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edent for such recognition, as of the end 
of April 2011 some 75 countries out of 
the then 192 UN member states recog-
nize the former Serbian province. Char-
lotte Hille points out in another chapter, 
“In principle international law takes a 
neutral position towards secession, but 
practice shows that de facto states are 
mostly not recognized by other states if 
the metropolitan state does not approve 
of the secession. This is different if there 
are longstanding human rights violations 
or genocide against a people…” (p. 197). 
She also notes that “all parties manipu-
late international to their own advantage” 
as there are still binding UN Security 
Council resolutions for both Serbia’s and 
Georgia’s territorial integrity.

It seems that there are no easy solu-
tions to solving the ethnic conflicts of the 
Caucasus or in transforming the political 
culture of the region, but this collection 
of essays is good for thought and highly 
recommended by this reviewer for both 
scholars and the general public.

Michael B. Bishku
Augusta State University
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This first book in a new series from 
the Institute of Ismaili Studies includes 
a dozen essays on various aspects of the 
Islamic world, cutting across geographi-
cal and temporal lines, from a wide-range 
of scholars working in the UK, US, and 
Australia. The introduction to the vol-
ume, by its editor Amyn Sajoo, provides 
an original and broad overview of the 
major issues facing the study of the Mus-
lim world today, including the events and 
aftermath of September 11, globalization 
and the so-called “clash of civilizations” 
model, the foundations of Islam, modes 
of expression within Islamic civilization, 
the role of women and liberal thought in 
Islam, and the increasing importance of 

“networks” on the conceptualization of 
what constitutes the Muslim world.

 Reza Aslan’s chapter on “The Proph-
et’s City” is an unusual and fresh attempt 
to narrate the historical context from which 
the prophet Muhammad emerged and how 
the story of these origins established and 
helped to shape perennial debates in the 
following centuries. Like many of the oth-
er essays in this volume, Aslan does not 
include footnotes and writes in an easy, 
readable style which seamlessly links his-
torical description and scholarly analysis 
to specific issues such as the significance 
of Medina as a model for both democracy 
and militancy in contemporary Islamic 
thought, Muhammad’s model of leader-
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ship, issues of tribalism, gender equality, 
slavery, and the relationship among Mus-
lims, Jews, and Christians.

Aslan’s chapter is nicely complement-
ed by Abdullah Saeed’s essay on the 
Quran which provides a broad but con-
cise intro duction to the content and text 
of the Quran, its interpretation, and the 
place of the Quran in the framing of so-
cial and political issues throughout the 
history of Islam. Saeed gives brief defini-
tions of different types of Quran exege-
sis, including theological, legal, mysti-
cal, philosophical, modernist, scientific, 
and feminist before focusing on six major 
modern Quran interpreters: Fazlur Rah-
man, Amina Wadud, Mohamad Shah-
rour, Mohammed Arkoun, Khaled Abou 
el Fadl, and Abdolkarim Soroush.

The next four chapters are linked by 
common themes and attention to overlap-
ping theoretical issues such as gender, 
the inclusive nature of Islam, social soli-
darity, and the generation of authority in 
Islamic contexts. Amir Hussain’s chapter 
on “Islam in the Plural” allows for an im-
portant and well-reasoned corrective to 
many of the simplified monothetic views 
of Islam and Muslims. Hussain draws 
specifically on contemporary American 
historians of religion and moves from 
the origins of Islam to its contemporary 
manifestations. Bruce Lawrence’s chap-
ter on “Networks of Solidarity” moves 
forcefully among examples from diverse 
Islamic contexts including Ibn Battutah, 
Muslim traders in China, Ibn Khaldun, 
the Crusades, Ghazali, Senegal, al-
Qaeda, and the internet in Tunisia and 
Afghanistan. This varied and compel-
ling picture shows change throughout 
the history of Muslim societies and em-
phasizes the plurality of contemporary 

conceptions of how Muslim communities 
can be formed, defined and continue to 
evolve. Azizah Yahia al-Hibri’s chap-
ter on “Women and Social Change” and 
Shainool Jiwa’s chapter on “Inclusive 
Governance: A Fatimid Illustration” 
both use specific, carefully documented 
and analyzed cases to exemplify models 
of how Muslims have historically sought 
to define themselves in an inclusive but 
distinct fashion. Both of these authors ar-
gue that Muslims have available a wide 
array of examples upon which to build 
and foster an even more expansive and 
pluralistic vision of Islam.

Chapters 8-12 each focus on more de-
fined aspects of Muslim society that both 
distinguish Islamic characteristics and il-
lustrate the enmeshed nature of Muslims 
in the larger global civilizations in which 
they lived and to which they contributed. 
Hasan-Uddin Khan’s chapter on “The 
Art and Architecture of the Mosque” 
includes basic information on the archi-
tectural features of mosques, their usage, 
and the close connection between mosque 
design and the cultural settings in which 
they were constructed and used. Amira 
K. Bennison’s chapter on “The Umma 
in the City” fits well with Khan’s chapter 
on the mosque. Bennison helps to define 
what makes an “Islamic” city and focuses 
on a number of prominent and significant 
examples such as Cordoba, Marrakesh, 
Cairo, Isfahan, and Delhi.

Anil Khamis’s chapter on “Cultures 
of Learning” offers a fresh approach to 
the various definitions and historical ef-
fects of the different Muslim conceptions 
of knowledge, its transmission, and its 
close relationship to forming social iden-
tity, especially across larger regional 
and trans-regional communities. Khamis 
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grounds statistics from the contemporary 
Muslim world in more classical ideals of 
education typified by the Quran, Jahiz, 
and the medieval madrasah system. Ra-
ficq Abdulla’s chapter on “A Conference 
of Bards: Rumi to Adonis” is an excel-
lent and original introduction not only to 
Arabic and Muslim literature but to the 
Islamic notion of voice and ear, and to 
the abiding influence of certain cultural 
models on poetry. The final chapter by 
Gary R. Bunt on “The Digital Umma” 
brings many of the earlier themes and 
issues in the volume into contemporary 
focus. Bunt’s chapter stresses not only 
how the internet and other digital envi-
ronments allow the non-digital models 
of early times to flourish, but also how 

new communications technology has led 
to striking changes in how Muslims con-
tinue to imagine themselves as a diverse 
by unified community.

All of the chapters provide helpful lists 
of suggestions for further readings, and 
overall the writing styles of the volume 
should be accessible to a large audience 
including scholars, policy makers, and 
educated lay people. This is a book that 
might be best recommended for someone 
who is interested in learning more about 
Islam without recourse to what would oth-
erwise be a large pile of more specialized 
scholarship.

Brannon Wheeler
United States Naval Academy

This is a well documented book focus-
ing on the Omani Ibadhi religious elite and 
their role in the socio-cultural, historical 
and political development of the north-
western Indian Ocean basin between the 
period around the partition of Africa and 
the Second World War. The book is com-
posed of seven chapters, plus 23 pages of 
references and notes to sources, and 19 
pages of bibliography that help the reader 
map out the contours of the discussion 
and aid scholars interested in pursuing the 
same line of research.

The book narrates the history of the 
region written, as it were, with the mon-
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soon winds that for many centuries have 
been propelling the dhows to and from 
the western Indian Ocean basin and the 
Arabian Peninsula. This facilitated the 
circulation not only of goods but also of 
people and ideas. It was in this context 
that Oman and Zanzibar cultivated social 
and cultural bonds as well as intermar-
riages. The book clearly indicates that 
“the advent of Omani rule in the region 
and the movement of the Capital of the 
Empire from Muscat to Zanzibar in 1832 
made the two domains of the Albusaidi 
dynasty become sides of the same coin, 
forging a complex relationship that makes 


