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coinciding with the somewhat perplexing
phenomenon of self-proclaimed “pro-life”
individuals committing violent acts against
abortion providers and activists in the form
of murders, arsons, and vandalism. In a com-
plementary piece, Liddick writes of the equal-
ly-perplexing issue of radical environmental-
ism and animal rights activism, of individuals
who commit “ecoterror” and send envelopes
full of razorblades to scientists who experi-
ment on animals. In a sense, this ecoterror-
ism can be seen as the liberal equivalent of
anti-abortion violence, having arisen during
the same time period and utilizing analogous
rhetoric. Hence, the juxtaposition of Winter’s
piece with Liddick’s makes for yet another
high point in this edited volume.

Michael concludes his volume by echoing yet
again his dictum - that although extremism in
America is common, varied, and visible, there
is no risk of any of these groups taking hold

of American society in the near future. Yet, he
does leave us with a warning — as American
demographics continue to change, extremism
could become a greater threat if historic so-
cioeconomic disparities, discrimination, and
disenfranchisement are not alleviated.

If the goal of Extremism in America was to
provide an introductory overview of the
varying strains of extremist ideology in the
United States, then this edition was suc-
cessful in its intent. I believe that this book
would be ideal for individuals interested in
familiarizing themselves with the myriad of
strains of American extremism. Yet, Extrem-
ism in America is certainly more of a casual
read than an intensely scholarly one. Hence,
for academics, it can provide a starting point
for further research into any of these various
movements, thus being of particular interest
to sociologists, political scientists, anthropol-
ogists, as well as historians.
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TowaRrDs the end of Chapter 7 “Is
there a space for European Mus-
lims?” which is a concluding chap-
ter of the volume, Spyros Sofos and
Roza Tsagarousianou quote from
E. P. Thompsons The Making of
the English Working Class (1963):
“.. class itself is not a thing, it is a
happening” (p. 167). After an ex-
tensive literature review and after speaking to
735 interviewees from Belgium, France, Ger-
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many, the Netherlands, and the UK
in search for the answer to the ques-
tion “what does it mean to be a Eu-
ropean Muslim today?” Sofos and
Tsagarousianou have settled with
what can be seen as a classical soci-
ological insight: European Muslims
do exist but there is no overarching
identity to define them; they are a
happening. European Muslims are those who
are engaged with a variety of collective action
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driven by a realization that they share con-
cerns with “people like them,” be it Palestin-
ians under Israeli occupation, scholars who
are in search of the truth of Islam’s teaching,
the French school girls whose choice of at-
tire have turned them into a political battle
ground or “brothers” in the neighborhood
who would stand by them in times of dan-
ger. ... the European Muslim identity, still a
project in progress, can be seen as a process
of imagining a community, a geographically
and culturally dispersed set of political coor-
dinates held together by a shared collection
of narratives, identities and symbols”(p. 168).

This is a fascinating volume, which resolutely
resists the lure of ‘essentialisation. Because of
this, the reader might feel from time to time
frustrated to be repeatedly told that European
Muslims are diverse and that the terrain they
act constantly shifts and changes its contour.
Still, by paying close attention to what the in-
terviewees tell them, Sofos and Tsagarousian-
ou carefully delineate an overall outline of
commonality found among them. One of the
major contextual factors is the historical con-
struction of Islam as “The Other of Europe”
Another factor is a generally suspicious, if not
downright hostile, tone of public discourse on
Muslim migrants in Europe in the twentieth
century. Interacting with this particular en-
vironment, Muslims in Europe have come to
share particular perceptions of being margin-
alized in European societies. Sofos and Tsaga-
rousianou detect an emergence of injustice
framed as a common theme in self-represen-
tations of their informants: .. Muslims in Eu-
rope have been constructing representations
of themselves as victims of processes of sys-
tematic marginalisation and discrimination”
(p. 160). According to the authors, the ‘injus-
tice frames’ evoked frequently by their infor-
mants do not turn them into helpless and pas-
sive victims (although this possibility is not

denied) but they are a means of developing
a sense of connectedness to Muslims beyond
Europe. Further, they are also seen as a tool to
construct a community that is not restricted
by conventional geographical limitations. In
this manner, Sofos and Tsagarousianou’s in-
terviewees are engaged with “imagining” on a
much larger scale than described in Benedict
Anderson’s Imagined Communities (1983),
which could mean an exercise of agency in
constructing their community at a scale that
has hardly been observed.

What comes through from the volume is the
authors’ deep empathy with their interview-
ees. Sofos and Tsagarousianou focus on what
these people tell them, not on what they want
to hear from them. In regards to the emer-
gence of ‘injustice frames, a variety of voices
are analyzed and some of them are rather un-
critical in their sense of victimization. These
voices, which could be discarded as inconse-
quential rants, are placed in a particular con-
text, so as to investigate where this sense of
victimization originates in a non-judgmental
manner. The issue of violence is not avoided
in the course of the investigation. The stance
taken is not to pinpoint what has gone wrong
with those who are somehow sympathetic to
jihadist messages but to figure out what pre-
cisely in the jihadist messages appeals to those
individuals. Again, what comes from this ex-
amination is the authors’ desire to learn what
the interviewees make sense of the world. In
this sense, this is exemplary interpretive so-
ciology with heightened awareness of the en-
trenched nature of Orientalism.

The volume dose not only identify an emerg-
ing commonality, a process through which
European Muslim identities are being formed;
it also reports on a variety of challenges and
contestations Muslims in Europe are mount-
ing. Young Muslims challenge the “residual”
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version of Islam their parents and grand-
parents practice and try to impose on them;
Muslim lifestyle magazines have emerged
and are now dispensing advice on fashion,
love, and marriage in a very different way
from the conventional route. The Internet has
provided a new public space where Muslims
can try to negotiate their desire of what Islam
should represent to them; they can discuss
dating, women’s position in society and in the

household, being gay and so on. Those who
participate in these discussions are actively
constructing what it means to be a European
Muslim in a variety of spheres of life. Here,
the development of technology contributes to
a more assertive exercise of agency and to the
construction of a new type of community -
just as it is observed among non-Muslims, an-
other sign that they are as European as their
non-Muslim neighbors.
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THE SURGE of left governments in
Latin America since the early the
2000s has not gone unnoticed. The
region has made great strides in
consolidating electoral democracy
since the days of violent coups.
With the exception of Cuba, where
one-party rule remains and a few
short interruptions such as the 2009
Honduran coup and presidential impeach-
ment in Paraguay in 2012, elections have been
the norm of acquiring power. One significant
outcome of this trend is the expanding ideo-
logical spectrum of governments. The center-
left and left governments of Latin America are
changing the face of the region through the
ballot box that once had failed them through
armed struggle. The future of the Bolivarian
Revolution following Chavez’s death, another
electoral win for Evo Morales, and the pos-
sibility of the reelection for Rafael Correa all
raise questions whether the “new left” is here
to stay.

A timely contribution by three
analysts: Roger Burbach, Michael
Fox and Federico Fuentes, Latin
Americas Turbulent Transitions:
The Future of Twenty-First Cen-
tury Socialism, offers its readers a
thorough review of the revival of
socialism in the region. The book
focuses on two processes that are
simultaneously taking place and reinforcing
one another: the declining role of the United
States as the hegemonic power of the region
and the promoter of the neoliberal model and
the rejuvenation of socialism in Latin Amer-
ica. The authors observe that together these
processes are giving rise to growing integra-
tion of the region. A main contention of the
book is that the contemporary socialism ex-
perienced in Latin America is different than
the socialist project of the previous era, which
was essentially state socialism that produced
authoritarian states and has been discredited
with the collapse of the Soviet bloc. “21*' cen-
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