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Populist movements in various 
countries, including India, the 
United States, Türkiye, Spain, and 
Brazil, mark a new direction in 
studying political science and de-
mocracy. One common character-
istic of populism is the people’s op-
position to the democratic system 
and practices, which tend to be es-
tablished and benefit the political elite. An in-
teresting question to discuss, in this context, 
is why populist movements are important for 
democracy. In the book entitled The Political 
Outsider: Indian Democracy and the Lineages 
of Populism, Srirupa Roy discusses and pro-
vides answers to this problem, especially re-
garding populism in India. Srirupa Roy is a 
professor of political science from India at the 
University of Göttingen. Roy argues that In-
dia is a country that is close to the practice of 
protest and opposition against the establish-
ment of the political elite. 

In this book, Roy not only reviews the classic 
issues about the populist movement but also 
makes an academic statement that was previ-
ously not explained in detail and completely. 
Roy argues that populism is also another form 
of electoral ideology or movement. How could 
it not be? Populism, supported by the power 
of the media, seems to have succeeded in cre-
ating hoaxes and false narratives to manipu-
late opinions, even the political choices of the 
people, from those who were initially against 
populism to those supporting populist parties.

Roy begins his explanation of pop-
ulism in India with the emergence 
of popular resistance against the 
state, which occurred en masse and 
on a large scale since the country 
gained independence from colo-
nialism. At this point, Roy uses the 
terms reform and democratization 
to highlight the emergence of cura-

tive democracy to restore democracy after the 
colonial era. However, in several cases, Roy 
found the practice of intervention against cu-
rative institutions carried out systematically 
by political elites, complete with the support 
of several of their alliance groups. Thus, this 
book emphasizes the role of political outsid-
ers, such as religious leaders, intellectuals, 
and community leaders, who are considered 
to have nothing to do with electoral politi-
cal intrigue. Populism and its movements in 
India, explained by Srirupa Roy chronologi-
cally. In this book, Roy divides the topic into 
four key chapters. In the first chapter on new 
politics, Roy argues that the discourse of new 
politics, which focuses on anti-establishment, 
has become a political movement, which is 
typical in the dynamics of politics in India. 

The second chapter of this book reviews trans-
formational media. In this chapter, Roy ex-
plains how the media and its actors can worsen 
the quality of democracy in India. Now, Roy 
said, the news industry has changed its orien-
tation to become like a traded good, like other 
commodities, which are sold and bought com-
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petitively. The impact is that the news media 
is no longer oriented towards objectivity and 
facts that occur in society. Far different from 
the liberalized media, Roy believes that the 
media has an important role in recording facts 
in a balanced, neutral, and objective manner, 
of course, by setting aside partisanship to-
wards the interests of certain groups. Accord-
ing to Roy, this is so because the presence of 
the media is an alternative way to have an im-
pact on social and political change.

In the third chapter, Roy describes the long 
emergency. In this section, Roy highlights the 
protests and criticisms of the Indian people 
towards the government about the problems 
and sufferings they have experienced for ap-
proximately 21 months, namely the state of 
emergency in India. This is related to the as-
sumption that the state of emergency is also 
seen as a temporary state, even though it has 
deviated far from the orbit of politics and de-
mocracy in India. In this section, Roy admits 
that the state of emergency that occurred was 
not easy to prove because no key witnesses 
were found who could explain how the state 
of emergency was not followed by a sudden 
change of regime.

The fourth chapter describes outsider agency. 
In this book, Roy mentions that the discussion 
of outsider agency is the same as in the pre-
vious chapter because both produce deviant 
practices in the study of politics and democ-
racy in India. Instead of restoring democracy, 
politicians in India tend to continue corrupt 
political practices, resulting in many bureau-
crats who are not sincere in serving the com-
munity. Finally, this book contains a review of 
Crooked Line, which Roy also uses in provid-
ing a conclusion. As a replacement chapter for 
the conclusion, this section tries to reflect on 
why outsider agency and curative democracy 
should be discussed in as much detail as pos-

sible. Basically, the concept and practice of 
curative democracy explain two important 
things. First, this concept provides hope for a 
reformist political struggle and a special space 
for political improvement and change. Mean-
while, the next point illustrates that this con-
cept provides legitimacy and political validity 
to outsider agencies as the main agents in the 
political democratization project.

One of the shortcomings of this book is that 
it tends to use academic manuscripts as the 
main source. The author seems to ignore 
sources such as interview documents, focus 
group discussions, and formal and non-for-
mal letters, which often contain important 
information. This is because it takes more en-
ergy and effort to obtain important data about 
politics and democracy, which comes from 
correspondence that often occurs among po-
litical elites and may even occur in the concept 
of outsider agencies. As a result, several points 
are not explained in this book. Among them, 
what needs to be explained relates to integrat-
ing and aggregating all the people’s interests, 
which generally originate from problems of 
unrest felt by the community. This is why, 
what happens in political practice tends to say 
that political elites and outsider agencies seem 
to be fighting for improvements to the demo-
cratic and political system. This explanation is 
necessary and important to provide complete 
points related to democratization in India. 

Nevertheless, this book has contributed to the 
process of political and democratic history, 
including studies on the concept of popu-
lism in India. The book’s strength lies in its 
systematic and in-depth explanations of each 
chapter, shaped by the author’s extensive ex-
perience in teaching and researching political 
science. Firstly, the book contains a variety 
of important terms and a collection of refer-
ences from old to new. Secondly, each chapter 
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contains key points and academic citations 
to attract the reader’s attention. Thirdly, the 
authors are meticulous in their presentation, 
demonstrating that the publication is well-
packaged to enhance the reader’s understand-
ing. The book is well presented in the most 
appropriate language for the discipline of 

political science. Indian intellectuals should 
not miss the legacy of democratic thinking 
in resolving various social, political, legal, re-
ligious, customary, and historical problems. 
Srirupa Roy does so chronologically to high-
light the populism that seems to be growing 
in the democratic system in India.
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The book Struggles for Rights, Justice, 
and Democracy in Paraguay and So-
cial Movements delves into the heart 
of social movements in Paraguay, 
providing a thorough exploration 
across twelve chapters. Each chapter 
presents insights into the historical 
and current struggles for rights, jus-
tice, and democracy. The book dis-
cusses the roles played by various groups such 
as peasants, indigenous communities, and 
women in shaping Paraguay’s socio-political 
landscape. Understanding these intricacies 
is crucial for gaining insights into the social 
dynamics. The editors argue that examining 
both regional-level movements is essential to 
appreciate each region’s distinct discourses, 
traditions and cultures. Therefore, this book 
contributes to the discourse surrounding so-
cial movements in Paraguay as a case study. 
The book encourages readers to engage with 
Paraguay’s protest culture and enhances inter-
national awareness.

The editors position their discussion within 
academic conversations on social movements 

and democratization processes in 
Latin America. Chapter 2 offers a 
comprehensive historical overview, 
highlighting how past events like the 
Triple Alliance War and the Stroess-
ner dictatorship have influenced 
the evolution of social movements. 
These movements are closely linked 
to progress in democratization and 

social equality following the end of the Stroess-
ner regime. The book explores these move-
ments’ impacts on Paraguay’s socio-fabric. 

In social movement studies, numerous theo-
ries exist today: Resource mobilization, politi-
cal process, collective behavior, or frame the-
ory. Examining country and region-specific 
situations through these lenses adds academic 
depth by testing and applying these theories. 
A theoretical framework is lacking despite 
discussing some of these theories in the book. 
The chapters are filled with details; however 
it often lacks thorough examination within a 
solid theoretical context. This gap is notably 
evident in the chapter focusing on the labor 
movement. Nevertheless, the book effectively 
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