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and an asset is testimony to the enhanced 
role of the Kurds in the international rela-
tions of the Middle East. Charountaki also 
illustrates that these five phases correspond 
to five changes in US foreign policy since 
World War II. 

In doing so, Charountaki examines this 
intricate web of interdependency through 
two models. The first, demonstrating the 
complex relationships amongst the Kurds 
themselves on the one hand, and between 
regional powers and the US and the Kurds 
on the other. In the second, she uses a pivot 
diagram to demonstrate the Kurdish role in 
international relations through the position 
of the Kurdish Issue in inter-regional inter-
actions and the role it plays between the lat-
ter and an external power like the US. 

The book complicates its opening ques-
tion on whether “the Kurds have influenced 
foreign policy,” as it distracts attention from 
the main thesis and subsequently does not 
deliver. The author rightly highlights the 
influence Kurds have had on the interna-
tional relations of the Middle East, though 
it maybe an overstatement to propose that 
the Kurds have influenced US foreign poli-
cy. A more accurate assertion would be the 
role Kurds have played in advancing US 
policy through the changes of US strategy. 

There is a lack of great depth with regard to 
US relations with the Kurds of Turkey, Iran, 
and Syria because her sources are scarce 
and somewhat elusive, as she has had to 
take a wide range of diverse material under 
consideration. Charountaki convincingly 
shows that International Relations theories 
are not sufficiently comprehensive and do 
not reflect the evolving nature of interna-
tional affairs. However, she does not suc-
cessfully establish a theoretical framework 
from which to examine the relations be-
tween state and non-state actors. There is 
also some confusion between George Bush 
senior and junior as well as in some of the 
dates provided. 

Nevertheless, this work is an extensive-
ly researched and well written monograph, 
the author has made tremendous use of 
governmental archives and interviews. 
This is a remarkably useful book on a sub-
ject that demands attention. It fills a major 
gap in scholarship and is a necessary read 
for Middle East studies’ students, especial-
ly those dedicated to Kurdish studies. For 
students and scholars of US foreign policy 
it also provides fascinating insight into the 
consistency of US interests in the region. 

Mohammed Shareef, Durham University

This is not just another book criticizing 
Turkey for its well-known Kurdish prob-
lem. Rather it is an ably crafted analysis 
full of useful insights regarding the Kurds 
within the context of Turkish politics. Its 

main contribution is a very insightful anal-
ysis of the “politicizing [of] the Kurdish 
question in Europe by encouraging the for-
mation of Kurdish special interest groups 
and intensifying political lobbying efforts” 
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(p. 184). “Germany is at the epicenter of 
this transnational web because the ma-
jority of politically engaged ethnic Kurds 
reside there” (p. 181). The Netherlands, 
Belgium, France, the United Kingdom, 
Austria, and Denmark, among others, also 
serve as homes for these “Euro-Kurds” (p. 
173). “The PKK [Kurdistan Workers Party] 
has created a broadly supportive and le-
gitimized network of legal experts, human 
rights activists, and environmental special-
ists, along with connections to scholars, 
media professionals, and technologically 
skilled members of the Kurdish diaspora” 
(p. 20). The phrase “dual strategy” in the 
book’s subtitle refers to “the transforma-
tion of the PKK from an organization that 
predominantly pursued a guerrilla strat-
egy in Turkey [and still does] to one that 
established parallel political structures in 
Europe” (p. 4). 

Important Kurdish-supportive orga-
nizations in Europe include YEK-KOM, 
“the umbrella organization that manages 
the tightly structured Kurdish political and 
cultural clubs across Germany” (p. 169); 
KON-KURD, “a Confederation of Kurd-
ish Associations in Europe” (p. 186); the 
KHRP (Kurdish Human Rights Project), 
which “in London … focuses on fact-
finding missions and the dissemination of 
information to human rights groups” (pp. 
98-99); and the EUTCC (EU Turkey Civic 
Commission), “which was established … 
[for] formalizing and legitimizing interac-
tions between MEPs, Kurdish civil society 
organizations in Europe and Turkey, and 
international academics” (p. 187), and with 
the ultimate goal of achieving a democrat-
ic Turkey’s EU accession as a way to help 
solve its Kurdish problem. The author also 
presents a detailed analysis of the popular, 
young ethnic Kurdish rapper “Azad.” His 
band “called themselves ‘Warheit,’ a clever 

play on the German word Wahrheit, or 
truth. By eliminating one letter, the band 
invented the term ‘wardom’ or ‘state of war,’ 
but also implied that their cause was justi-
fied and truthful” (p. 175). 

Cem Ozdemir and Feleknas Uca are re-
spectively an ethnic Turk and ethnic Kurd, 
who have been elected to the EU parliament 
where they were able to promote the Kurd-
ish cause. Ozdemir “proceeded to encour-
age Turkish society to pursue a political 
solution to the Kurdish conflict, and then 
described the Turkish military’s approach 
to the southeastern provinces as highly 
ineffective and even counterproductive” 
(p. 185). Sivan Perwer, the famous Kurd-
ish dengbej (Kurdish for a bard and trou-
badour) “has lived in exile in Germany for 
40 years and … has been called the ‘Voice 
of Kurdistan’ by his political supporters” 
(p. 179). His “story-telling through music 
is considered extremely important among 
Kurdish activists who support preserving 
Kurdish culture and history” (p. 234-33). 

The author, Vera Eccarius-Kelly, was 
born in Germany and grew up in Dussel-
dorf, but now teaches comparative politics 
at Siena College in Loudonville, New York 
in the United States. Thus, she is in a rare 
but excellent position to analyze the im-
portant Kurdish political campaign in Eu-
rope for an English-speaking audience. In 
addition, her knowledge of revolutionary 
movements, particularly in Latin America, 
enable her to draw interesting and useful 
comparisons between the Kurds and situ-
ations in Columbia, Mexico, Peru, Paki-
stan, Spain and Ireland, among others. For 
example, “the PKK shared organizational 
similarities with the Peruvian Maoist orga-
nization Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path). 
… Both groups relied on the ideological 
inspiration of an omnipotent leader… . 
Both organizations appealed to ethnically 
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marginalized populations and relied on 
profoundly impoverished recruits to carry 
out their missions” (p. 111). 

On the other hand, “Latin American 
militaries have had a pattern of remain-
ing in power for extended periods, which 
stands in contrast to the conduct of the 
more professionalized Turkish military” 
(p. 132). In a pointed message to Turkey, 
Eccarius-Kelly points out how “Spain suc-
ceeded in undermining popular support 
for Terre Lluire (Free Land), a separatist 
organization in Catalonia, as well as the 
Catalan Red Liberation Army by reducing 
centralized state controls and employing 
policing strategies rather than relying on 
the military” (p. 70). The now banned pro-
Kurdish DTP in Turkey “modeled itself af-
ter Sinn Fein, the former political wing of 
the Irish Republican Army… . While the 
British government initially refused to rec-
ognize Sinn Fein as a bona fide representa-
tive because of its close links to the IRA, 
it eventually recognized the significant role 
Sinn Fein could play in moving the peace 
process forward” (p. 122). The new pro-
Kurdish BDP in Turkey currently could 
play the same role. 

The author correctly maintains that 
“the Kurdish question continues to emerge 
at the core of nearly all unresolved conflicts 
in Turkey” (p. 78), but space does not per-
mit further numerous examples of her ad-
ditional insights other than briefly to men-
tion her excellent analysis of “the Erdogan 
[AKP’s] government’s uninspired Kurdish 
initiative” (p. 166) in 2009. “While the AKP 
emphasized a reduction of the regional 
influence of the PKK by excluding and 
emasculating its leadership as illegitimate 
and irrelevant, the PKK sought to under-
mine this tactic and instead assert itself ” 
(p. 194). “The Kurdish Initiative became 
a mere monologue as the AKP attempted 

to identify limited concessions without in-
volving Kurdish representatives” (p. 197). 

Throughout her book the author refers 
to the PKK as the “Kurdish Workers Party” 
(for example, p. 2) when, of course, Kurd-
istan Workers Party is its correct name to 
emphasize that the party claims to repre-
sent all people who live in Kurdistan, not 
just the Kurds. The same problem occurs 
when she refers incorrectly to the Kurdis-
tan Regional Government (KRG) in north-
ern Iraq as the “Kurdish Regional Govern-
ment” (p. 153). With the brief exception 
in her list of “Terms and Abbreviations” 
(p. xii) and “Appendix D: Profiles of PKK 
Leaders” (pp. 211-12), the author also fails 
even to mention the existence of the KCK 
(Kurdistan Communities Union), which 
has become the umbrella organization 
bringing together the PKK and many of the 
other related Kurdish organizations. How-
ever, many Kurdish activists themselves 
continue to use the term PKK instead of 
KCK. 

This book is a balanced, jargon-free 
account that neither demonizes nor glori-
fies Turkey or the PKK, but rather proffers 
a valuable analysis of the often-successful 
Kurdish transnational civic web in Europe. 
The study concludes with four appendi-
ces regarding Kurdish population totals 
in various countries, two maps, a time-
line, and profiles of PKK leaders. It also is 
well documented, contains a bibliography, 
and a good index. It should be read by all 
those interested in the future of Turkey and 
its continuing Kurdish problem for its in-
sights into how the Kurds have begun suc-
cessfully to pursue a civic-political strategy 
while the PKK morphs into the vehicle for 
accomplishing this end. 

Michael M. Gunter 
Tennessee Technological University


