INSIGHT

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Mubhittin Ataman

Social Sciences University of Ankara

ASSISTANT EDITOR BOOK REVIEW EDITOR ASSISTANT TO EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Ibrahim Efe Muhammet Kogak Gloria Shkurti Ozdemir
Kilis 7 Aralik University Florida International University SETA

Published by SETA Foundation for Political, Economic and Social Research

ADVISORY BOARD

Fahrettin Altun Turkish Presidency Directorate of Communications, Giilnur Aybet National Defense University, Azmi Bishara Arab Center
for Research and Policy Studies, Ali Carkoglu Kog University, Burhanettin Duran Ibn Haldun University, Fawaz Gerges London School
of Economics, Nursin Atesoglu Giiney Bahcesehir Cyprus University, Farid Hafez Salzburg University, Siikrii Hanioglu Princeton
University, Metin Heper Bilkent University, Kemal Inat Sakarya University, Aristotle Kallis Keele University, Fuat Keyman Sabana
University, Muqtedar Khan University of Delaware, Mustafa Kibaroglu MEF University, Malik Mufti Tufts University, Basheer M.
Nafi Al Jazeera Centre for Studies, Ziya Onis Kog University, Mesut Ozcan Turkish Diplomacy Academy, Tobias Schumacher College of
Europe, Dmitri Trenin The Carnegie Moscow Center, Ali Resul Usul istanbul Medipol University, Ramazan Yildirim istanbul University

Owner / Yayin Sahibi: Burhanettin Duran, on behalf of (adina) SET VAKFI Iktisadi Isletmesi (2008) / ISSN 1302-177X
Managing Editor / Sorumlu Yaz1 Igleri Miidiirii: Mehmet Nuri Altun

Printing House / Basim Yeri: Turkuvaz Haberlesme ve Yayincilik A.S., Akpinar Mahallesi
Hasan Basri Caddesi, No: 4, Sancaktepe, Istanbul / Turkey « Tel: +90.216.585-9000

Yayin Tiirii ve $ekli: Yaygin Siireli Yayin / 3 Aylik-Ingilizce

The views expressed therein, remain the sole responsibility of the authors; they do not
represent the view of the Editorial Board or the SETA Foundation. All Rights Reserved.

Insight Turkey is a peer-reviewed journal indexed by the following databases and indexes: Bibliography of Asian Studies, Columbia
International Affairs Online (CIAO), EBSCO, Elsevier Bibliographic Databases, Emerging Sources Citation Index (ESCI), European
Sources Online (ESO), GALE-Cengage, Gender Studies Database, Index Islamicus, International Bibliography of Book Reviews
of Scholarly Literature in the Humanities and Social Sciences (IBR), International Bibliography of Periodical Literature in the
Humanities and Social Sciences (IBZ), International Bibliography of the Social Sciences (IBSS), International Political Science
Abstracts (IPSA), JSTOR, Lancaster Index to Defence and International Security Literature, Left Index, Middle East & Central Asian
Studies, Russian Academy of Sciences Bibliographies, Scopus, Social Services Abstracts, Sociological Abstracts, Worldwide Political
Science Abstracts, World Affairs Online (WAO).

EDITORIAL OFFICE / YAYIN iDARE ADRESI
Nenehatun Caddesi No: 66 GOP/Cankaya, 06700 Ankara/Turkey
Tel: +90.312.551-2100 « Fax: +90.312.551-2190
editor@insightturkey.com « www.insightturkey.com



Contents
SUMMER 2020 e VOLUME 22 NO. 3

Editor’s Note
4

COMMENTARIES

Turkey’s Military and Defense Policies
HULUSI AKAR
9

Transformation of the Turkish Defense Industry: The Story and Rationale of the Great Rise
iSMAIL DEMIR
17

The Logic Beyond Lausanne: A Geopolitical Perspective on the Congruence
between Turkey’s New Hard Power and its Strategic Reorientation
MICHAEL TANCHUM
41

Turkey’s Management of COVID-19: Measures and Strategies of Health Policies
FAHRETTIN KOCA
55

Hagia Sophia: Symbol of Peace and Diversity
YAVUZ SELIM KIRAN
67

The Evolved Security Dynamics of South Asia: Challenges to Pakistan’s Nuclear Threshold
MUHAMMAD HARIS BILAL MALIK and MUHAMMAD ABBAS HASSAN
75

ARTICLES

Deciphering Turkey’s Assertive Military and Defense Strategy: Objectives, Pillars, and Implications
MURAT YESILTAS
89

Turkey’s Burgeoning Defense Technological and Industrial Base and Expeditionary Military Policy
CAN KASAPOGLU
115

The Future of Turkey’s Airpower: The Fifth Generation Challenge
ARDA MEVLUTOGLU
131



Between a Rock and a Hard Place: How to Make Sense of Turkey’s S-400 Choice?
MUSTAFA KIBAROGLU
161

Turkey’s Military Spending Trends: A Reflection of Changes in Defense Policy
MERVE SEREN
183

The Future of Al-Agsa Mosque in the Light of Trump’s Deal of the Century
KHALID EL-AWAISI and CUMA YAVUZ
215

Impact of Turmoil and Gas Resources in the Eastern Mediterranean on Jordanian
Energy Security and Foreign Policy
AHMAD ALSHWAWRA and AHMAD ALMUHTADY
237

REVIEW ARTICLE

Africa’s Development Trajectory: Lessons from China
JOHN OLUSHOLA MAGBADELO

257
BOOK REVIEWS
The War for Syria: Regional and International The Global Transformation: History, Modernity
Dimensions of the Syrian Uprising and the Making of International Relations
RAYMOND HINNEBUSCH and ADHAM SAOULI BARRY BUZAN and GEORGE LAWSON
Reviewed by Musa Akgul Reviewed by Huseyin Pusat Kildis
267 278
Sinai: Egypt’s Linchpin, Gaza’s Lifeline, Israel’s Global Responses to Conflict and Crisis in
Nightmare Syria and Yemen
MOHANNAD SABRY AMANDA GUIDERO and MAIA CARTER HALLWARD
Reviewed by Abdulgani Bozkurt Reviewed by Abdussamed Ozbek
269 280
Americas Covert War in East Africa: The Politics of Healthcare Reform in Turkey
Surveillance, Rendition, Assassination VOLKAN YILMAZ
CLARA USISKIN Reviewed by ilknur Simsek
Reviewed by Flora Hajdarmataj 282
271
Shooting a Revolution: Visual Media and
Denktas Giineyde: Kibris Rum Tarafinda Warfare in Syria
Boliinmenin Normallesmesi DONATELLA DELLA RATTA
GRIGORIS IOANNU Reviewed by Osman Burak Tosun
Reviewed by Hakan Karahasan 284
274

Modernist Reformers in Islam, Hinduism and
Confucianism, 1865-1935
CHRISTIAN LEKON
Reviewed by Zeba Khan
276



GUEST EDITOR’S NOTE

MURAT YESILTAS

Turkey’s contemporary defense and military strategy can be best under-
stood as a result of the historical process the country has experienced.
This historical process has significantly altered the security environ-
ment surrounding Turkey while transforming her alliance relations, ul-
timately producing a new political vision for the country and a defense
and military strategy that serves this vision.

Firstly, although the end of the Cold War and the ensuing dissolution of the So-
viet Union has ameliorated international security, Turkey was faced with both
conventional and asymmetric threats on multiple fronts. This situation kept
defense spending of the country at record levels despite military expenditures
within NATO showing a rapid decline. On the other hand, the emerging polit-
ical geography led to a series of new conflicts erupting in several hotspots, from
the Balkans through to the Caucasus and the Middle East. Emerging conflicts
were thought to require a common response which precipitated NATO’s evolu-
tion from a collective defense organization to a collective security organization.
Concurrently, it meant that Turkey would actively join NATO’s new missions
ranging from the peaceful resolution of disputes to stability operations with
expeditionary forces featured by mobility, jointness, and readiness.

Secondly, the 9/11 terrorist attacks against the U.S. created profound ramifica-
tions for Turkey’s regional security and her alliance relations. In particular, the
American military occupation of Iraq jeopardized Turkey’s national security
by effectively removing the political authority of that country and dismantling
the Iraqi army. While the emerging political vacuum was filled by sectarian
politics, the scarcity of security was exploited by the PKK, consolidating its
presence in northern Iraqi territories. Divided Iraq has also transformed into a
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breeding ground for international terrorism which resulted in the rise of vari-
ous extremist armed organizations, including ISIS.

Thirdly, since the so-called Arab spring started in the early 2010s, the political
and security landscape of the Middle East and North Africa has undergone
significant changes. While the overthrow of dictators led to intra-state conflicts
in several places, it was particularly the civil war in Syria that alarmed Turkish
decision-makers due to its transformation into a safe haven for various ter-
rorist groups operating at Turkey’s southern frontiers. Bereft of concrete ally
support, Turkey unilaterally launched military operations into northern Syria
in order to eliminate ISIS elements as well as curbing the long-term territorial
ambitions of the PKK. The Arab spring has also aggravated previous tensions
and engendered various factions that facilitated new alignments which is the
case for today’s Eastern Mediterranean and Arab-Israeli relations.

Against the backdrop of these considerations, Turkey’s contemporary defense
and military strategy has been formed. In general, this strategy lays down the
principles of using military force to support the political aims of the country. It
operates as a “bridge” between policy and operation, in a classical sense. And
that strategy is now not just informed by protecting the territorial integrity
of the nation but has wider objectives, including enhancing the country’s in-
ternational standing as well as achieving strategic autonomy. This in turn has
necessitated new tools that extend beyond a sole deterrent force, namely mili-
tary activism, and defense industry investments, along with the contribution to
international security and commitments to the NATO alliance.

The summer issue of Insight Turkey aims to explain the changing dynamics of
Turkey’s military and defense strategy by taking into consideration current for-
eign and security policy practices of Turkey in the Middle East and North Af-
rica region. More specifically, this issue is an attempt to develop a new frame-
work to understand Turkey’s revolution in its military and defense strategies.

Hulusi Akar, the Minister of National Defense of Turkey, in his commentary
sheds light on the global and regional developments that threaten Turkey’s
peace and stability and which contributed to shaping its defense strategy. A
strategy that targets finding common solutions to international problems in a
collaborative way. Akar gives special attention to the contribution of the distin-
guished, deterrent, efficient, motivated, well-trained, and disciplined Armed
Forces that are equipped with high-level weaponry produced domestically us-
ing national resources.

Within the context of the Turkish Defense Industry’s strong historical back-
ground, Ismail Demir highlights the transformation and rationality of the
Turkish Defense Industry. He emphasizes the necessity of addressing the recent
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rise of the Turkish Defense Industry in two different but interrelated periods.
The first provided the defense industry with strong support with an extremely
decisive and long-term projection. The second represents the transformation
of the expectations from the defense industry, in coordination with the chang-
ing position and function of the defense industry in bureaucratic mechanisms.

Michaél Tanchum’s commentary is a coherent and rigorous analysis of the
logical result of Turkey’s post-Cold War strategic reorientation, presented in
its new expeditionary capability of enhanced naval capacity and new forward
bases. Michaél examines Ankara’s challenge of calibrating the use of its hard
power instruments to serve its post-Lausanne strategic orientation toward es-
tablishing Turkey-centered, inter-regional connectivity.

In the middle of the COVID-19 global pandemic, Minister of Health of the
Republic of Turkey, Fahrettin Koca, underscores the role of Turkey in the man-
agement of COVID-19. His commentary asserts that Turkey has successfully
contained the COVID-19 pandemic and prevented devastating consequences
due to its idiosyncratic approach to the crisis and the robustness of its health-
care system.

After 85 years as a museum, Hagia Sophia welcomes Muslim worshippers, a
decision that has drawn intense criticism in Turkey and worldwide. However,
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkey, Yavuz Selim
Kiran, argues that the functional change of Hagia Sophia will not affect Tur-
key’s centuries-old tradition of promoting tolerance, harmony, and diversity.

The final oft-topic commentary of this issue underlines the challenges to Paki-
stan’s nuclear threshold. Muhammad Haris Bilal Malik and Muhammad Abbas
Hassan explain why Pakistan has been further threatened by India’s aggressive
policies and provocative military modernization. The commentary concludes
that Pakistan may be compelled to further revisit its nuclear threshold level to
overcome India’s aggression.

Besides the commentaries, this issue comprises five articles that focus on the
Turkish Defense Industry past, present, and future and underline the factors
that led to its remarkable evolution. The first article by Murat Yesiltas presents
a general framework of Turkey’s Military and Defense Strategy. By taking into
account the main drivers, primary objectives, and essential pillars, as well as
its tangible repercussions on the military mindset, the author explains how
the change in Turkey’s defense and military strategy stems both from Turkey’s
changing security landscape and its quest to be an assertive regional player.

Can Kasapoglu’s research article covers two interrelated strategic topics regard-
ing Turkey’s national military capacity in the 21 century: its defense techno-
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logical and industrial base and its military policy, both currently characterized
by a burgeoning assertiveness.

In light of the rapid advances in technology that are continually shaping de-
velopments in the aerospace and defense sector, notably the evolution of air-
power, Arda Mevliitoglu, provides us with an understanding of the features of
the next generation of air warfare, while presenting the status of the Turkish
Air Force and offering suggestions on several challenges and opportunities.

As a reply to the critics that Turkey is caught between a rock and a hard place
due to the adamant opposition of its NATO allies, Mustafa Kibaroglu tries to
make sense of Turkey’s S-400 choice by assessing the impact of the S-400 deal
on Turkey’s defense industries. On one hand, he presents his conception of the
current “international political non-order” as an underlying factor behind the
deal. On the other, he suggests that the deal must be approached from a wider
perspective to grasp the extent of the service it has done in bolstering Turkey’s
military-industrial complex.

The last article related to the main theme of this issue focuses on Turkey’s de-
fense spending. Merve Seren attempts to show that prioritization of defense
spending during the AK Party era is specifically the outcome of a political pref-
erence. In other words, the shift in the political landscape from idealism to
realism, associated with pragmatism.

Our initial off-topic article highlights how Trump’s peace plan optimistically
called the “Deal of the Century” adopts the Zionist discourse regarding al-
Agsa and its effects on undermining the Muslim sovereignty over the mosque,
which will be a clear violation of the International law and status quo. Kha-
lid el-Awaisi and Cuma Yavuz investigate the results of the implementation
of Trump’s plan which they assert will lead to three main changes that would
undo the centuries-old status quo of Masjid al-Aqgsa completely and give Israel
full control over this important historic and religious site.

Ahmad AlShwawra and Ahmad Almuhtady’s off-topic article completes the
dossier of this issue. The authors examine the potential implications of Jordan’s
decision to import Mediterranean gas through Israel on Jordanian energy se-
curity, with special attention to how this decision will impact Jordanian foreign
policy regarding the Palestinian cause.

Through a wide range of articles and commentaries, this issue aims to
bring to its readers a comprehensive framework on the transformation
of Turkey’s Defense Industry and changing patterns of its military strat-

egy. @
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