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ABSTRACT This analysis examines the partnership between Nigeria and Tür-
kiye, two nations with substantial diplomatic relations since 1960, though 
their historical ties go back much further. Their relationship appearscru-
cial in the transformation of both nations.This analysis considers the main 
aspects of their cooperation and the implications of this partnership for 
the future. Considering the economic cooperation, their joint strategic 
partnerships have promoted bilateral trade. Türkiye’s increasing economic 
presence in Nigeria seems linked to its strategic aim to become a key de-
velopment partner in Africa. Another critical dimension is the defense co-
operation, with Türkiye as an important security partner. Military and 
technological assistance along with training in response to the security 
challenges Nigeria faces highlights Türkiye’s strategic significance. The hu-
manitarian and socio-cultural aspects facilitate their relationship devel-
opment further. Turkish education initiatives and humanitarian endeav-
ors strengthen ties and support Türkiye’s foreign policy aimed at ensuring 
stability and growth in Africa. With some trade imbalances and possible 
overreliance on Turkish military technologies, the countries have to de-
velop an effective strategy to address the challenges and ensure a viable 
presence in the current multipolar world.
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Introduction

Nigeria and Türkiye’s bilateral relationship represents a deep and 
long-lasting cooperation formed over centuries of trade, diplomacy, 
and mutual interests. Even though the first known contact between the 

two populations dates back to the 16th century, formal diplomatic relations 
were not established until 1960, the year of Nigeria’s independence.1 Despite 
early commercial interactions between Kano and the Kanem-Bornu Empire 
with the Ottoman Empire, sustainable relations were limited by Ottoman con-
cerns about Europe and the Middle East, regional political dynamics in Nige-
ria, colonial influence, and logistical difficulties. The lack of significant rela-
tions during the Ottoman period can be attributed to these geopolitical factors. 
However, with Nigeria’s independence, this relationship was formalized and 
marked the beginning of a strong alliance that developed through economic 
cooperation, defense cooperation, and socio-cultural exchange. This historical 
context highlights the transition from casual contacts to strategic partnerships 
driven by mutual interests toward regional stability and economic growth.

The strategic positioning of Nigeria as a dominant force in West Africa and 
Türkiye as a pivotal power connecting Europe, Asia, and the Middle East 
highlights the importance of relations between the two countries. Because of 
their distinct geopolitical location, there has been a convergence of interests, 
especially in addressing common issues, including security concerns, eco-
nomic growth, and regional stability. Both nations have demonstrated a strong 
commitment to strengthening their collaboration via a succession of bilateral 
agreements and high-level visits, producing noticeable results in a variety of 
areas. This cooperative endeavor not only demonstrates the breadth of their 
involvement but also their shared commitment to tackling important regional 
and global concerns.

The ties between the two countries have consistently grown in the economic 
sphere, with Turkish businesses making a major contribution to Nigeria’s in-
frastructural development. This partnership highlights Türkiye’s importance 
as a collaborator in Nigeria’s economic development. The defense alliance has 
grown in importance as well, especially as Nigeria steps up its efforts to com-
bat insurgency and terrorism.2 Strengthening Nigeria’s security capabilities has 
been made possible by Türkiye’s assistance, which includes intelligence shar-
ing, training, and sales of military hardware. This indicates a growing strategic 
partnership. Furthermore, the relationship’s socio-cultural and humanitarian 
aspects –highlighted by educational and humanitarian aid– have played a cru-
cial role in promoting goodwill and understanding between the parties. The 
programs not only strengthen ties between individuals but also demonstrate 
how committed both countries are to promoting the stability and growth of 
the other.
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For this research, qualitative meth-
odology was used, focusing on doc-
ument analysis. Various sources 
are used in the research, including 
official governmental documents, 
peer-reviewed academic articles, 
and press publications. While this 
provides a comprehensive perspec-
tive of Nigeria-Türkiye ties, it has 
several drawbacks. The reliance on secondary sources may limit access to 
the most recent data, especially in quickly changing fields like economics. 
This paper attempts to provide an in-depth analysis of Nigeria-Türkiye rela-
tions by considering their historical context, main areas of interaction, and 
future opportunities and challenges. It aims to cover several dimensions of 
this relationship to show that within a highly complex and interrelated global 
environment, collaboration between Nigeria and Türkiye plays a significant 
strategic role.

The relationship between the two countries reflects major assumptions of 
interdependence theory. Turkish investments in Nigerian infrastructure, de-
fense, and education and Nigeria’s strategic location and resource potential 
create a system of mutual dependence. Türkiye needs access to the Nigerian 
market and resources, while Nigeria, thanks to its Turkish partner, can benefit 
from advanced defense technology. The relationship meets the prerequisites of 
interdependence theory assumptions by showing how economic, cultural, and 
security ties can contribute to sustainable long-term stability.

Existing research on the subject is considerable. Multiple sources investigate 
various aspects of Nigeria-Türkiye relations, mainly focusing on their eco-
nomic and security components. A general historical outlook is provided by 
Hasan Ulusoy, who stresses the long-term economic relations and often-over-
looked political-military partnerships of the two countries.3 A broad analysis 
of bilateral relations is offered by Ali Yılmaz Gündüz and Abubakar Muhha-
mad Yahya, who examine economic interdependence, education and cultural 
exchange, and security.4 Hamman Abubakar Bashir investigates the Nige-
ria-Türkiye relationship from a foreign policy perspective and assesses the 
impact of major events in the aftermath of the 2016 coup.5 A contemporary 
assessment is provided by Kenan Toprak, who stresses Nigeria’s importance in 
Türkiye’s general Africa strategy and opportunities for further expansion.6 Al-
exander Ugwukah and Oladimeji Depiver analyze the possibilities of creating 
a strong strategic economic partnership and identify the main aspects of eco-
nomic and defense sectors where such potentials exist.7 Gökhan Kavak focuses 
on historical research that would increase understanding of Nigeria’s relations 
with Ankara even before the creation of modern Türkiye and Nigeria’s inde-

Nigeria and Türkiye’s bilateral 
relationship represents a deep 
and long-lasting cooperation 
formed over centuries of 
trade, diplomacy, and mutual 
interests
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pendence.8 Based on the studies highlighted 
above, it should be said that a comprehensive 
examination of Nigerian-Turkish relations in 
the 21st century is rare. The current research 
aims to close this gap by a broad examination 
of the economic, defense, and socio-cultural 
sides of their interaction. It also aims to inves-
tigate their further implications for the region, 
thereby contributing to an understanding of 
the strategic nature of their cooperation.

Theoretical Framework: Interdependence Theory and Nigeria-Türkiye 
Relations

Interdependence theory is a concept developed by Robert Keohane and Joseph 
Nye in their 1977 book Power and Interdependence.9 The theory provides a 
framework for analyzing the developing bilateral relationship between Nigeria 
and Türkiye. According to the theory, as the costs of destruction increase and 
two or more countries become more intertwined through economic, security, 
and cultural relations, they become less likely to be involved in a conflict. In-
stead, these states are entreated to cooperate in ways that benefit both states.10 
This, in turn, reflects a departure from the realistic views of power struggle 
and competition. The multifaceted relationship that Nigeria has with Türkiye, 
containment economic relations, defense relations, and educational relations, 
is closely related to the assumptions of interdependence theory.

The theory assumes that states are connected through a number of channels, 
including trade, financial systems, and security systems. Moreover, the theory 
posits that this interconnection takes precedence over dominating a particular 
state. This, in turn, reduces the likelihood of conflict. As such, as international 
relations become more intricate, individual states become increasingly inter-
dependent in their pursuit of national objectives. Moreover, states will pursue 
policies that achieve the most important common interests and will not es-
chew temporary advantages gained by unilateral action.11 Nigeria’s interest in 
investment from Türkiye in its infrastructure, defense areas, and education is 
evident. Alongside the country’s geopolitical position and vast resource base, 
the two countries are interdependent. On the other hand, the technological 
advantage in defense that Nigeria gains appeals to Türkiye but it is also granted 
access to the Nigerian huge market. It can, therefore, be concluded that the two 
countries benefit from relationships that comply with interdependence theory. 
Just like the former Soviet Union and the People’s Republic of China, the two 
countries derive stability from interdependence encompassing economic rela-
tions, security, and culture.

Turkish investments in 
Nigerian infrastructure, 
defense, and education 
and Nigeria’s strategic 
location and resource 
potential create a system 
of mutual dependence
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One of the principal advantages of the theory is its ability to describe the 
non-military aspect of international relations in terms of the interplay that is 
often omitted in various classic theories, including realism. For instance, Ni-
geria and Türkiye are connected not only by military alliances and economic 
contracts; there are complex links between the two countries at the level of 
culture and education. Turkish scholarships for Nigerian students and the ac-
tivities of the Turkish Maarif Foundation connected with education facilities 
give the grounds to claim that ties between the two states at the level of culture 
are already quite strong. This kind of soft power is often crucial for the realiza-
tion of the larger strategic interests of the two countries because the interests 
of both are based on the realities of globalization. It is possible to argue that 
economic and cultural bonds enhance security and political alliances in terms 
of interdependence theory.

Conversely, there are certain flaws associated with this theory. The principal 
weakness is its general inability to account for the power imbalances between 
the partners of the relationship. In other words, states are not considered equal, 
and unless such a consideration is included in the initial model, the traps of 
dependency theory will apply. In reality, however, the effects of interdepen-
dence are far from equal. In the case of Nigeria and Türkiye, the latter enjoys 
tremendous benefits from its advanced industrial base, military, and global 
network of relations. That may imply that Türkiye has leverage over Nigerian 
imports of military technology and investment in defense and other sophisti-
cated industries. In other words, realists would claim that the impact of power 
asymmetries is significant even in cooperative relationships.12

Although, according to interdependence theory, interdependence is supposed 
to reduce the risks of conflict, it does not explain the potential risks of tension 
in unequal relationships. While their economic and security connections in 
the interdependence field are obvious, Nigeria and Türkiye are likely to experi-
ence tension related to disagreements over trade policies, investment climate, 
or geopolitical strategies. However, the theory is limited in providing tools to 
understand why and how exactly such tension emerges and should thus be 
replaced with a conflict-sensitive approach to relationships. This approach im-
plies that even interdependent relationships might at times be accompanied by 
friction and provides solutions to reduce tension.

Another limitation of interdependence theory is that it is primarily informed 
by state-centric approaches to world politics and ignores non-state actors. Yet 
in the globalizing world of the 21st century, businesses, multinational corpora-
tions, NGOs, and diaspora communities are important actors in international 
relations. In the relations between Nigeria and Türkiye, for example, Turkish 
businesses play important role in the economic and cultural exchange between 
the two countries. To make the theory more useful in promoting and testing 



228 Insight Turkey

ZAINUL ABIDEEN JIBRILARTICLE

interdependence, the influence of non-state actors must be integrated into the 
analysis.

Interdependence theory provides a powerful framework for understanding 
and explaining Nigeria-Türkiye relations. However, it also has a number of 
limitations that decrease its practical utilization by both scholars and policy-
makers. A more comprehensive understanding can be achieved by integrating 
some realist insights from the understanding of the potential risks linked to 
interdependence creation, accepting that conflict remains a possibility, and 
integrating an analysis of non-state actors into the process of promoting inter-
dependence. Thus analyzed, relationships between Nigeria and Türkiye can be 
understood in a more nuanced way, allowing the tracing of both collaboration 
and competition and providing deeper insights into the role of interdepen-
dence in today’s world.

Overview of Nigerian-Turkish Ties

The relationship between Türkiye and Nigeria dates back to well before the 
establishment of the two states. In the 16th century, the Kanim-Bornu Empire 
in Nigeria recognized the Ottoman Caliphate and developed friendly relations 
focusing on solidarity and mutual assistance, particularly during the expan-
sion of British colonialism in the late 16th and early 17th century. Addition-
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ally, the Ottoman Empire had com-
mercial and diplomatic connections 
with the Northern Nigerian city of 
Kano, further highlighting the his-
torical ties between the regions.

These early connections were exem-
plified by Sultan Abdulhamid the 
Second’s representative attending 
the inauguration of the first official 
mosque built by Muhammad Shitta 
in Lagos in 1894.13 Following Nigeria’s independence in 1960, Türkiye formal-
ized its diplomatic relations by opening a general consulate in Lagos, which 
was soon elevated to an embassy in 1961.14 This move marked a significant 
milestone in the long-standing alliance between the two nations, reflecting 
their deep-rooted historical ties that began centuries earlier.

The highest-level visit between Türkiye and Nigeria after Nigeria’s indepen-
dence occurred in October 1996 when Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan led 
a 25-man delegation to Abuja for talks with General Abacha.15 This visit was 
pivotal, as it facilitated the formation of the Developing Eight (D-8), an in-
ternational group announced three months later. The D-8, modeled after the 
G-7, included Nigeria, Türkiye, Malaysia, Indonesia, Iran, Egypt, Pakistan, and 
Bangladesh. Erbakan emphasized that the D-8 aimed to promote solidarity 
in international forums and enhance cooperation in economic fields such as 
banking, investment, technology, and small and medium-sized enterprises.16

Despite the significance of this visit in advancing Türkiye-Nigeria relations, it 
faced criticism from Turkish media and political circles, resulting in a motion 
of censure in parliament.17 In Nigeria, the accession to the D-8 sparked do-
mestic concerns, particularly among its Christian population. Many Christian 
politicians, opinion leaders, and religious groups feared that joining an orga-
nization composed predominantly of Muslim-majority countries could align 
Nigeria too closely with Islamic political and economic interests, potentially 
threatening the nation’s secular identity and religious diversity. This sentiment 
was compounded by historical sensitivities, such as the controversy surround-
ing Nigeria’s decision in 1986 to join the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC), which had led to significant violence and unrest.18

Despite domestic reservations, particularly from Christian leaders concerned 
about aligning with predominantly Muslim-majority countries, the Nigerian 
government has emphasized that its participation in the D-8 is driven primar-
ily by economic objectives. This focus on trade and development cooperation 
aims to leverage economic benefits while managing domestic sensitivities. 

As members of both the D-8 
and the OIC, Türkiye, and 
Nigeria have opportunities to 
collaborate on shared interests, 
balancing Nigeria’s domestic 
concerns with its international 
economic goals
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Türkiye, recognizing the strategic value 
of Nigeria’s membership, has used the 
D-8 to strengthen bilateral ties and fos-
ter collaboration across various sectors.

Over the years, the relationship between 
the two countries has grown stronger, 
encompassing political, security, and 
economic dimensions. As members of 
both the D-8 and the OIC, Türkiye, and 
Nigeria have opportunities to collabo-

rate on shared interests, balancing Nigeria’s domestic concerns with its interna-
tional economic goals.

Türkiye has referred to 2005 as the “Year of Africa” within the scope of its Afri-
can Opening Policy and closely followed developments on the continent since 
2010. This increase in interest is indicative of a new Türkiye that has historical 
and cultural ties with Africa. Türkiye’s and Nigeria’s efforts and mutual visits 
have significantly affected the growth of relations between the two countries.

Turkish businesses have made significant investments in vital industries, in-
cluding manufacturing, electricity, and construction, which have been crucial 
to Nigeria’s development. Nigeria’s and Türkiye’s growing economic alliance 
is indicative of larger patterns in Türkiye’s relationship with Africa.19 By fo-
cusing on industries, including manufacturing, energy, and construction, Tür-
kiye is in line with its strategic goal of funding partner nations’ infrastructure 
and economic growth. Nigeria’s development is aided by this concentration, 
which also strengthens Türkiye’s sway over the continent. The creation of joint 
ventures and business forums has strengthened the economic cooperation be-
tween the two countries even further, providing a strong foundation for ongo-
ing cooperation and mutual gain.20

The deepening of bilateral ties has been greatly aided by high-level visits. A major 
turning point in their diplomatic relationship was the formal visit and attendance 
at the D-8 Summit by then Turkish President Abdullah Gül in 2010. As a recipro-
cal measure, a high-level group led by former Nigerian President Goodluck Jona-
than traveled to Türkiye in 2011.21 These visits have demonstrated both countries’ 
shared desire to further their collaboration by strengthening diplomatic ties and 
opening the door for increased cooperation in a number of sectors.

Establishing strong foundations, the official visit of President Recep Tayyip Er-
doğan to Nigeria in 2016 with the participation of numerous important min-
isters resulted in a considerable strengthening of commercial ties between the 
two countries. Moreover, the Nigeria Business Forum, which promoted fresh 

Turkish businesses have 
made significant investments 
in vital industries, including 
manufacturing, electricity, 
and construction, which 
have been crucial to Nigeria’s 
development
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chances for investment and trade, served as a catalyst for this visit. In 2017, 
President Muhammadu Buhari’s travel to Türkiye and participation in the 9th 
D-8 Summit in İstanbul further strengthened the relationship.22 The relation-
ship has been strengthened by these high-level interactions, opening the door 
for further cooperation in a variety of fields. Under President Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu, the present Nigerian government is still committed to strengthening 
ties with Türkiye. Senator George Akume, the Secretary to the Government of 
the Federation, and Hidayet Bayraktar, the Ambassador of Türkiye, reaffirmed 
their pledge in February 2024. Both sides discussed ways to further their cur-
rent collaboration during this meeting, demonstrating Türkiye’s and Nigeria’s 
continued strategic significance.23

Furthermore, in the area of defense, the two nations are steadfastly commit-
ted to working together. The Turkish Ambassador met with Nigeria’s Minis-
ter of Defense, Mohammed Badaru Abubakar, in October 2023 to talk about 
advancing their current defense cooperation and reviving Nigeria’s Defense 
Industries Corporation (DICON).24 The strategic interest that both countries 
have in deepening their defense cooperation to tackle common security issues 
is demonstrated by this meeting.

Notwithstanding the obstacles presented by the COVID-19 pandemic, Nige-
ria and Türkiye have persisted in their resolve to fortify their bilateral ties. 
To ensure the resilience of their cooperation, both countries have mobilized 
to reduce the economic and social effects of the epidemic. These programs 
strengthen the long-term strategic alliance between the two nations by ad-
dressing pressing issues while also fostering prosperity and sustainable devel-
opment in the local communities.25 

Nigeria-Türkiye Economic Relations

The economic relations between Nigeria and Türkiye have grown dramatically, 
and the countries have become increasingly interdependent. The evidence is in 
their peak bilateral trade of $2.76 billion in 2014 as Nigeria became Türkiye’s 
chief trade partner in Sub-Saharan Africa.26 Although it has experienced some 
fluctuations caused by global factors like the oil price decline in 2015, there 
has been an overall upward trend. This cooperation became possible in 1986 
when the Agreement on Economic, Scientific, and Technical Cooperation was 
signed, establishing the relationship between the two countries in this area.

Another important step in formalizing the increasingly important economic 
link was the 2011 signing of the Agreement on the Promotion and Protection 
of Investments.27 This reflects Nigeria’s and Türkiye’s interest in their mutual, 
and mutually beneficial, economic growth. It is also worth mentioning that the 
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two countries are largely complementary, which is visible in Nigeria’s oil and 
gas, which constitute a significant portion of its exports to Türkiye. In turn, 
Türkiye exports increasingly more machinery and equipment, steel, construc-
tion materials, and textiles to Nigeria, which also imports food products. This 
development demonstrates that the two countries’ mutually beneficial rela-
tionships are becoming more institutionalized and that the existing framework 
will likely support the steady growth of their interaction.

Graph 1: Trade Volume between Nigeria and Türkiye (1995-2023, $ Million)
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Graph 1 illustrates the trend in bilateral trade between Nigeria and Türkiye 
from 1995 to 2023. The data shows a clear upward trend, indicating a sig-
nificant increase in trade volume over the years. This growth aligns with the 
broader trend of increasing economic interdependence between the two coun-
tries, as evidenced by the establishment of bilateral agreements and the forma-
tion of business councils.29

Although initially, the growth on both sides was modest, by 1995, the vol-
ume of trade was $56.17 million in favor of Türkiye’s exports. It continued to 
steadily grow and by 1999, it reached $71.2 million. It grew nearly 27 percent 
and formed the foundation for future growth, yet the existing imbalance re-
mained. The next five years marked a considerable expansion, as by 2005, bilat-
eral trade accounted for $125.7 million, which was 126 percent higher than in 
1995. The further expansion was between 2006 and 2011, and by the end of the 
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period, trade reached $1.57 billion. 
It represented a 402 percent expan-
sion since 2005, as both countries’ 
contribution was balanced and com-
promised of Turkish investments in 
Nigeria. It peaked in 2014 to reach 
$2.76 billion, as Nigeria’s oil exports 
provided the main boost. Notably, 
at that point, Nigeria was already 
Türkiye’s largest trading partner in 
sub-Saharan Africa,30 and it was the 
highest point in their economic re-
lationships, which was affected by 
external shocks.

The 2015 oil price crash was one of such factors, which ultimately resulted in a 
dramatic decline,31 as by 2015 trade was already $1.13 billion, and by the next 
year it was merely $625 million, which was a 77.3 percent drop. The recovery, 
however, was swift, and already by 2017, it had reached $2.15 billion within 
a couple of years. COVID-19 also created significant pressure. Yet, by 2020, 
trade was $1.93 billion, and throughout 2023, it was $2.11 billion, pointing to 
the relatively stable relations.

Active Turkish interest in Nigerian energy is part of a more global strategy 
to diversify its largest suppliers and consequently reduce Russia’s share. Nige-
ria exported $253 million worth of liquefied natural gas (LNG) to Türkiye in 
2022, representing just 1.44 percent of all the LNG Ankara imported into its 
domestic market during the year under review.32 It is noteworthy that while 
Nigeria’s LNG exports to Türkiye in 2022 were just 0.8 bcm, the decline can be 
attributed to a sharp decline in Nigeria’s gas production that year.33 Although 
Nigeria’s contribution was small in comparison to the major suppliers, its sup-
ply did fit part of Türkiye’s actions to reduce geopolitical risks associated with 
over-reliance on Russian pipeline gas, which constituted 39 percent of its total 
import that year.

While LNG is burdened by liquefaction and regasification costs, they provide 
alternatives to supplies from Russia that are relatively low-cost but make Tür-
kiye more dependent on a single supplier.34 This diversification mirrors the 
mix of gas imports that Türkiye has, which helps wean it off its dependence 
on Russia. Ankara is creating substantial energy security by diversifying the 
sources of its LNG and crude oil imports from Nigeria, as well as other al-
ternative suppliers such as Algeria, Qatar, and the U.S. This not only reduces 
its geopolitical exposure but also enhances Turkish influence in the regional 
energy market.

Although economic relations 
between Türkiye and Nigeria 
have improved significantly, 
reflecting deepening 
interdependence characterized 
by significant growth in 
trade and investment, the 
relationship has not yet 
reached its full potential
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Abuja and Ankara have demon-
strated a strong commitment to 
fostering investment opportunities. 
Türkiye perceives Nigeria as a strate-
gic gateway to the African continent, 
as evidenced by its significant FDI 
flows to the region. Egypt, Algeria, 
and Morocco have been primary 
destinations for Turkish investment, 

constituting a combined 57.4 percent of total outward FDI to Africa between 
2015 and 2020. While Nigeria’s position within this investment landscape is 
relatively modest, with an average of 1.2 percent of total Turkish outward FDI 
flows during the same period, the country has attracted investments in manu-
facturing, construction, and services sectors.35

This suggests a growing interest from Turkish investors in Nigeria’s potential, 
despite the country’s lower ranking in terms of FDI attraction compared to 
regional peers such as Egypt and Algeria. As Nigeria continues to implement 
economic reforms and improve its investment climate, it could become a more 
attractive destination for Turkish investors.

Nigeria’s trade deficit with Türkiye has widened in recent years, exacerbated by 
an overreliance on oil exports. While the nation exported $1.21 billion to Tür-
kiye in 2022, primarily crude petroleum ($865 million), petroleum gas ($253 
million), and other oily seeds ($47.3 million), imports from Türkiye amounted 
to $841 million, with gypsum, iron structures, and electrical transformers as 
leading products.36 Despite the growth in both exports and imports, the trade 
deficit has persisted, indicating a need for Nigeria to diversify its export base be-
yond oil and address the underlying imbalances in trade relations with Türkiye.

The economic complexity index (ECI) further highlights the trade imbalance. 
In 2022, Türkiye ranked 41st with an ECI of 0.6, indicating a diversified econ-
omy capable of producing a wide range of complex products. In contrast, Ni-
geria ranked 127 with an ECI of -1.67, revealing a heavy reliance on primary 
commodities. This disparity in economic complexity contributes to Nigeria’s 
trade deficit.37 By expanding non-oil exports and enhancing domestic produc-
tion capabilities, Nigeria can improve its trade balance and strengthen its eco-
nomic position.

While the overall trajectory of the relationship is positive, it has been influ-
enced by global economic trends and geopolitical events. The decline in global 
oil prices in the mid-2010s negatively impacted Nigeria’s export earnings and, 
consequently, bilateral trade. Moreover, the COVID-19 pandemic disrupted 
global supply chains and reduced economic activity, affecting trade flows be-

The alliance is characterized by 
strategic military cooperation 
and shared counter-terrorism 
commitments and reflects 
Türkiye’s broader ambitions as 
a regional and global player
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tween the two countries. On the other hand, the increasing geopolitical impor-
tance of Africa and Türkiye’s growing global influence have contributed to the 
strengthening of the partnership.38 

Although economic relations between Türkiye and Nigeria have improved sig-
nificantly, reflecting deepening interdependence characterized by significant 
growth in trade and investment, the relationship has not yet reached its full 
potential. In addition to global factors, ongoing challenges such as security 
concerns, logistics inefficiencies, and structural deficiencies in the Nigerian 
economy remain major hurdles. Security challenges ranging from insurgency 
and terrorism to banditry by groups such as Boko Haram, kidnappers, and the 
Indigenous People of Biafra have created an unstable investment environment. 
Logistical challenges resulting from inadequate infrastructure and inefficient 
trade facilitation further increase trade barriers. Additionally, structural prob-
lems such as Nigeria’s over-reliance on oil exports and the complex regulatory 
environment have led to economic imbalances and hindered the optimization 
of bilateral economic relations. Addressing these multifaceted issues requires 
comprehensive analysis and strategic reform to realize the full potential of Tür-
kiye-Nigeria economic cooperation.

Addressing these challenges will require comprehensive reforms to fully cap-
italize on the potential of Nigeria-Türkiye economic cooperation. Despite 
these challenges, the two nations have leveraged regional and bilateral trade 
agreements to enhance market access. Nigeria’s membership in the Economic 
Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and its recent accession to the 
African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) have expanded market oppor-
tunities for Turkish goods. Concurrently, Türkiye’s customs union with the Eu-
ropean Union has facilitated increased trade with Nigeria by granting Nigerian 
products preferential access to the European market. These trade arrangements 
have played a crucial role in deepening economic ties between the two nations. 

Strategic Defense Partnership

Launched in 2018, the defense partnership between Nigeria and Türkiye has 
become a key component of their bilateral relations.39 The alliance is charac-
terized by strategic military cooperation and shared counter-terrorism commit-
ments and reflects Türkiye’s broader ambitions as a regional and global player. 
Moreover, the purchase of Turkish-made Bayraktar TB2 drones in 2021 marks 
a major technological upgrade for the Nigerian military.40 The purchase marked 
a major technological upgrade for the Nigerian military, which has enhanced 
its operational capabilities in counter-terrorism and surveillance. The Turkish 
drones have improved Nigeria’s ability to conduct precision strikes and gather 
critical intelligence, contributing to more effective counter-terrorism operations.
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However, this continued reliance on arms imports and external training raises 
pertinent questions regarding the development of the indigenous training ca-
pacity and long-term dependence and potential vulnerability in Nigeria. Bal-
ancing pressing security needs with the strategic goal of developing a strong 
domestic defense industry is a major challenge facing Nigeria.41 

Intelligence sharing is an important part of the Nigeria-Türkiye defense part-
nership and reflects Türkiye’s broader counter-terrorism strategy. Türkiye’s 
participation in global counter-terrorism initiatives, such as the International 
Coalition to Combat ISIS and the Global Counter-Terrorism Forum (GCTF), 
has enhanced its role as an important partner to Nigeria, particularly in track-
ing terrorist financing.42 This cooperation has facilitated the exchange of valu-
able intelligence, which has been crucial in targeting terrorist networks and 
financing operations. 

This partnership underscores Türkiye’s strategic interests in Africa, and its ac-
tive foreign policy is marked by a combination of heavy investment and soft 
and hard power, consistent with its goals of regional stability. For Nigeria, co-
operation with Türkiye is critical to confronting the serious security challenges 
posed by Boko Haram and other extremist threats. Nigeria also has major de-
fense contacts with the United States, France, and China. In addition, they 
offer a myriad of sources of military equipment, training, and strategic support 
to Nigeria while also supplementing its cooperation with Türkiye.

For example, the U.S. has provided Nigeria with counter-terrorism aid pro-
grams and military training along with funds designed to boost maritime 
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security and border control. The aid is 
intended to help Nigeria increase its 
operational capacity against jihadist 
groups such as Boko Haram and ISIS-
West Africa.43 The UK traditionally also 
provides military aid to Nigeria, specif-
ically on counterinsurgency and mari-
time security. This is an association that 
transitioned from post-colonial secu-
rity roles to a partnership in defense.44

In the case of France, its relationship with Nigeria is based on regional secu-
rity –especially in the Sahel. This encompasses counterterrorism operations 
enabled through the Multinational Joint Task Force (MNJTF) in checkmat-
ing Boko Haram and has subsequently strengthened Franco-Nigerian ties for 
good.45 China hasplayed a pivotal role in supplying military equipment to Nige-
ria, accounting for approximately $532 million in arms transfers between 1990 
and 2024, making it Nigeria’s largest defense supplier.46 Beyond arms exports, 
China has also invested heavily in Nigeria’s military infrastructure, significantly 
shaping the country’s defense landscape. Meanwhile, Türkiye is emerging as 
an important defense partner for Nigeria, contributing around $55 million in 
military transfers over the same period.47 Though Türkiye’s contributions are 
smaller than China’s, its influence is steadily growing through defense cooper-
ation agreements. The involvement of both China, with its substantial exports, 
and Türkiye, with its rising profile, reflects Nigeria’s strategy to diversify its mil-
itary partnerships and enhance its strategic autonomy in the region.

In the context of Nigeria, historical information can be used to give depth 
to its new defense strategy. As relations with the West soured after Nigeria’s 
role in the Second World War, the Soviet Union stepped up to provide pivotal 
supplies during its Civil War while major Western powers like America and 
Britain were skeptical –marking a breakaway from monolithic international 
diplomacy.48 

Moreover, Nigeria and Türkiye have significantly advanced their strategic alli-
ance through a key naval cooperation agreement focused on modernizing Ni-
geria’s maritime defense capabilities. The collaboration includes the overhaul 
of Nigeria’s flagship frigate NNS ARADU at Dilsan Shipyard in Türkiye and 
the addition of a state-of-the-art Turkish-made patrol boat (Tuzla-class patrol 
boat) to the Nigerian Navy fleet.49

The modernization of the NNS ARADU, equipped with advanced technology, 
is an important enhancement to Nigeria’s ability to combat piracy and other il-
legal activities in the Gulf of Guinea. The new patrol boat is designed to perform 
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a variety of missions from surveillance to 
anti-smuggling operations, further en-
hancing Nigeria’s maritime security.50 The 
modernization of Nigeria’s maritime de-
fense and the addition of a Turkish-made 
patrol boat has strengthened its capacity 
to combat piracy and safeguard its mari-
time interests in the Gulf of Guinea. This 
collaboration highlights the deepening 

strategic partnership between Nigeria and Türkiye and reflects the two coun-
tries’ joint commitment to address common maritime security challenges. The 
partnership serves as an example of effective regional cooperation in maritime 
defense as Türkiye continues to expand its influence in West Africa.

Nevertheless, significant challenges remain. For Nigeria to build lasting de-
fense capabilities, effective technology transfer from Türkiye is crucial. With-
out a well-defined framework, there is a risk that Nigeria might become overly 
reliant on foreign technology rather than fostering its own innovations. Ad-
ditionally, as Türkiye’s influence in West Africa grows, Nigeria must carefully 
navigate this relationship to safeguard its strategic interests without straining 
ties with other key regional and international partners.51 

Against a backdrop of diverse defense cooperation efforts in Nigeria, this 
problem calls for a holistic response. Nigeria has therefore to combine two 
vectors of diversification: cooperation with various international partners on 
the one hand as well as reduced dependence from an over-reliance on any sin-
gle source. This well-rounded strategy will enable Nigeria to harness an array 
of capabilities and resources, ultimately bolstering its national security and re-
gional legitimacy. The Nigeria-Türkiye defense partnership holds considerable 
promise, especially in areas like cybersecurity and the development of Nigeria’s 
domestic defense industry. The success of initiatives such as the Naval Cooper-
ation Agreement underscores the potential for deeper collaboration. However, 
the longevity of this partnership will hinge on how effectively both nations ad-
dress the challenges of technology transfer, geopolitical dynamics, and align-
ing their security objectives. Achieving this requires sustained commitment, 
strategic foresight, and a shared vision that advances not just bilateral interests, 
but broader regional stability and security.

Socio-Cultural and Humanitarian Dimensions of Ties

Education
Education has become a key element in strengthening relations between Nige-
ria and Türkiye, serving as a bridge to deepen cultural and diplomatic ties. The 
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Turkish Scholarship Program, administered by the YTB, plays a vital role in this 
effort. By supporting Nigerian students, Türkiye not only provides valuable aca-
demic opportunities but also deepens cultural connections. For example, while 
only eight Nigerian students received scholarships in 2015, this number had in-
creased to 29 by 2016, reflecting Türkiye’s growing commitment to educational 
exchanges.52 By 2019, over 3,000 Nigerian students were studying in Türkiye, 
with many benefiting from Turkish government scholarships.53 By 2022, the 
number of Nigerian students in Turkish universities had reached 3,174, making 
Nigeria the second-largest source of African students in Türkiye, after Egypt. 
This growth aligns with Türkiye’s broader trend of increasing international stu-
dent enrollment, which surged to 260,000 in 2022, up from just 32,000 in 2012.54

The Fetullah Gülen Movement, later designated as the Gülenist Terror Group 
(FETÖ), which sought to overthrow the Turkish government in July 2016, 
gained significant influence in Nigeria throughout the 2000s. This influence was 
achieved primarily through building its education and healthcare institutions in 
the country, which became a foundation for establishing contact with local lead-
ers. At first, this influence was used to establish and expand the power of these 
institutions; later, it was used to subvert the Turkish government after the July 15 
coup attempt. Responding to such a shift, the Turkish Maarif Foundation started 
working on taking over FETÖ-run schools, which would ensure the continuity 
of the educational process and counteract the influence of the organization.55 
This measure is vital for maintaining educational stability and displaying the 
commitment of the Turkish government to the further development of Nigeria.

Former Turkish Ambassador to Nigeria Melih Ulueren also stressed the im-
portance of scholarships, noting that more than 3,000 Nigerian students are 
studying in Türkiye.56 This significant growth highlights Türkiye’s commit-
ment to fostering stronger bilateral relations through education. The partici-
pation of the Turkish Directorate of Religious Affairs in offering scholarships 
for religious studies further expands this collaboration and supports interreli-
gious dialogue. By addressing the educational gap left by FETÖ and enhancing 
its role through the Turkish Maarif Foundation, Türkiye aims to reinforce its 
relationship with Nigeria and contribute positively to its development.

Other Turkish government-owned organizations such as the Turkish Coopera-
tion and Coordination Agency (TİKA) have made significant contributions by 
renovating and equipping laboratories in Abuja. The renovations, which were 
officially opened in the presence of Türkiye’s Ambassador to Abuja, Hidayet 
Bayraktar, have significantly improved the learning environment for students. 
Ambassador Bayraktar emphasized that education is an important component 
of Africa’s development and Türkiye is committed to supporting educational 
measures that unleash human potential.57 Turkish Maarif Foundation further 
underscores Türkiye’s dedication to education in Africa, educating more than 
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17,000 students in 175 institutions in 25 Af-
rican countries as of 2021. Turkish NGOs 
recently opened two new schools in Abuja, 
underscoring this commitment.58 

Türkiye’s educational initiatives are pivotal 
to its strategic objectives in the region. By 
providing scholarships and forming partner-
ships with Nigerian institutions, Türkiye fos-

ters a network of alumni who become cultural ambassadors. These individuals 
play a key role in strengthening the ties between Nigeria and Türkiye, enhanc-
ing diplomatic and economic relations in a meaningful way. Expanding this 
influence, Türkiye’s educational programs fit into a broader strategy aimed at 
increasing its footprint across Africa. By investing in the continent’s educational 
sector, Türkiye not only amplifies its soft power but also positions itself as a cru-
cial developmentally. This strategic investment supports Africa’s progress while 
solidifying Türkiye’s role as a prominent and trusted partner in the region.

Over the years, significant benefits have been realized through these educa-
tional efforts. Nigerians who graduated from Turkish universities and have 
ventured into different professional fields often emphasize the positive influ-
ence of their Turkish education. Not only does the alumni network provide 
particular support for the further development of Türkiye’s influence in Africa 
and facilitate its expansion, but also it promotes a stable and prosperous re-
gional environment, reinforcing the position of Türkiye in the international 
arena. Nonetheless, while the rates of the educational program seem encour-
aging, a few issues concerning the cooperation between Türkiye and Nigeria 
are worth mentioning. First of all, it should be mentioned that issues related 
to security in Nigerian regions have affected the scale of the development of 
Turkish programs in the realm of education. Secondly, it should be noted that 
limited facilities in local Nigerian educational settings might present further 
impediments to the development of a rigorous program of student exchange.

Humanitarian Assistance
Türkiye has provided substantial humanitarian assistance to Nigeria, focus-
ing on education, disaster relief, and support for vulnerable groups. TİKA has 
been at the forefront of these efforts, playing a key role in the implementation 
of various programs across the country. Unfortunately, there is no TİKA office 
or representation in Nigeria, one of the countries where investment in human-
itarian aid is required. There is no arguing about the success of Turkish NGOs 
in Africa, including Nigeria. Since 2002, Turkish NGOs have significantly in-
creased their presence on this continent through their humanitarian and de-
velopment aid of which Nigeria is a beneficiary. Driven by altruism, as well as 
a range of strategic interests, NGOs offer essential assistance in various fields, 
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including healthcare, education, and emergency relief.59 By the 2010s, their ac-
tivities had spread to major Nigerian towns. Since there is no TİKA represen-
tation in Nigeria, the role of NGOs, in this case, can hardly be overestimated 
as they offer useful and reliable pools of local intelligence while directly engag-
ing with local communities.60 Thus, coordinated actions between diplomatic 
missions and NGOs in Nigeria are essential for the systematic functioning of 
the state mechanism and for delivering accurate and timely information to 
decision-makers.

A significant moment in Türkiye’s humanitarian engagement with Nigeria oc-
curred during President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan’s official visit in 2016. Accom-
panying him, First Lady Emine Erdoğan attended the opening ceremony of 
an orphanage in Abuja, built by TİKA.61 This orphanage stands as a powerful 
symbol of Türkiye’s long-term commitment to humanitarian assistance in Ni-
geria. By addressing the needs of the most vulnerable, such as orphans and 
internally displaced people, Türkiye is not only offering immediate support but 
also investing in the future of Nigeria’s most affected communities. These hu-
manitarian initiatives are emblematic of Türkiye’s broader approach to foreign 
policy in Africa, where it seeks to build strong, multifaceted partnerships that 
extend beyond diplomacy and trade.62 By prioritizing humanitarian assistance, 
Türkiye reinforces its role as a compassionate and reliable ally, dedicated to 
contributing to Nigeria’s stability and development.

While the role of Turkish NGOs is emphasized, there is a notable issue with 
Turkish NGOs as their focus is mainly on Muslim-majority consensus. As 
noted by Yunus Turhan and Şerif Onur Bahçecik, Turkish NGOs operate 
within the Islamic solidarity framework, focusing on socio-economic issues, 
mainly in the Northern regions of Nigeria.63 This emphasis is known to be 
beneficial for the national foreign policy of Türkiye, helping it maintain and 
reinforce its influence in the Muslim-majority regions and affirming its com-
mitment to the development policy centered on Islamic values.

At the same time, it can backfire dramatically with the population of other de-
nominations, especially in the Southern regions, where Christians dominate. 
Focusing on areas with a Muslim majority can alienate Christian towns, not 
to mention that an emphasis on a particular side can provoke numerous ad-
verse effects, as a partial approach always draws criticism. The most dangerous 
consequence is that such an approach could harm the relations of Türkiye and 
Nigerian towns with a Christian majority, thus, making them less loyal to their 
broader strategic partnership. 

Another significant dimension of Türkiye’s humanitarian assistance is its pro-
vision of official development assistance (ODA). Between 2005 and 2015, Tür-
kiye allocated $183.44 million in ODA to Africa, with Nigeria among the key 
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beneficiaries. Although the overall financial contribution might seem modest, 
the impact of Türkiye’s aid to Nigeria has been profound, particularly in crit-
ical sectors such as education and humanitarian relief. This underscores an 
important principle in international aid: the effectiveness of assistance is not 
solely determined by its monetary value but also by how strategically it is allo-
cated and implemented. Türkiye’s approach to ODA highlights the importance 
of targeted interventions that address specific needs, ensuring that even lim-
ited resources can create significant and lasting change.

A more detailed breakdown of Türkiye’s official development assistance to Ni-
geria from 2015 to 2021 is seen in Table 1.

Table 1: Türkiye’s Official Development Assistance to Nigeria 

	 Year	 ODA ($ Millions)

	 2015	 0.06

	 2016	 0.74
	 2017	 1.10
	 2018	 0.01
	 2019	 0.74
	 2020	 0.74
	 2021	 0.771

Source: Turkish Development Assistance Reports 2015-202364

As can be seen from Table 1, Nigeria’s share of Türkiye’s official development 
assistance to Africa has fluctuated over the years. This shows Türkiye’s increas-
ing emphasis on Nigeria as a strategic partner in its African engagement.

These efforts not only offer immediate relief and support to those in need but 
also deepen socio-cultural ties between Nigeria and Türkiye, fostering a relation-
ship grounded in mutual understanding and cooperation. By addressing urgent 
needs while simultaneously building long-term connections, Türkiye’s humani-
tarian initiatives contribute to a more resilient and interconnected partnership. 
As relations between the two countries continue to evolve, Türkiye’s role as a key 
humanitarian partner for Nigeria is likely to grow in significance, further solidi-
fying the foundation for sustained collaboration and shared progress.

Health
Türkiye’s engagement in Nigeria’s health sector through strategic health di-
plomacy has significantly bolstered bilateral relations. During the COVID-19 
pandemic, Türkiye demonstrated its commitment by providing essential med-
ical supplies and technical assistance to Nigeria. This swift and coordinated re-
sponse, executed in collaboration with the Africa Centers for Disease Control 
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and Prevention (Africa CDC), was cru-
cial in addressing healthcare gaps and 
reducing Nigeria’s reliance on Western 
donors.65 Türkiye’s timely intervention 
not only reinforced diplomatic ties 
but also solidified its reputation as a 
dependable partner in times of crisis, 
further enhancing its role in Nigeria’s 
health sector and broader development 
efforts.

Building on this collaboration, Türkiye and Nigeria signed a memorandum 
of understanding (MoU) on health and medicine in March 2022, formalizing 
their collaboration. The MoU, signed by Türkiye’s Minister of Health Fahrettin 
Koca and Nigeria’s Minister of Health Osagie Ehanire, outlines enhanced co-
operation in various health-related areas. The agreement is complemented by 
a treatment agreement signed between the Embassy of Nigeria in Ankara and 
the International Health Services Agency of the Turkish Ministry of Health to 
provide advanced medical services to Nigerian patients in Türkiye.66

The health agreements between Nigeria and Türkiye are very likely to benefit 
Nigeria’s healthcare system and the relationships between the two countries. 
By providing Nigerian patients with high-class medical services, the agree-
ment fills the gaps in the current system of healthcare, especially in terms 
of such gravely needed but complex and costly procedures like organ trans-
plants. Besides, the opportunity for Nigeria’s health workforce to gain invalu-
able experience in Türkiye may enhance the country’s medical professionals’ 
knowledge and skills. Their utilization in the organization of Nigeria’s health-
care system may have a positive effect on the quality of medical services in 
the country. Therefore, the demand for outbound medical tourism will be re-
duced. Nigerians spend from $1.5 billion to $2 billion annually on outbound 
services, a considerable part of which is heart disease, kidney disorders, or 
cancer treatment.67 As a result, the strengthening of local experts and medical 
facilities will help in stopping financial outflows. Additionally, the country 
will no longer be dependent on other states in the fight against crucial health 
problems.

Furthermore, joint efforts in public health and disease control empower Nige-
ria to respond more effectively to health threats, while the agreements broaden 
bilateral cooperation beyond economics and defense. In other words, Türkiye 
will show that it is not only interested in Nigeria as an economic partner but is 
also fully equipped and motivated to work on improving the country’s health 
system. The pursued strategy will help reach mutual benefits and a symbiosis 
of health diplomacy.

The foundation of Türkiye’s 
expanding relationship with 
Nigeria is cultural diplomacy; 
it is via these interpersonal 
exchanges that a significant 
link is created
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Cultural Diplomacy and People-to-People Exchanges

The foundation of Türkiye’s expanding relationship with Nigeria is cultural 
diplomacy; it is via these interpersonal exchanges that a significant link is cre-
ated. The October 2021 launch of the Yunus Emre Institute in Abuja marked an 
important milestone in this journey. President Erdoğan’s wife, Emine Erdoğan, 
greeted the event with pride, stressing the institute as a crucial link between 
Nigeria and Türkiye. More than simply a structure, this new cultural center 
represents the rich exchanges and improved understanding that Nigeria and 
Türkiye are fostering.68 This project is an obvious manifestation of Türkiye’s 
larger strategy to increase its authority throughout Africa, which is consistent 
with its soft power and strategic aims. 

Türkiye has exhibited its sincere desire to fortify its relations with African 
countries by expanding the number of its embassies and Turkish Airlines 
routes across the continent, as well as by founding the Yunus Emre Institute 
in Nigeria, the continent’s most populous nation. Through cultural and diplo-
matic initiatives, Türkiye has demonstrated its ability to leverage soft power to 
forge lasting partnerships and expand its influence throughout the continent. 
Türkiye’s emphasis on globalizing the Turkish language has gained impetus, 
propelled by the attraction of Turkish television shows and calculated public 
diplomacy. The Yunus Emre Institute is Türkiye’s principal project in this do-
main, committed to promoting the Turkish language and culture on a global 
scale. The institute is essential to the academic journeys of African students 
who are increasingly enrolling in Turkish universities. It also provides Turkish 
language courses to a broad audience, which includes Nigerian housewives 
and children, promoting greater cultural engagement and appreciation.69

Cultural diplomacy presents immense opportunities for the two countries. It 
enhances the soft power of Türkiye not just in Nigeria but in the continent, 
allowing its ties to explore different domains, while giving Ankara a possi-
ble edge over other powers, like China and the U.S. For, Nigeria, the country 
will benefit from educational opportunities, and enhance diplomatic and eco-
nomic partnerships with Ankara. However cultural diplomacy is accompanied 
by threats ranging from resistance, geopolitical rivalries, and resource fatigue 
for Türkiye while Nigeria could risk the slippage into cultural dependency and 
overreliance on external education. Both Ankara and Abuja need to manage 
these factors successfully in a way that remains mutually beneficial.

Implications of Nigerian-Turkish Relations

Türkiye has rapidly realigned its foreign policy toward Africa with a multifac-
eted strategy combining humanitarian aid, security cooperation, and infra-
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structure development. This strategic shift reflects 
Türkiye’s overarching goal of expanding its interna-
tional influence, focusing especially on Nigeria due 
to its critical geopolitical and economic significance. 
Türkiye’s involvement in Nigeria highlights both its 
far-reaching ambitions and the challenges it faces, 
notably competing with global powers like China 
and France for influence on the continent.

Türkiye’s approach integrates humanitarian relief 
with security efforts, spurred by the continent’s esca-
lating instability.70 Acts of benevolence led by orga-
nizations like TİKA and the Turkish Red Crescent, 
such as aid for communities in Nigeria affected by 
Boko Haram, aim to alleviate suffering while strengthening bilateral bonds.71 
Complementing these humanitarian initiatives, Türkiye’s security assistance, 
including training and military equipment to counter-terrorism, aligns with 
its broader ambition of establishing itself as a key security ally in Africa, as 
exemplified through its involvement in Somalia.72 Balancing these dual tracks 
is pivotal for achieving lasting outcomes.

Developing infrastructure, a core component of Türkiye’s Africa strategy since 
1998, underscores its pledge to equitable partnerships. Türkiye’s infrastructure 
initiatives in Nigeria contrast with China’s debt-heavy model and France’s con-
tested neo-colonial practices, positioning Türkiye as a development ally offer-
ing a more stable alternative.73 This emphasis aligns with Türkiye’s narrative of 
mutual benefit and long-term cooperation.

Soft power, through cultural diplomacy and academic exchanges, further 
strengthens Türkiye’s ties across Africa. Programs by institutions like the 
Yunus Emre Institute and the Turkish Maarif Foundation promote cultural 
connections and educational opportunities, reflecting Türkiye’s historical links 
to the continent.74 However, Türkiye must handle potential political sensitiv-
ities, particularly regarding associations with FETÖ, which could impact the 
potency of these initiatives.75

Türkiye’s strategic involvement in Africa contrasts with China’s dominance in 
trade and infrastructure building, often criticized for fostering debt depen-
dence, and France’s contested neo-colonial influence.76 Türkiye presents itself as 
an impartial, mutually beneficial partner, but its competitive edge is constrained 
by its financial resources relative to China and its influence compared to France. 

In summary, Türkiye’s burgeoning impact on Nigeria, and Africa in general, 
underscores its potential to reshape the continent’s international alliances 
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through a balanced strategy integrat-
ing humanitarian aid, security coop-
eration, infrastructure development, 
and soft power. Nigeria’s partnership 
with Türkiye must navigate global 
power dynamics to ensure it contrib-
utes to sustainable growth and auton-
omy. This evolving dynamic reflects 

the more extensive shift in global influence, with non-Western actors like Tür-
kiye increasingly shaping Africa’s future. 

Conclusion

The bilateral relationship between Nigeria and Türkiye exemplifies how stra-
tegic alliances can foster growth and development for both nations. Over the 
decades, this partnership has evolved from historical trading ties into a multi-
faceted collaboration that encompasses economic, defense, and socio-cultural 
dimensions. The breadth and depth of this relationship continue to expand, 
reflecting the shifting needs and aspirations of both countries.

In particular, economic cooperation remains a cornerstone of Nigeria-Türkiye 
relations, with substantial trade volumes and Turkish investment playing a key 
role in Nigeria’s development. Opportunities lie in diversifying trade beyond 
oil, tapping into Nigeria’s vast market potential, and utilizing Türkiye’s indus-
trial capabilities. Moreover, Nigeria’s memberships in ECOWAS and AfCFTA 
present avenues for expanding market access for Turkish products. However, 
challenges persist, including trade imbalances that favor Türkiye, Nigeria’s 
overreliance on oil exports, and competition from other global powers invest-
ing in Nigeria’s economy.

Similarly, the defense alliance has bolstered Nigeria’s security capabilities 
through technology transfer, training, and counter-terrorism support from 
Türkiye. Enhanced cooperation in maritime security and joint defense indus-
try initiatives further strengthens this partnership. Nevertheless, Nigeria must 
carefully manage the risks of overdependence on Turkish military technology 
and balance its defense relations with Türkiye against existing alliances with 
Western powers. Additionally, Türkiye’s expanding influence in West Africa 
introduces potential geopolitical complications.

Furthermore, humanitarian aid projects and educational exchanges between 
Nigeria and Türkiye are creating prospects for future collaboration and deep-
ening sociocultural ties. Increased people-to-people connections through cul-
tural programs and healthcare partnerships contribute to the soft power influ-

Nigeria and Türkiye’s growing 
collaboration illustrates how 
strategic partnerships can 
drive mutual prosperity and 
regional stability
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ence of both nations. However, challenges remain, particularly in navigating 
religious sensitivities in Nigeria, addressing the legacy of Turkish institutions 
linked to FETÖ, and ensuring the equitable distribution of humanitarian aid.

In essence, Nigeria and Türkiye’s growing collaboration illustrates how stra-
tegic partnerships can drive mutual prosperity and regional stability. The re-
lationship’s success will depend on both nations’ ability to address existing 
challenges, particularly in rectifying trade disparities, ensuring effective tech-
nology transfer in defense collaboration, and managing geopolitical rivalries. 
As long as both nations continue to harness their unique strengths and adapt 
to shifting global conditions, the potential for further growth in Nigeria-Tür-
kiye ties remains substantial.

For Nigeria, this partnership presents an opportunity to diversify its interna-
tional relations, enhance its defense capabilities, and tap into Turkish exper-
tise and investment to advance its development goals. However, Nigeria must 
strategically leverage this alliance to strengthen its autonomy and avoid new 
dependencies. For Türkiye, Nigeria serves as a critical element in its broader 
Africa strategy, offering economic opportunities and strategic depth. Yet, Tür-
kiye must navigate the complexities of West African geopolitics while balanc-
ing its ambitions with those of other global and regional powers.

Ultimately, the Nigeria-Türkiye partnership is a promising model for South-
South cooperation. By expanding collaboration in economic diversification, 
defense, and cultural exchanges, and by addressing shared challenges, both 
nations can fortify their strategic relations and contribute to regional and in-
ternational stability. The future of this relationship hinges on the capacity of 
both countries to uphold their commitment to common goals and adapt to an 
increasingly multipolar world. 
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