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ABSTRACT While communal violence has been an ongoing and unfor-
tunate reality for post-colonial and post-partition India, there’s no
sidestepping the fact that attacks and hate crime incidences against
the country’s Muslim minority by members of the Hindu majority
have occurred in greater frequency and ferocity in the years since
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, leader of the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), came to power in 2014 —on the back of a Hindu nation-
alist agenda, one in which anti-Muslim animus and discrimination
features in mainstream political discourse and government policy.
These realities have brought Muslims to the brink of genocide in
India and Kashmir.
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Introduction

arendra Modi was sworn in as
N India’s 14" Prime Minister on

May 26, 2014, after promis-
ing to revitalize the Indian economy
and implement the same kind of eco-
nomic policies that had transformed
his home state of Gujarat, where he
was Chief Minister from 2001 to 2014.

Largely overlooked by the main-
stream Indian media during the 2014
national election campaign, however,
was the role Modi played in inciting
the Gujarat Riots, which left upwards
of 2,000 people dead,' a majority of
whom were Muslim. The communal
violence began when Modi falsely ac-
cused Pakistani secret services of the
deaths of 58 Hindu pilgrims aboard
a train that caught fire in Godhra
station on February 27, 2002, after
returning from Ayodhya.? Over the
course of several bloody months,
1,679 homes, 1,965 shops, 21 ware-
houses, and 76 religious shrines were
destroyed, the great majority belong-
ing to Muslims.? Hindu ringlead-
ers even boasted of slitting open the
wombs of pregnant Muslim women
to murder unborn fetuses.*

More troubling still was the role
played by police officers, who re-
sponded to Modis ‘shoot-on-sight’
orders by shooting indiscriminately
into crowds of Muslim protesters,
with Modi later defending their ac-
tions by saying they had ‘mowed
down people’ to suppress the vio-
lence.’ A survivor provided Human
Rights Watch with the following
testimony:

We were able to handle the crowd
but when the police joined in then
we couldn’t stop them. Our spirit
was broken. They were shouting,
“Kill them, cut them, look for Mi-
yabhai [Muslim man]” The police
burned the houses with their own
hands. They also looted. Now every-
one is afraid of the police; they were
only firing on Muslims. They were
not firing for riot control.’

India’s mainstream media may have
turned a blind eye to Modi’s culpabili-
ty for the riots during the 2014 nation-
al elections, the United States govern-
ment did not, however, denying him a
visa to enter the United States in 2005
on religious-freedom grounds, stem-
ming from credible allegations he had
tacitly supported the Hindu extrem-
ists responsible for the bloodshed,”
and while the Indian Supreme Court
ultimately absolved the former Guja-
rat Chief Minister in 2012, it's worth
remembering that the same court de-
clared in 2003 that the riots took place
‘with the deliberate connivance and
support’ of Modi’s government.®

Not long after his inauguration as
Prime Minister, however, it became
evident that Modi’s neoliberal eco-
nomic policies were not producing
the results he and the BJP ruled the
government had hoped, with the In-
dian economy not only growing at
the slowest rate in decades and with
unemployment at an all-time high
but also with economists describing
the Modi economy a ‘shattered mess.”

To divert attention away from his
governments mismanagement of
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the economy, Modi and BJP leaders
turned towards increasingly hos-
tile rhetoric and policies against the
country’s 200 million Muslim citi-
zens, embracing Hindu majoritarian
and exclusivist politics to corral vot-
ers and hold power."

RSS would draw inspiration
from fascist movements in
Europe, particularly the Nazi

Party of Germany, which it
openly praised for advocating

This Hindu nationalism is driven by
a Hindutva ideology, with both BJP
and its right-wing paramilitary side-
kick Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS), aiming to unite the Hindu
majority to form a Hindu nation, one
that excludes non-Hindu minorities.
Founded in 1925, RSS sought to in-
spire a revolution against British
colonial rule but without coopera-
tion from Muslims, who its founder
Kashav Baliram Hedgewar, a doctor
from the city of Nagpur, referred to as
‘anti-national’ and ‘yavana snakes’'
It was a disciple of Hedgewar that as-
sassinated Mahatma Gandhi in 1948
for cooperating with Muslims.

RSS would draw inspiration from
fascist movements in Europe, par-
ticularly the Nazi Party of Germany,
which it openly praised for advocat-
ing racial and ethnic purity. In 1931,
when Balakrishna Shivram Moonje, a
Hindu nationalist mentor of Hedge-
war returned home after meeting
with fascist Italian dictator Benito
Mussolini in Rome, he called upon
Hindu nationalist leaders to:

Imitate the youth movements of
Germany and the Balilla and Fascist
organisations of Italy. I think they
are eminently suited for introduc-
tion in India, adapting them to suit
the special conditions. I have been

racial and ethnic purity

very much impressed by these move-
ments and I have seen their activities
with my own eyes in all details.'?

Today, admiration for fascist move-
ments and Nazism in particular,
which is often reframed with a geno-
cidal hatred for Muslims is “rampant
in the Hindu nationalist camp” and
“has never been as mainstream as it
is now,” according to famous Indian
filmmaker Srenik Rao.”* The popu-
larity of Hitler and Nazism within
Hindu nationalist culture is easily
observable, with Hitler and Nazi
paraphernalia common and wide-
spread, along with Hitler themed
restaurants, cafes, bars, and clothing
outlets.'

When Modi was the Chief Minister
of Gujarat in 2004, school textbooks
published by the state under his con-
trol portrayed Hitler as a savior of the
German people and included chapter
titles, “Hitler, the Supremo,” and “In-
ternal Achievements of Nazism,” with
a section on the “Ideology of Nazism”
reading, “Hitler lent dignity and pres-
tige to the German government. He
adopted the policy of opposition to-
wards the Jewish people and advo-
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stan or Bangladesh.” The Modi gov-
ernment has backed this objective
up with a pair of anti-Muslim laws
known separately as the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA) and the Na-
tional Register of Citizens (NRC).

Mr. Shah routinely refers
to Muslim migrants as
‘infiltrators’ and ‘termites, and

has promised to pick them up
‘one by one and throw them
into the Bay of Bengal’

The Modi government achieved pas-
sage of the CAA on December 12,

cated the supremacy of the German

race”®

This Nazification of the Hindu na-
tionalist agenda has BJP leaders and
RSS office-bearers openly calling for
the deportation and annihilation
of non-Hindu minorities, includ-
ing Rajeshwar Singh who declared,
“Our target is to make India a Hindu
Rashtra by 2021. The Muslims and
Christians don’t have any right to stay
here...So they would either be con-
verted to Hinduism or forced to run
away from here'¢

Others, including Ranjit Bahadur Sri-
vastava, a BJP leader in Yoji Raj, have
threatened Muslims that if they don’t
vote for BJP, they must prepare them-
selves for dire consequences, saying:
“If you vote for BJP, you will be happy,
else you will have to face problems.”"”
And in 2020, a BJP legislator in Uttar
Pradesh called for a state-wide boy-
cott of Muslim-owned businesses.'®

Both BJP and RSS have made no se-
cret of their goal to make life in In-
dia so unbearable for Muslims that
will have no other choice other than
to self-deport to neighboring Paki-

2019, marking the first time in the
country’s history the Indian govern-
ment has made religion the basis for
granting citizenship. The law specifi-
cally fast-tracks claims of non-Mus-
lim migrants from neighboring
Muslim majority countries Paki-
stan, Bangladesh, and Afghanistan,
while the NRC aims to identify and
deport millions of undocumented
Muslim migrants who have lived in
India for decades and generations,”
which has “led to fears that millions
of Indian Muslims, including many
families who have lived in the coun-
try for generations, could be stripped
of their citizenship rights and dis-
enfranchised,” according to Human
Rights Watch.*!

The government has established for-
eigner tribunals and constructed
a network of detention facilities in
Assam, where millions of Muslim
migrants live, most in impoverished
conditions, to accommodate for the
mass detention of undocumented
Muslim families.”> According to The
New York Times, “Hundreds of peo-
ple have been arrested on suspicion of
being a foreign migrant -including a
Muslim veteran of the Indian Army.’*

Members of Modi’s government have
admitted these laws specifically tar-
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get Muslims, with Home Minister
Amit Shah telling reporters in Octo-
ber 2019, “I want to assure all Hindu,
Sikh, Jain, Buddhist, and Christian
refugees, that you will not be forced to
leave India,” conspicuously omitting
Muslims from the list of protected re-
ligions.”* Mr. Shah routinely refers to
Muslim migrants as ‘infiltrators’ and
‘termites, and has promised to pick
them up ‘one by one and throw them
into the Bay of Bengal’®

The Modi government’s decision
to suddenly revoke Article 370 and
35A of the Indian Constitution by
stripping Muslim-majority Kashmir
of its semi-autonomous status on
August 5, 2019, is yet another step
towards Hindu nationalists fulfill-
ing their promise to transform India
and Kashmir into a Hindu nation.
The move has launched Modi’s Hin-
du-settler-colonial project, one mir-

roring Israel’s illegal colonization of
the Palestinian Territories.

In March 2020, the government
announced domicile rights for In-
dian citizens in Kashmir. It has now
granted tens of thousands of domi-
cile certificates, which reverse the
long-standing law in giving non-lo-
cals the right to property ownership
and employment.*

It is for these reasons that Indian hu-
man rights activists and celebrities,
including award-winning novelist
Arundhati Roy are warning “the sit-
uation in India is approaching geno-
cidal” a view shared also by the
world’s leading scholar into geno-
cide and ethnic cleansing —Gregory
Stanton- who warned in 2020 that
“preparation for genocide is definitely
underway in India,” adding, “the per-
secution of Muslims in Assam and

Nisha Rathad, 20,
hides her face from
the camera in fear,
as she stands in
front of her house,
daubed with
bloody graffiti,
next door to
homes of Muslim
neighbors who
had been killed
the previous day in
Ahmadabad, India,
March 3, 2002.

AMIVITALE / Getty
Images
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Kashmir is the stage just before the
genocide. The next stage is extermina-
tion-that’s what we call a genocide”*®

Their respective comments speak
to the dramatic spike in hate crimes
against Muslims during the Modi era,
measured by a 30 percent increase in
religious-based hate crimes in the
first 3 years of his rule, a rate that has
doubled since his re-election in 2019,
with 90 percent of all religious hate
crimes in the decade spanning 2010
to 2020 occurring since Modi came
to power;* Muslims the target of
78 percent of these hate crimes; and
more than two-thirds of anti-Muslim
hate crimes occurring in states ruled
by BJP

A study conducted by the University
of Massachusetts, Amherst found a
direct correlation between the num-
ber of hate crime incidences and the
share of the total vote BJP received in
the 2014 national election by compar-
ing religiously motivated hate crime
data from the pre-election period
from 2009 to 2013 with post-election
period from 2014 to 2019.*" In Uttar
Pradesh, for example, where BJP re-
ceived 42 percent of the total vote,
hate crimes spiked almost 2000 per-
cent in the post-election period, from
2 to 45 incidences. In Rajasthan, BJP
received 55 percent of the total vote
and recorded a 1,000 percent increase
in the post-election period, from two
to 20 incidences.

In increasing frequency and feroc-
ity, Muslims are threatened, lynched,
beaten, raped, and murdered, and
their homes, businesses, and mosques

vandalized and attacked. Worryingly,
human rights groups have observed
an increasing trend in which the po-
lice and judiciary sides with the Hindu
perpetrator, and dismisses or even
threatens the Muslim victim, thus
creating a permissive environment
for anti-Muslim violence. Researchers
have shown that Indian security forces
“identify with structures of majoritar-

ian nationalism to enact violence.”*

The 2019 ruling by India’s Supreme
Court in favor of Hindu national-
ists who destroyed the 16™ century
Babri Mosque in 1992 is the culmi-
nation of BJP’s effort to chip away at
the rights of Muslims in the judiciary,
and thus reaffirming their status as
second-class citizens in a supposedly
secular democratic country.”

This rising animosity and violence
towards Muslims by the Hindu ma-
jority population reached a zenith
over six bloody days in New Delhi
during February 23-29, 2020, when
more than 50 Muslims were mur-
dered after a BJP leader gave a speech
urging supporters to attack anti-CAA
protesters.

“The Mohammadan was running.
The Hindu public was chasing him. I
was leading the pack. I was the first
to catch up with him and hit him
with my rod on his head, then he fell
down, and the public pounced on
him after that a Hindu man, who
claimed to have murdered 3 Muslims,
told an Indian journalist.**

An investigation by an Indian based
human rights commission concluded
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that the violence was not only incited
by the BJP leader but also that Delhi
Police officers participated in attacks
against Muslims, as “armed mobs
chanting [Hindu] slogans selectively

RISING VIOLENCE AGAINST MUSLIMS IN INDIA UNDER MODI AND BJP RULE

Hindu nationalists spread
conspiracy theories about
COVID-19 being a secret

attacked Muslim individuals, houses,
shops, vehicles, mosques, and other
properties”*

‘Muslim plot, with the hashtag
#Coronalihad going viral
across an array of social media

Disturbingly, there’s been little ac-
tion taken against the perpetrators
and zero action against Delhi Police,
as observed by human rights group
Amnesty International, which warns:
“This ongoing state-sponsored impu-
nity sends the message that the law
enforcement officials can commit
grave human rights violations and
evade accountability. That they are a

law unto themselves.”*¢

The Delhi riots have also done noth-
ing to discourage BJP politicians, RSS
leaders, and pundits in the main-
stream media from referring to Mus-
lims in dehumanizing and genocidal
terms, a reality that has become mea-
surably worse during the COVID-19.

Whereas Muslims were once demon-
ized as a foreign threat, such as ‘Paki-
stanis’ or ‘terrorists, the arrival of the
virus has them increasingly portrayed
as a threat from within, with Hindu
nationalist groups spreading rumors
and conspiracies about the virus not
being naturally occurring but as a
sinister plot by Muslims to deliber-
ately infect the Hindu population.”

When the country’s initial outbreak
of the COVID-19 emerged among
foreign missionaries attending an Is-
lamic conference hosted by Tablighi

platforms

Jamaat in March 2020,*® Hindu na-
tionalists spread conspiracy theo-
ries about COVID-19 being a se-
cret ‘Muslim plot, with the hashtag
#CoronaJihad going viral across an
array of social media platforms.

Fake news stories of Muslims delib-
erately spreading the virus by spit-
ting on food, restaurant utensils, and
passers-by were liked and shared by
millions of social media users, as
were caricatures of ‘Muslim terrorists’
wearing the virus instead of a suicide
vest, and the virus dressed up in Is-
lamic clothing.”® These fake stories,
conspiracies, and social media me-
mes were picked up and amplified by
right-wing media outlets, causing an
almost hysterical fear and hatred of
Muslims among the Hindu popula-
tion, which unsurprisingly “led to an
increase in incendiary hate speech,
false claims, and vicious rumors in-
tended to encourage violence and
ostracize the Indian Muslim commu-
nity”* This prompted the Organiza-
tion of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)
to express concern on April 19, 2020
about “anti-Muslim sentiments and
Islamophobia within political and
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Muslim men
along with
members and
supporters of Sikh
organisations

Dal Khalsa and
Shiromani Akali
Dal (Amritsar)
hold placards
and shout
slogans during

a strike against
the Citizenship
Amendment Act,
in Amritsar, India,
on January 25,
2020.

SAMEER SEHGAL /
Hindustan Times via
Getty Images

=

media circles and on mainstream and
social media platforms” in India.*

The role social media has played in
amplifying Hindu nationalist screeds
and hatred against Muslims must also
be considered, given the widespread
accessibility of instant messaging
applications, such as WhatsApp,
have “proved to be the biggest game-
changer in broadening the access of
Indians, especially rural Indians, to
social media and instant messag-
ing,” allowing anti-Muslim conspir-
acies that once were limited to ur-
ban and wealthier areas to be shared
among the larger lower-economic
population.*

Lynching of Muslims by Hindu na-
tionalists are so commonplace today
that the attacks are often organized
on social media or instant messaging
applications, with video footage of the
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attack uploaded online for the world
to see, as was the case when a Muslim
man was lynched and hacked to death
by a Hindu extremist in Rajasthan in
2017. The attacker then uploaded a
video to YouTube, showing the vic-
tims body and warning Muslims
against ‘Love Jihad, an anti-Muslim
conspiracy that alleges Muslim men
are secretly luring Hindu women into
marriages to convert them to Islam.*

This ‘Love Jihad’ conspiracy, which
began among Hindu nationalists
online, has now made its way into
the legislatures of several BJP ruled
states, including Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana, Madhya Pradesh, and Kar-
nataka, where laws are being gazetted
and considered to prevent Muslim
men from marrying Hindu women.*

On October 30, 2020, Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
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warned Muslims under his rule that
their ‘funerals will begin’ if their quest
to marry Hindu women didn’t end.*
It is unsurprising that a handful of
Muslims have since been lynched in
Uttar Pradesh by ‘Love Jihad’ vigilan-
tes, who now enjoy the implicit sup-
port of the state.*

Laws excluding Muslims from mar-
rying Hindus replicate the Nazi Par-
ty’s Nuremberg Laws enacted in 1935,
which prohibited Jews from marry-
ing or having sexual relations with
persons of ‘German blood.*” History
records that the concentration camps
and ‘Final Solution’ soon followed.

That the Modi government and it’s
Nazi Party-inspired sidekick RSS
have taken steps towards the Nazifi-
cation of India’s laws and institutions
points to a continuing upward surge
of violence against the country’s 200
million Muslims. @
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