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itleads him to argue that “a serious scientist
[is the one that] analyzes the adventure of
Turkish society as a subject of which he/she
is not a part” (174). When we compare this
argument to Michel Foucault’s assertion of
the ‘impossibility to speak on our own ar-
chive] at first sight Kogak appears to be go-
ing too far. For Foucault, “it is not possible
for us to describe our own archive, since it
is from within these rules that we speak,
since it is that which gives to what we can
say”.? In short, “archives remain unthought
at the time they are operant”’ The natural
result of this argument is that “the descrip-
tion of the archive deploys its possibilities
on the basis of the very discourses that have
just ceased to ours.”*

Then, are we going to sink into a deep
silence about our own archive? Of course,
not! For Foucault, when one is dealing with
the time of which an author is not a part,
one has only to describe it. When it comes
to the time when the author is part of, how-
ever, “the problem is to free oneself from it
In other words, “when it is a matter of de-
termining the system of discourse on which
we are still living, when we have to question
the words that are still echoing in our ears,
which become confused with those we are
trying to formulate, the archaeologist, like
the Nietzschean philosopher, is forced to
take a hammer on it” The history of the
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present is just made possible by “presenting
a critique of our time*

Of course, Kocak is one of those who
are very critical of the near past of Turkey.
think his concern to be scientific and objec-
tive must be understood as a critical stance
on the near past. “Who is critical and a
historian?” is the main question of Kogak
and it travels over his all writings (425).
In a country where there is a “literature of
praise” which everyone takes for granted
(174), Kogak undertakes to criticize and un-
dermine this literature of praise by shedding
light on hidden/forgotten/distorted things.

Ali Balcy, University of Sakarya
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Shadid and van Koningsveld are at it
again, this time with a full-length compara-

tive treatment of Islam in two countries, the
Netherlands and Belgium. For both authors
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this is well-travelled territory. On numer-
ous occasions during the past 30 years, they
have collaborated on comprehensive stud-
ies involving Muslims living in the West, as
well as occasionally on other religious and
cultural minorities. Their expertise is par-
ticularly known as it concerns the institu-
tionalization of Islam in Western European
society, and several of their previous works
have examined the topics covered in the
present volume.

Belgium and the Netherlands share
much in common: both are small, parlia-
mentary states that play a central role in
European Union politics. Both countries
are host to similar immigrant populations,
with strikingly parallel immigration histo-
ries (chiefly to fill vacancies in heavy manu-
facturing and mining during the 1960s and
early 1970s); both have made a number of
“accommodations” to their large Muslim
populations (e.g., in terms of support for
building mosques, training Muslim teach-
ers, and making provisions for Islamic buri-
al sites); and finally, following de-industri-
alization and several economic crises, both
countries have struggled to address the
escalating levels of unemployment, school
and housing segregation and social exclu-
sion by employing terms like “integration”
to shore up the widening chasm between
indigenous and non-indigenous groups.

Except for the fact that the northern half
of Belgium is Dutch-speaking (ignoring
for now the variety of dialects), thus link-
ing it further with its northern neighbor,
this is as far as the comparison goes. Bel-
gium’s internal government is vastly more
complex, with regional (Brussels, Wallonia
and Flanders) and communal (German,
Dutch and French) differences, with each
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level of government assigned to manage
different affairs. Meanwhile, governance in
the Netherlands is more centralized and its
dominant religious influence (except for its
southern most provinces) is Calvinist Prot-
estantism in contrast to Belgium’s Catholic
hegemony. The Netherlands also hosts more
than 40 Islamic primary schools, while Bel-
gium has seen only one established in the
past 20 years.

The book is divided into five sections
with eight chapters. In the first two chap-
ters Shadid and van Koningsveld discuss
the position of Islam in both Belgium and
the Netherlands, including the history of
immigration, the demographic differences
of settlement and ethnic concentration, as
well as the official recognition of Islam by
the respective governments. This section
also contains important summaries of the
different religious-political movements,
Islamic schools of law, and summaries of
various well-known Islamic sects such as
the Ismailis, Alevis and the Twelvers.

Section two focuses on the place of
mosques and imams, their legal support
and status, as well as a discussion of the
various Islamic organizations in both coun-
tries. In both chapters covered in this sec-
tion, considerable emphasis is placed on the
ethnically segregated mosques and Muslim
organizations. The major ethnic groups in-
clude Indonesian, Surinamese, Turkish and
Moroccan. The differences between the
Netherlands and Belgium are striking here,
with the Dutch model consisting of vari-
ous national councils, while in neighboring
Belgium there has been an officially recog-
nized head of the Muslim community since
1998 (not unlike that for the Jewish, East-
ern Orthodox or Protestant communities).
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Some of that controversial history, involv-
ing the selection and screening of eligible
candidates, is also provided.

Chapters five and six consist mainly of
the rudiments of Islamic belief and behav-
ior, including summaries of the five pil-
lars, debates over clothing and halal food,
and feast days. Nestled in between these
elements are several pages discussing the
increased attention that has been given to
political Islam in the past decade. Several
reports have emerged which suggest that
Islamic radicalism is on the rise, and that
young men are particularly susceptible to
recruitment by Islamist organization owing
to their pervasive experience with cultural
alienation and labor market discrimina-
tion: this lack of belonging, of not feeling
sufficiently a part of one’s society is wide-
spread in Europe among its (primarily
male) Muslim youth. While radicalism rep-
resents a tiny minority, this relatively new
concern for “integration” has spiked in the
aftermath of 9/11, but also several incidents
of “home grown” terrorism in Europe. In
the Dutch context, worries increased fol-
lowing the murder of Theo van Gogh and
death threats directed at Geert Wilders and
Ayaan Hirsi Ali.

Chapter seven provides detailed infor-
mation of family relations. The topics cov-
ered here range from (imported) marriage
and polygamy, child rearing and divorce,
to generation gaps between parents and
children, sexuality, adoption and family
planning. This section reflects some of the
internal contestation within Islam over cul-
ture, tradition and degrees of orthodoxy. As
their discussion suggests, there continues
to be considerable debate among ordinary
Muslims over what passes for “Islamic” and

what doesn’t, some of this complicated by
the fact that many imams continue to re-
ceive their training abroad and lack sensi-
tivity to, or prior experience in, the Europe-
an context. Different answers are yielded by
different contexts — both national and local
- and also by the different persons involved
in this debate.

Finally, chapter eight addresses educa-
tion. The differences in education law be-
tween the two countries are discussed, but
the biggest difference in terms of Islamic
instruction in schools between the two
countries — apart from the sheer number of
Dutch Islamic schools - is that Islamic in-
struction has been widely available in Bel-
gium in its public schools since shortly after
the official recognition of Islam in the mid
1970s. The availability of Islamic instruc-
tion has also been possible to some degree
in Catholic schools in which a majority of
students have a Muslim background, often
by focusing on stories that the Bible and
Koran share in common. Alternatively,
there is instructional emphasis on the re-
ligious plurality of the Belgian context.
These developments help to explain why
there have not been increased numbers of
Islamic schools in Belgium. Meanwhile, in
the Netherlands, given the constitutional
freedoms to establish schools based on a
specific pedagogical philosophy or reli-
gious worldview, founding Islamic schools
has been the preferred route taken. How-
ever, their numbers have leveled off since
the late 1990s, and a few schools have been
closed down. This book was likely in press
at the time that three schools were closed
in 2007, at least one of them involving fis-
cal mismanagement and a scandal over a
school “field trip” to Mecca.
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Given the comprehensiveness of this
book, criticisms are hard to come by. Yet
notwithstanding the thorough treatment of
their subject, readers familiar with the lit-
erature on Islam in either country will not
find much that is new here. A lot of research
from the 1980s and 1990s is repeated and
rehashed. Perhaps this is unavoidable for a
book whose aim it is to provide an histori-
cal overview of the Islamic presence in Bel-
gium and the Netherlands for close to 50
years. And, to be sure, much of the impor-
tant development occurred prior to 2000.
Yet the growing anxieties in Belgium and

the Netherlands about its large non-Chris-
tian minority, with outspoken proponents
of a more restricted immigration policy
in both countries (particularly emanating
from Vlaams Belang and the Partij voor de
Vrijheid), might have received more treat-
ment, and especially the role of the media.
Despite these omissions, this book will pro-
vide Dutch language users with a reliable
resource covering the essentials of Islam in
Belgium and the Netherlands.

Michael S. Merry,
University of Amsterdam
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“The Ties that Bind” is an edited com-
pilation of European and Canadian authors
discussing the issue of “Accommodating
Diversity” in Canada and the European
Union. The analysis employed is both nor-
mative and empirical. Certain chapters fo-
cus on the normative debate of the merits
of accommodating diversity from an ethi-
cal, philosophical, and moral point of view.
The empirical chapters analyze the causes,
consequences, and effectiveness of different
policies implemented to this end. Also, cer-
tain chapters provide comparative analysis
of multiple EU member states, while others
focus on one individual country, such as
Canada, Britain, and Spain.

The first six chapters (Part I) are con-
cerned with the “diagnostic of diversity;
while the last eight chapters (Part II) fo-
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cus on the “handling of diversity” The first
chapter by Bhikhu Parekh is a normative
reflection focusing on the diversity result-
ing from new immigrants, where he uses
examples from Britain to illustrate his ar-
guments. Compared to a specific “national”
identity (Turkish or Dutch), local/town
identities (New Yorker, Rotterdamer, etc.)
take root among immigrants much faster,
easier, and without causing much conflict
(p-46). Local/town identities are based on
the real, everyday life of immigrants and
natives alike, as opposed to the official con-
structions or imagined communities. The
transformation of the British flag from be-
ing a symbol of anti-immigrant xenophobes
to being a symbol carried proudly by im-
migrants to show that they are also part of
British society is an interesting experience
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