. Early in the 1980s, tensions between the
two countries deteriorated because of Jerry Rawlings, the president of Ghana
at the time, supported Libya’s stance and quickly reestablished diplomatic
ties with Gaddafi’s Libya.*' Ghana established an embassy in Ankara in 2012.
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Ghana was considered a strategically significant African nation by the Turk-
ish government due to its status as one of the few operational democracies
in the region and its impressive economic growth. The building of the large,
ultra-modern Ghana national mosque in Accra, which can accommodate up
to 15,000 people with the assistance of Ankara and the Aziz Mahmud Hiidayi
Foundation, at an estimated cost of $10 million, is a symbol of the friendly
development partnership. A library complex, the Chief Imam of Ghana’s office
and house, research and senior high school complexes, a clinic, an administra-
tion block, an auditorium, and a conference center were among the facilities
when it was opened in July 2021. In addition to seeking to strengthen the po-
sition of Sunni Muslims in Ghana and expand Muslim educational prospects
in a predominantly Christian nation, President Erdogan also sought to benefit
from increased bilateral trade.*

In 2011, during the official state visit of Turkish President Abdullah Giil,
bilateral trade negotiations between Ghana and Tiirkiye encompassed
a range of topics, particularly defense. On March 24, 2011, the two states
discussed and signed an agreement on military cooperation in the fields of
research, technology, and training.”* In 2020, Tiirkiye and Ghana’s bilateral
trade volume was estimated to be $560 million. When President Erdogan
visited Ghana in 2016, he demanded a $1 billion target in bilateral trade
volume between the two countries.** In 2021, Ghana’s imports from Tiirkiye
totaled $461 million, while its total exports to Tiirkiye were $119 million.*
There is also growing interest in projects related to renewable energy, with
Turkish energy companies exploring opportunities in wind and solar energy
across the West African sub-region.* Turkish businesses have set up textile
production facilities in Senegal and Nigeria, leveraging the favorable trade
agreements and the low cost of labor within the region. Turkish companies
have established cement plants across several ECOWAS nations to meet the
regional need for building supplies. Notable investments have been made in
food processing and agriculture. In Ghana and Cote d’Ivoire, for instance,
Turkish businesses have set up processing facilities for goods like cashew
nuts and cocoa. Technology transfer is a common component of Turkish ag-
ricultural investments, which aids in the modernization of farming methods
in the area.

Four years after Cote d’Ivoire gained its independence from France in Au-
gust 1960, Tiirkiye and the Cote d’Ivoire established their first official diplo-
matic ties in 1964. The Turkish embassy in Dakar, Senegal, was given accred-
itation to represent Turkish interests in the Cote d’Ivoire until 2009. Only in
November 2009 did Tiirkiye open its own embassy in Abidjan. In February
2013, an Ivorian embassy was established in Ankara.”” The foundation of
bilateral economic and trade relations was established in 2005 with the sign-
ing of agreements on trade and economic and technological cooperation.
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A few Turkish businesses have established branch offices in Cote d’Ivoire
since 2012, including BEKO, DEKOSET, INCI, FERGEN, and KAYDAN.*
The first official visit between the two nations was in 2014, when Guillaume
Soro, the Cote d’Ivoire president of the National Assembly, attended Pres-
ident Erdogan’s inauguration as head of state. On March 25, 2015, Ivorian
President Alassane Ouattara made an official visit to Ankara.”” Along with a
sizable Turkish team, President Erdogan made an official reciprocal visit to
Abidjan in February 2016, and several more agreements of cooperation in a
variety of areas, such as the economy, education, security, and technologi-
cal development, were endorsed. Tiirkiye’s main trading partner in Franco-
phone Sub-Saharan Africa is the Cote d’Ivoire. Tiirkiye’s strategy toward the
largest economy in francophone West Africa, Cote d’Ivoire, is like its strategy
for Senegal, albeit on a smaller scale. The main attraction for Tiirkiye in Cote
d’Ivoire is a cement factory built by Limak Cement Group in 2018 with a 1
million ton and 1 million cubic meter yearly production capacity for ready-
mixed concrete. It is intended to support the expanding building industry
throughout the whole of West Africa.”

The Agreement on Economic and Trade Cooperation of 2005 created bilat-
eral economic and commercial connections between the two countries. As I
have already indicated above, Cote d’Ivoire is the biggest trading partner in
French-speaking Sub-Saharan Africa and is ranked among Ankara’s top six
commercial partners in Sub-Saharan Africa. Although it was signed in Febru-
ary 2016, the Agreement on Avoidance of Double Taxation on Income Taxes
and Prevention of Tax Evasion is still pending. Furthermore, national parlia-
ments have not yet approved the Agreement on Mutual Encouragement of
Investments.” Like other West African states such as Nigeria and Ghana, Tiir-
kiye became a new player in the international arena of educational exchanges
as hundreds of young people travel from Cote d’Ivoire annually for further
studies in Tiirkiye as a result of the Turkish government’s internationalization
policy.”* Africans discovered Turkish student mobility programs to be a via-
ble option to more conventional travel destinations such as Britain, France,
Germany, and the U.S. Despite the purges that followed the military-politi-
cal events between the Ankara government and the Giilen movement in July
2016, West African students, including Ivoirians, were able to mostly integrate
into Turkish society. This student movement, which was once written off as an
unwarranted “brain drain,” eventually turned into a mutually beneficial eco-
nomic and social scenario.”

In this sense, these educational programs —which include scholarships for
African students to attend Turkish universities— are quite important. Prom-
inent actors or players in the advancement of Turkish education and culture
in West Africa are the Yunus Emre Institute and the Turkish Maarif Foun-
dation. These organizations plan educational programs, language classes,
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and cultural events that promote un- Tﬁrkiye’s engagement in West

derstanding among people. Cultural . .
diplomacy is a vital component of Africa reflects its broader

Tirkiye’s strategy to build strong re- foreign pollcy goals of
lations with ECOWAS. Tiirkiye has fostering peace enhancing
7

increased its influence and presence

in West Africa by utilizing soft power diplomatic ties, and

instruments like cultural programs, contributing to international
educational exchanges, and human- ope
stability

itarian aid. Another crucial compo-
nent of Tiirkiye’s cultural diplomacy is
humanitarian aid. Tirkiye has contributed significantly to the recovery of
ECOWAS countries hit by natural disasters and health epidemics. In addi-
tion to meeting immediate needs, this aid promotes stability and long-term
growth.

To foster an environment that is favorable to Turkish investors, Tiirkiye has
negotiated several bilateral trade and investment agreements with ECOWAS
member countries. Such agreements mostly include provisions for enhanced
trade cooperation, investment protection, and avoidance of double taxation.
Turkish investments have improved infrastructure, supported industrial de-
velopment, and created jobs, all of which have contributed considerably to
the economic expansion of the ECOWAS member states. These investments
boost regional economies, lower poverty rates, and promote economic diver-
sification. The growing volume of Turkish investments in ECOWAS nations is
indicative of the improvement in bilateral ties between Tiirkiye and the West
African continent. It is anticipated that this economic cooperation will keep
expanding due to shared interests and strategic alliances. With digital technol-
ogy, renewable energy, and healthcare as potential growth areas, Turkish in-
vestments in ECOWAS member states appear to have a bright future. Tiirkiye’s
proactive investment approach in ECOWAS countries is expected to bring sig-
nificant benefits for both parties as they both aim to broaden their economic
horizons.

Tiirkiye’s Peacekeeping Roles in West Africa

Peacekeeping has emerged as a critical component of global security archi-
tecture, particularly in regions where conflict threatens stability and develop-
ment.”* West Africa, a region fraught with political instability, civil wars, and
violent extremism, has been a focal point for peacekeeping missions led by both
regional and international actors.® While West African states and regional or-
ganizations like the ECOWAS) have traditionally played the primary role in
addressing conflict in the region, non-African countries, including Tiirkiye,
have increasingly become involved in supporting peace and stability efforts.>
Tiirkiye’s engagement in West Africa reflects its broader foreign policy goals of
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Tu rkiye has worked c|ose|y fostering peace, enhancing diplomatic

. ties, and contributing to international
with the UN and ECOWAS stability. This subsection explores Tiir-
In supporting efforts to kiye’s peacekeeping roles in West Af-

mediate conflicts in countries '® focusing on its diplomatic, mili-

tary, and humanitarian contributions.

like Mali and Céte d’lvoire, It also highlights Tiirkiye’s evolving re-
where poiitical instability and lationship with the region and its role
. . as a bridge between West Africa and in-
insurgencies have threatened

] . ternational peacekeeping frameworks,
reg ional secu rity such as those led by the UN and the AU.

Diplomatic Contributions to Peacekeeping in West Africa

Tiirkiye’s diplomatic efforts in West Africa have been significant in support-
ing peacekeeping missions through multilateral platforms like the UN and the
AU. As a UN member state, Tiirkiye has consistently supported resolutions
aimed at enhancing peace and security in West Africa. Its diplomatic efforts
are often focused on advocating for peaceful negotiations, conflict resolution,
and the protection of civilians in conflict zones.”” One of Tiirkiye’s notable con-
tributions has been its active role in promoting dialogue between conflicting
parties in West Africa. Tiirkiye has often acted as a mediator in various peace
talks, leveraging its diplomatic channels to promote peaceful settlements. For
instance, Tiirkiye has worked closely with the UN and ECOWAS in supporting
efforts to mediate conflicts in countries like Mali and Cote d’Ivoire, where po-
litical instability and insurgencies have threatened regional security. Through
its diplomatic missions in the region, Tiirkiye provides technical support for
peace processes, including the organization of negotiations and providing
platforms for dialogue. These efforts placed Tiirkiye as one of the most com-
mitted contributors to UN peacekeeping missions, earning the country global
recognition in 2022.%®

In addition to its multilateral engagements, Tiirkiye’s bilateral relations with
West African states have also contributed to peacekeeping efforts. Tiirkiye has
been able to offer support in areas such as security sector reform, disarma-
ment, and post-conflict reconstruction by strengthening its ties with individ-
ual countries. These initiatives are essential for maintaining peace in fragile
states where the risk of renewed conflict remains high.

Military and Security Cooperation in Peacekeeping

Although Tiirkiye’s direct military involvement in peacekeeping operations in
West Africa has been limited compared to its engagements in other regions,
such as the Balkans and the Middle East, it has played an important role in
providing military training and capacity building for West African security
forces. This support has been crucial in enhancing the effectiveness of peace-
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keeping missions led by regional organizations and the UN. One key aspect
of Tirkiye’s military contribution to peacekeeping in West Africa has been
through its participation in UN peacekeeping missions. Turkish military per-
sonnel have been deployed as part of UN missions, such as the United Nations
Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali (MINUSMA).* In
these missions, Tiirkiye’s troops have contributed to securing conflict zones,
protecting civilians, and supporting local governance structures. The pres-
ence of Turkish forces in these peacekeeping missions demonstrates Tiirkiye’s
commitment to supporting international peace and stability in West Africa.

Tiirkiye has also contributed to regional security by providing training and
logistical support to the armed forces of West African states. For example,
Tiirkiye has been involved in training West African peacekeepers through its
military cooperation agreements with countries like Ghana, Nigeria, and Sen-
egal.®* This training focuses on enhancing the capabilities of local forces to
participate in peacekeeping missions, improving their skills in areas such as
counter-insurgency operations, intelligence gathering, and civilian protection.
Through its military training programs, Tiirkiye has also helped to strengthen
regional peacekeeping initiatives led by ECOWAS. ECOWAS has been at the
forefront of addressing conflicts in West Africa, deploying peacekeeping forces
in countries like Liberia, Sierra Leone, and Guinea-Bissau.®! Tiirkiye’s support
for ECOWAS peacekeeping efforts has included the provision of equipment,
logistical assistance, and technical expertise, further enhancing the capacity of
the region’s peacekeepers.

Humanitarian Assistance and Peacebuilding

Besides its diplomatic and military contributions, Tiirkiye’s humanitarian as-
sistance has played a significant role in peacebuilding efforts in West Africa.
Humanitarian crises often accompany conflicts in the region, exacerbating the
challenges faced by peacekeeping missions. Tiirkiye, through organizations
such as the TIKA and the Turkish Red Crescent, has provided critical human-
itarian aid to conflict-affected populations in West Africa.** Tiirkiye's human-
itarian interventions have focused on delivering food aid, medical supplies,
and infrastructure development in post-conflict zones. In countries like Mali,
where insurgency and political instability have displaced millions of people,
Tiirkiye’s humanitarian efforts have helped to alleviate suffering and promote
stability.®® Turkiye’s contributions to education, healthcare, and water supply
projects have also supported long-term peacebuilding by addressing the root
causes of conflict, such as poverty and lack of access to basic services.

Moreover, Tiirkiye's engagement in peacebuilding extends to supporting lo-
cal governance and development initiatives that promote social cohesion and
reconciliation. In many West African countries, post-conﬂict reconstruction
is critical for ensuring that peace is sustainable. Tiirkiye has supported these
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Turk|ye demonstrates its efforts by investing in infrastructure
commitment to a peaceful projects, vocational training, and ini-

tiatives aimed at empowering women
and Wealthy African and youth, who are often dispropor-
continent by supporting the tionately affected by conflict.
AU’s development objectives,  (nallenges and Opportunities
peacekeeping operations , While Tiirkiye’s peacekeeping role in
and capacity-building West Africa has had a positive impact,
there are challenges that could hinder
initiatives its long-term effectiveness. One major
challenge is the complex political and
security environment in West Africa, where fragile states, extremist groups,
and cross-border conflicts present significant obstacles to peace. Tiirkiye’s abil-
ity to navigate these complexities and maintain a consistent presence in the
region will require careful diplomacy and sustained engagement. Again, Tiir-
kiye’s peacekeeping efforts may face competition from other external actors
such as China, France, and the U.S., who have vested interests in West Africa.
Balancing these relationships while contributing to peace and security in the
region will require Tiirkiye to adopt a collaborative approach that aligns with
both regional and international peacekeeping frameworks. However, Tiirkiye’s
growing influence in West Africa also presents opportunities. Tiirkiye can play
a more active role in shaping the region’s security architecture by deepening
its engagement with regional organizations like ECOWAS and the AU. Fur-
thermore, Tiirkiye’s expertise in post-conflict reconstruction and development
can be leveraged to support long-term peacebuilding efforts, addressing the
socio-economic factors that often fuel conflicts.

Tiirkiye’s peacekeeping role in West Africa, though still evolving, reflects its
commitment to promoting peace, stability, and development in the region.
Through its diplomatic engagement, military support, and humanitarian ef-
forts, Tiirkiye has contributed to addressing the challenges of conflict and in-
security in West Africa. As Tiirkiye continues to strengthen its ties with the
region, it has the potential to play an even more significant role in peacekeep-
ing and peacebuilding, helping to create a more secure and prosperous West
Africa.

Conclusion

This article explored Tiirkiye’s engagement with the Sub-Saharan African re-
gional blocs, such as the AU and ECOWAS. The engagement has developed
into a complex alliance characterized by shared political interests, economic
cooperation, and strategic collaboration. This partnership underscores Tiir-
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kiye’s diplomatic will to use bilateral and multilateral frameworks to increase
its influence and presence on the African continent. The primary platform for
Turkiye’s diplomatic outreach is the AU, which facilitates projects through-
out the continent and promotes solidarity on international issues. Tiirkiye
demonstrates its commitment to a peaceful and wealthy African continent by
supporting the AU’s development objectives, peacekeeping operations, and ca-
pacity-building initiatives. The collaboration aims to address some of the most
important issues facing the continent and covers health, education, and in-
frastructure development. Tiirkiye’s participation in ECOWAS highlights the
importance of security cooperation and economic diplomacy. With a num-
ber of investment initiatives and trade agreements, Tiirkiye has emerged as
a significant player in the economic landscape of West Africa. Furthermore,
Tirkiye’s support of ECOWAS’ peace and security initiatives demonstrates its
dedication to counter-terrorism efforts and regional stability, both of which
are essential for the socioeconomic development of ECOWAS member states.

Generally, Tiirkiye’s assertive foreign policy towards Sub-Saharan African re-
gional blocs shows a thorough and calculated approach meant to forge endur-
ing alliances. These connections are predicated on the principles of mutual
respect, common interests, and shared objectives. Through the utilization of
its diplomatic, economic, and cultural resources, Tiirkiye has established itself
as a pivotal player in the regional dynamics of Africa. It is anticipated that Tiir-
kiye’s continued engagement with the AU, ECOWAS, and other regional orga-
nizations will consolidate its position and further the development trajectory
of the continent, paving the way for a more cooperative and interconnected
global landscape. @
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