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and comparative country profiles, enrich 
the book’s strength. Perhaps one weakness 
of the study is its failure to build on a com-
mon theoretical understanding regarding 
the concept of neighborhood. Indeed, the 
book falls short of providing scholars and 
policymakers with a new perspective re-
garding the EU’s efficacy as an international 
actor in relation to its “neighborhood chal-
lenge.” This shortcoming is a sign that the 

arguments in the book indicate prevalent 
ideas on the EU’s efficacy as an internation-
al actor by jumping to imperfect conclu-
sions. Nonetheless, as a basic contribution 
to the literature, Neighborhood Challenge 
stands out with its thorough and valuable 
discussions about the factors which deter-
mine the EU’s position in global politics. 

Sezgin Mercan, Dokuz Eylul University

Lately, the search for the revival of a 
European spirit to respond to the conti-
nent’s pervasive crises in economic, social, 
cultural, and political spheres has been the 
subject of many books and articles. This 
search has brought forth several different 
approaches, along with heated debates, as 
to how this resurgence in the first decade 
of the 21st century could be crystallized 
and projected into the future. Imagine Eu-
rope: The Search for European Identity and 
Spirituality, edited by Luk Bouckaert and 
Jochanan Eynikel sets out to keep track on 
these debates and delve into the question of 
the identity crisis besieging Europe. 

The book is composed of two parts. 
The first part attempts to take an in depth 
look into the question of European identity 
in political and cultural spheres, while the 
second one deals with spirituality in Euro-
pean business. All in all, the authors of the 
book agree that Europe is built upon rela-
tions of reciprocity and fraternity and these 
old moral concepts should be reinvigorated 

in order to tackle the economic, social, and 
political stalemate that the continent has 
been mired in for some time. The main 
question that the book revolves around is 
how Europe or/and the European Union 
should address problems such as immi-
gration, rising nationalism, a democratic 
deficit, identity, and economic issues over 
the past two decades. Flipping through the 
pages one would get the impression from 
the authors that the EU can not overcome 
these challenges in its current form. Fur-
thermore, even a limited reorganization 
of the EU and making some adjustments 
would not help either. What is needed, ac-
cording to the authors, is creating a novel 
alternative approach relying on ethical 
and spiritual bases to the current system. 
Throughout the book, the authors aim to 
depict the impact of this alternative model 
on the economic, social, and political lives 
of Europeans. The authors argue that the 
key component of this new Europe is the 
rebirth of the European spirit, particularly 
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in the cultural sphere. It is the revival of the 
European identity and culture that would 
affect the economic and political sectors 
and rescue Europe from its current morass. 
Here, Eynikel reintroduces the ‘imagined 
community’ concept of Benedict Ander-
son, arguing that Europe can only break out 
of its current identity crises by stimulating 
a shared image of the ‘European commu-
nity’ with its culture, values, and religion 
in the minds of Europeans. He argues that 
European society cannot sustain itself only 
by instituting laws, treaties, and institutions 
to enforce them. 

However, in this context, the authors 
fail to address fundamental issues such as 
what Europe and European identity mean 
and if there is a common European iden-
tity. Nor do they address the questions of 
whether this common identity already ex-
ists or needs to be created. Moreover, they 
do not specify the elements that make up 
this common identity. They are also unable 
to explain which groups fit into this Euro-
pean identity and if certain groups living 
in Europe are excluded from shared Euro-
pean identity. A critique of this work is that 
the authors do not extend their analysis 
beyond ready-made clichés on European 
identity. They reiterate the idea that democ-
racy, diversity, the welfare state, and Judeo-
Christian values form European culture. 
This approach is of little help because is at-
tributes the universal values of democracy, 
freedom, equality, and human rights as 
only belonging to European heritage. This 
view point has been seriously contested 
and challenged by many scholars who be-
lieve that ideals that underpin democracy, 
freedom and equality are universal and an 
integral part of many of the world’s politi-
cal and religious systems.1 Another critique 
can be leveled at the authors’ attempts to 

attribute religious sources to European 
identity by referring to the Judeo-Christian 
values as the fundamental basis for Euro-
pean culture and identity. Here, Jean Jacque 
Delor’s appeal to religious leaders to give 
Europe a new heart and soul has frequently 
been quoted as a way of propping up their 
viewpoint. 

Taking the complex history of Eu-
rope and its current shape into consider-
ation using religion as a unifying theme 
is a problematic approach mainly for two 
reasons. First, given the multi-ethnic and 
multi-cultural composition of Europe as 
a result of immigration and the enlarge-
ment of the EU, encompassing countries 
of the Mediterranean, Eastern Europe, the 
Balkans, and potentially Turkey, defining 
Christian values as the only common val-
ues of European identity is very limiting. 
Furthermore, it would complicate the situ-
ation of millions of immigrants in Europe, 
particularly Muslims, who do not exactly 
share the same religious historical Europe-
an past as their Christian counterparts. The 
book does not even broach where certain 
immigrant groups would stand in this Eu-
ropean community defined by common re-
ligious and cultural values. Would they be 
allowed to be part of European society or 
would they be always seen as “the others” in 
Europeans society? How would this differ-
ent group be treated? This work also does 
not address how this new identity would 
impact the membership prospect of a Mus-
lim country: Turkey. How would this new 
definition of European identity impact the 
EU’s membership criteria? Would the EU 
define itself with normative values such as 
freedom, equality, democracy, and human 
rights or would it require cultural consid-
erations to be part of the membership ap-
plication process as well? How would this 
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impact European citizenship debates? This 
religious and cultural depiction of Euro-
pean identity would most likely only serve 
to deepen the identity crisis that Europe is 
currently going through. 

Second, depiction of Judea-Christian 
values as the common heritage of Europe-
ans is problematic not only for the different 
groups who do not share the same cultural 
and religious historical background but also 
for Europeans themselves. For many schol-
ars, these claimed common cultural and 
religious values originating from Greek-
Roman past seem to be of little meaning 
to today’s modern European citizen.2 The 
schism between the Catholic and Ortho-
dox churches during the earliest phases of 
Christianity, followed by the emergence of 
Protestantism in the Middle Ages, and the 
religious wars that ensued – often turn-
ing Europe into a blood bath – have all left 
considerable scars and differences among 
the Europeans of today. Viewing the col-
lective memory of the European commu-
nity which is fraught with destruction and 
wars, as a unifying vehicle is unrealistic 
and even doomed to failure. Therefore it is 
rather controversial to suggest that Judea-
Christian heritage represents a common 
cultural and spiritual bond for Europeans. 
This is also evident in Eurobarometer sur-
veys, which reflect that Europeans have a 
stronger attachment to their own member 
states or nationalities than to Europe as a 
whole. 

The view that a European identity re-
mains secondary to national identities is 
also shared by the authors of the book. They 
do not suggest replacing national identity 
with European identity, as they argue that 
these two identities coexist and are comple-
mentary, but they contend that European 
identity should be made more palpable in 

order to give Europe a stronger more uni-
fied spirit. For instance, Eynikel goes on to 
hold that the European community could 
be implanted in Europeans’ minds through 
the education of European history, use of 
one language as a common language, inter-
European exchanges, and the establishment 
of a European press (p. 73). The authors 
would encourage the creation of cultural 
initiatives or ‘projects’ to rouse the ‘spirit of 
Europeanness’ and foster a new European 
mindset. Last three decades have born wit-
ness to the initiation of many such projects 
as invention of European anthem, flag, 
common currency, European years and etc. 
in order to create the image of Europeannes 
in the minds of European citizens; however 
these attempts have not been very effective 
in implanting European identity spirit in 
Europeans’ consciousness strongly as they 
have all imitated nation-building processes. 
Ironically enough, the EU, from the very 
go, was designed as a political project tran-
scending nation states; going back to the 
nation state model on the bases of exclu-
sionary and essentialist culture-centred ap-
proach would create introverted and Euro-
centred European Union.3 Unsurprisingly, 
this EU’s impact in global scene would be 
dim. 

Despite the fact that the authors rec-
ognize certain drawbacks, they can be de-
scribed as, sentimental idealists. In the sec-
tion on business and morality, the authors 
attempt to integrate a moral code of con-
duct into Europe’s economic policies and 
business practices, thus providing an alter-
native to unfettered free market economy 
model. They advocate for a stronger inclu-
sion of civil society in economic and po-
litical decision-making and recommend a 
triangular conception of decision-making, 
which would include civil society state, and 
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market interests. In this sense, the moral 
and ethical approach that the book suggests 
in countering the ongoing economic and 
political crises that Europe is struggling 
with could serve to initiate a new debate on 
what efforts are necessary to further social-
ize the economic and political systems of 
Europe. 

To conclude, a strong emphasis by the 
authors throughout the book on the need 
to incorporate ethical and spiritual val-
ues to the social and economic policies is 
worth-noting as a search for a ‘third way’ 
which goes beyond individualist and stat-
ist models of economics (p.36). However, 
the merits of Imagine Europe: The Search 
for European Identity and Spirituality do 
not extend beyond book’s obliviousness to 
the cultural and religious heritage of the 

important immigrant groups in Europe, 
among them Muslim immigrants through-
out Europe, other non-Christian religious 
groups and ‘new Europeans’ of non-Euro-
pean ancestry.

Müjge Küçükkeleş, SETA Foundation
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AThere is a growing literature on what 
political settlements are to be adopted in 
deeply divided (or post-conflict) societ-
ies and in protracted intra-state conflicts. 
These societies share the common charac-
teristics of being divided by diverse ethnic 
lines based on opposing demands for secu-
rity, power, status, and territory. The con-
cept of consociationalism, which was intro-
duced to political science by Arend Ljphart 
and first employed in the Netherlands in 
1917, is a form of government that provides 
political stability in deeply divided societies 
through guaranteed group representation, 
power-sharing arrangements and function-

ing democratic institutions. The political 
settlements in divided societies and conso-
ciationalism together are increasingly be-
coming an autonomous subject of study. A 
burgeoning literature is emerging and po-
litical scientists are attempting to delineate 
and determine the main characteristics of 
this field.

This book seeks to analyse the appli-
cation of consociationalism to the Cyprus 
conflict and why elites in both the Greek 
and Turkish Cypriot societies have been 
unable or reluctant to overcome the divi-
sion in Cyprus by adopting a power-shar-
ing solution. Therefore, this book is a valu-
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