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Turkey’s European Future: Behind the Scenes of America’s 
Influence on EU-Turkey Relations

Turkey’s European Future tack-
les the question of how the United 
States (US) has influenced relations 
between the European Union (EU) 
and Turkey, and especially the deci-
sions of the EU on Turkey. Except 
for a few notable scholarly articles, 
US-EU-Turkey relations have not 
been investigated in depth. In this 
well-written and well-organized book, Tocci 
addresses this gap in the literature by thor-
oughly examining in what ways, mechanisms, 
and in which direction the United States has 
had an impact on the decisions of the EU re-
garding Turkey. The book focuses mostly on 
the 1990s and 2000s, however the main find-
ings provide considerable insight for the ear-
lier periods, as well as for the future. 

In three ways, Tocci’s research warrants spe-
cial praise. First, she does not treat the EU 
and the United States as monolithic entities, 
but unpacks them and examines the actors 
that have different views on Turkey, their 
interests, and potential influence on Turk-
ish-EU relations. In chapter 2, she identifies 
American stakeholders as state actors, such 
as the Department of State, the Department 
of Defense and Congress, and various busi-
ness groups, think tanks, and lobbies. Except 
for Congress at certain intervals and some of 
the non-governmental organizations, most of 
the actors in the US view Turkey and Turk-
ish-EU relations from a geostrategic perspec-
tive, resulting in the use of metaphors such as 

Turkey as a buffer, bridge, model or 
independent country. This geostra-
tegic emphasis, however, strikes a 
chord only in a limited number of 
European actors. As Tocci shows in 
chapter 3, the European stakehold-
ers have different areas of concern, 
which are reflected in more diversi-
fied debates on Turkey than in the 

US. This same chapter tackles Turkish mem-
bership to the EU, a multifaceted issue. Here, 
Tocci summarizes how various institutions of 
the EU and member states, as well as political 
parties, businesses, NGOs, media, churches, 
and various diaspora communities posi-
tion themselves on the question of Turkish 
membership. Only a limited number of Eu-
ropean state institutions and civil society ac-
tors concentrate on geostrategic and foreign 
policy facets of Turkish-EU relations. Fur-
thermore, only those actors upon which the 
US has direct influence look at the relation-
ship through that lens. Indeed, looking at the 
direct influence of the US via EU actors that 
have overlapping interests with the American 
stakeholders might give the impression that 
the US has a limited effect on EU perceptions 
regarding Turkey. 

However, the second characteristic of Tocci’s 
analysis is her efforts to investigate not only 
the direct mechanisms, but also the indirect 
effects of the US on Turkey-EU relations. 
This approach must be applauded. Thus, in 
chapter 5, Tocci examines the role of Turkish-
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American relations on Turkey-EU relations. 
An important finding is how Turkey’s adop-
tion of the originally American “bridge” or 
“model” metaphors backfired. Tocci demon-
strates that among European circles Turkey is 
perceived as an Islamic country; different in 
its culture and politics than the EU members. 
Moreover, when Turkey defines itself as a link 
between the East and West and as an example 
for the Middle East, this gives the impression 
that Turkey is expecting special treatment 
from the EU because of its geostrategic signif-
icance. As Tocci shows in Chapter 6, Ameri-
can foreign policy in Turkey’s neighborhood 
in general and especially in the Middle East 
has damaged Turkish membership efforts. 
Among European actors, who prioritize en-
ergy concerns, American foreign policy in 
the post-communist space in the 2000s and 
positioning Turkey as an energy bridge rein-
forced Turkey as an asset for the EU. This pos-
itive impact of the US, however, was limited 
to only a few Turkey-backers in the EU and 
combined with the negative side effects of US 
policy in the southern neighborhood of Tur-
key, it is clear that American influence in the 
region overall did more damage than good to 
perceptions of Turkey in Europe. 

It is the third finding of Turkey’s European 
Future that is perhaps the most interesting. 
Tocci does not automatically assume that the 
US would only have a positive impact on Tur-
key-EU relations, but in a commendable en-
deavor examines the negative influence of the 
US as well. Tocci concludes that “…American 
influence is not clear-cut. It is neither always 
present/absent nor always positive/negative” 
(p.161). But, it is clear from her account that 
since the 2000s, the American impact on EU-
Turkey relations has been unintentionally 
more harmful than it was in the 1990s. The 
only positive influence in the last decade was 
the push the US gave to Turkish reforms on 

the Kurdish issue, the Cyprus peace process, 
and the Armenian normalization. However, 
in the Cyprus conflict, the decision of the 
Turkish government to support the Annan 
plan was also due to the eventual member-
ship of Cyprus to the EU and the stalemate 
this would bring after 2004. Even though the 
US might have had more direct influence over 
commencing the Turkish-Armenian dia-
logue, it is undeniable that the “implicit lever” 
of the US (that is “the pending House votes 
on the recognition of the Armenian geno-
cide” (p. 123)), has also been an important le-
verage in the hands of European actors, most 
notably in France. On the flip side to the US’ 
policy positions towards Turkey and its im-
pact on the EU’s positions on Turkish issues, 
although the US has supported Turkey’s ef-
forts in finding solutions to its problems with 
the Kurdish population living in Turkey and 
in neighboring countries, without domestic 
and EU incentives, American efforts would 
not have been enough. Besides, in all three 
issues, as Tocci argues, conflicts have not yet 
been resolved in a way that would consider-
ably boost Turkish-EU relations. Thus, the 
positive impact of the US on the Kurdish, 
Cyprus, and Armenian issues is questionable 
and when the 2000s are considered altogeth-
er, it becomes certain that the negative impact 
of the US has increased. 

Although this thought-provoking finding 
that the US inadvertently did more harm 
than good in Turkey-EU relations in the last 
decade could have been highlighted more in 
the conclusion of the book, Turkey’s European 
Future is an admirable attempt in analyzing 
a rather complex issue. With her intensive 
use of personal interviews and conversa-
tions with American and European special-
ists, Tocci authored an innovative book that 
could become an indispensable source for 
those who are interested in understanding 
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the US-EU Turkey triangle. The entire book, 
but especially the third chapter that identifies 
European actors with different perceptions 
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The Emergence of Modern Istanbul: Transformation and 
Modernisation of a City

In Istanbul, architectural ideas on 
how to transform Taksim Square 
can get you killed. A case in point 
would be the recent police violence 
over Gezi Park in Taksim, which 
began as a public protest against 
the undemocratic planning of the 
prime minister’s “delirious projects” 
for Istanbul. Sadly and ironically, 
the first democratically elected prime min-
ister in Turkey’s history, Adnan Menderes, 
was the target of violence about half a century 
ago, when he was sentenced to death partially 
based on the charges against his urban proj-
ects in Istanbul. Murat Gül’s book The Emer-
gence of Modern Istanbul: Transformation 
and Modernisation of a City effectively tells a 
150-years long story of urban transformation 
that culminated in the Menderes’ execution. 
While the author devotes his most detailed 
last chapter, one of his major scholarly con-
tributions and conclusion to the Menderes 
years, he also provides a much needed and 
useful synthesis of scholarly works that de-
scribe Istanbul’s dramatic transformation 
during the late Ottoman, early Republican, 
and postwar Democrat Party (Menderes) pe-
riods. “Mid-nineteenth century Istanbul was 
chaotic, overcrowded, poorly sewered, badly 
administered, prone to catastrophic fires and 

plagued with ineffective transpor-
tation systems. A century later the 
city was a metropolis with large 
avenues, postwar modernist archi-
tecture and city blocks which had 
swept away much of its traditional 
nineteenth century street pattern 
and altered its urban form.” (p.1)

A clear periodization guides the chapter 
structure. The book moves the reader from 
the first “cracks” in classical Ottoman Istanbul 
during the late eighteenth-early nineteenth 
centuries; to the years of Mahmut II; to the 
ambitious modernization projects of Abdul-
hamid II; to the establishment of the Turk-
ish Republic in 1923, and the French plan-
ner Henri Prost’s influential projects between 
1933 and 1950; and finally to the rise and fall 
of the Democrat Party that the author divides 
into two periods, the early unobtrusive pe-
riod and the late interventionist years under 
Menderes’s heavy-handed guidance until 
1960. The chapters on Prost and Menderes are 
by far the most detailed, as these are the two 
individuals who shaped the most influential 
projects and the dramatic transformations of 
modern Istanbul during the first half of the 
twentieth century. Nonetheless, the author 
leaves no chronological gaps and reserves 

on Turkey, balances detail with compactness 
and as such can be easily assigned to under-
graduate students.


