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The three books reviewed here 
focus on one of the most prev-
alent forms of discrimination: 

Gender Injustice. Everywhere in the 
world women tend to suffer from 
gender discrimination more than 
men, regardless of ethnicity, class, or 
religion1 and gender disparities vary 
widely making women more vulner-
able to poverty, abuse, or political 
marginalization. Compared to men, 
women and girls receive less educa-
tion, remain underrepresented, face 
difficulties in accessing health and 
judicial services. Futher, they are 
exposed to all kinds of violence and 
unequal standings in society. This 

inequality makes gender justice a 
morally and politically urgent topic. 
Although the majority of countries 
in the world legally and rhetorically 
institutionalize and support wom-
en’s rights, the political will to fight 
against gender inequality is usually 
absent. Thus, women become victims 
of discriminatory social and cultural 
norms as well as conservative mind-
sets, policies, laws and institutions2.

The books in this article focus on 
the universal and local struggles for 
women’s rights and outline the above 
mentioned inequalities around the 
world. They engage with women’s is-
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sues from different perspectives, such 
as the perspective of constitutional 
law, feminist campaigns and activ-
ism, or civil society initiatives. They 
tease out the importance of an on-go-
ing fight for women’s rights to make a 
real change in the lives of women and 
girls and to create a more just society. 

Islamophobia, Victimisation and 
the Veil by Irene Zempi and Neil 
Chakraborti is an academic book 
based on a research project conduct-
ed in the United Kingdom to explore 
the everyday discrimination, ha-
rassment, and assaults veiled wom-
en face due to Islamophobism. The 
book starts with the striking quotes 
of women regarding the everyday Is-
lamophobism they are exposed to for 
wearing a veil and then it conceptu-
alizes Islamophobia as a form of hate 
crime. The first chapter of the book 
displays the colonial perception of Is-
lam and it critically engages with how 
the veil is depicted as the symbol of 
‘Muslim otherness’ in western societ-
ies. The authors argue that it is orien-
talism and colonisation through eco-
nomic and political hegemony that 
created a representational apparatus 
in which veiled women are charac-
terized as docile and suppressed, re-
garded as a counter image of western 
women, and seen as victims of gen-
der inequality. Especially after the 
9/11 attacks, this colonial mode of 
representation gained a new dimen-
sion and the veil has become symbi-
otic with Islamist extremism. It is ad-
vanced as a symbol, which represents 
a threat to western societies with re-
gard to gender equality, public safe-
ty, and national cohesion as well as 

impeding identification. After elab-
orating on the popular perception of 
the veil, which is based on discourses 
concerning gender oppression, ter-
rorism and a supposed threat to west-
ern values, authors argue that Islam-
ophobia is highly gendered because 
the veil makes the Muslim identity 
visible. This visibility coupled with 
the aforementioned stereotypes re-
garding Muslim women makes them 
more vulnerable to attacks in public 
than are Muslim men.

The study is based on a qualitative 
methodology and includes 60 indi-
viduals and focus group interviews 
carried out in the East Midlands, UK. 
In this sense, the results cannot be 
generalized but they can still offer an 
interesting insight on the condition 
of veiled Muslim women. The find-
ings are grouped into two categories.

The first round of analysis focuses 
on the visible forms - such as verbal 
abuse, sexist remarks, physical abuse 
- and invisible forms – such as being 
overlooked or even ignored in cafés 
and restaurants or generally, in pub-
lic life. This respresents the overall 
context of the Islamophobic victim-
isation of women. The second part 
focuses on the implications of these 
attacks and abuses on women, their 
families, and wider community. The 
narrations of women in the book 
highlight that being a victim reduced 
their self-confidence and made them 
feel worthless, insecure, and unwant-
ed. Consequently, leading to depres-
sion, insomnia, psychological trau-
ma, and reclusiveness. This self-de-
prication went so far as to cause these 
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veiled women chose to curtail their 
own freedom and stopped going out 
and chose not to pursue a higher ed-
ucation degree for fear that they will 
always be victimised in the public 
sphere for wearing a veil. The most 
striking result emerging from this 
research was that women normalised 
this victimisation and started to see it 
as embedded in their everyday life ex-
periences and therefore did not take 
any legal steps. This is an important 
reason why the assaults against veiled 
women are still prevalent.

The book concludes by stressing 
how Islamophobic victimisation af-
fects wider society and damages the 
multi-cultural spirit of the UK be-
cause it undermines the fundamental 
values of a liberal democratic state 
such as choice, freedom of expres-
sion, religious freedom and equal op-
portunities. The authors call out the 
authorities and policy makers to hear 
the voices of victimised veiled wom-
en and to address their invisibility in 
the criminal justice system and in so-
ciety as a whole. 

The book touches on a very contem-
porary issue that veiled women face 
in Western societies by displaying 
powerful quotes from their lived ex-
periences. Yet, it fails to base the re-
search on a robust feminist and po-
litical theoretical ground that could 
better explain these women’s expe-
riences. Additionally, Islamophobic 
victimisation is not peculiar to the 
UK context and, as a reader, I would 
have liked to read how similar situa-
tions were handled and addressed in 
other non-Muslim societies and what 

implications could have been drawn 
from their legal and political systems. 
Apart from these reservations, the 
book can open up new research av-
enues that focus on the hate crimes 
against women and analyse them 
through a more political perspec-
tive. The book could be used as basic 
reading, if not a textbook, for femi-
nist researchers, policy-makers and 
researchers interested in post 9/11 
effects on society.

Similarly to the book of Zempi and 
Chakraborti, Ömer Çaha’s Women 
and Civil Society in Turkey, is also 
a product of a research study. It in-
cludes the analysis of more than 50 
different magazines belonging to 
feminist, Islamic, and Kurdish wom-
en’s groups as well as interviews with 
the leaders of these movements. The 
book is written with the aim of out-
lining the feminist movements from 
the late Ottoman Era to contempo-
rary times in the context of civil so-
ciety and democracy. In doing so, 
the book presents a strong argument 
that the existence of various femi-
nist groups highlighted a diversity 
based on class, religion, gender, and 
ethnic differences and ‘stretched the 
“unitary” public domain towards a 
“multi-public” sphere in Turkey’3.

Çaha starts the book with the histor-
ical development of the concept of 
civil society in general. He concep-
tualises civil society through a po-
litical and feminist philosophy and 
analyses to what extent women are 
included in civil society. Thus, the 
author contextualises women’s move-
ment at the intersection of feminist 
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politics and challenges the masculin-
ist nature of civil society defined by 
social contract philosophers such as 
John Locke, Rousseau, and Hobbes 
and the philosophers who separated 
civil society from the state such as 
Hegel, Marx, and Gramsci. The book, 
then, presents the emergence of civil 
society and women’s movement start-
ing from the last decade of Ottoman 
Empire until the 1980s. The chapter 
argues that both the Ottoman consti-
tutional governments and the early 
Kemalist Turkey directly linked the 
reforms and the progress on women’s 
rights with a broader effort towards 
modernisation and the adoption 
of western norms. Women’s rights 
were, therefore, never regarded as an 
autonomous movement but rather 
seen as the realm of the state and the 
ruling elite. Thus, women could not 
become an active part of civil society 
until 1980s.

With the revival of civil society and 
feminist movements after the mil-
itary regime (1980-1983), different 
feminist fractions of liberal, radical, 
and socialist feminism emerged in 
Turkey. Çaha analyses each of these 
fractions based on a detailed study 
of feminist magazines and provides 
a list of feminist actions that have 
been influential in voicing women’s 
problems and paved the way for the 
institutionalisation of these feminist 
movements. The feminist organisa-
tional and publication activities, in-
cluding women’s studies and research 
centres that emerged in the univer-
sities, worked effectively in inter-
connecting the feminist movements 
with society and made feminism 

more understandable in Turkey. The 
impact of feminist movements could 
also be seen on legal reforms. These 
movements worked as a progressive 
force facilitating the improvement 
of the new Civil Code in 2002 and 
Penal Code in 2004, which had a 
more egalitarian approach in favour 
of women and the promotion of civil 
society.

In the post 1980s, new collective 
identities were formed in Turkey, 
which also affected the feminist 
movements. Çaha examines these 
collective feminist movements of Is-
lamic and Kurdish women by ana-
lysing the magazines of these groups. 
The author approaches the Islamic 
women’s movement by focusing on 
the headscarf ban debates between Is-
lamist women and Kemalist modern-
izers, who suppressed various ways of 
self-realization for women. The polit-
ical and social organizations, foun-
dations and platforms have played a 
significant role in the politicization 
of Islamic women. They enhanced 
their struggle for the right to wear a 
headscarf and their right to self-ex-
pression, helped them to participate 
in civil society, and provided these 
women with legal, financial, and ed-
ucational support. 

Çaha links the Kurdish women’s 
movement with third wave feminism 
in the sense that it was identity ori-
ented. Like the black women’s move-
ment, the Kurdish women’s move-
ment was not only against the patri-
archal culture but it was also against 
the middle class Turkish woman that 
dominated the women’s movement 
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in Turkey and overshadowed subjec-
tive problems of Kurdish women. The 
analysis of Kurdish women maga-
zines shows the different perspectives 
held by Kurdish and Turkish fem-
inists towards women’s issues. For 
instance, while Turkish feminists saw 
education as a vital component of 
women’s development and freedom, 
Kurdish feminists regarded the edu-
cation given in Turkey as a destruc-
tive and assimilating act.

The book ends with concluding re-
marks on how feminist movements 
in Turkey, including the Islamic and 
Kurdish movements, opened a space 
for women in civil society and chal-
lenged the patriarchal nature of civil 
society, which perceives women as 
the guardians of the private realm. 
Also, these movements were a chal-
lenge to the classical approach of po-
litical philosophers, such as Hobbes 
and Hegel, to civil society that is 
grounded on the homogeneity of the 
public sphere. 

Overall, Çaha presents an analysis of 
women’s integration into civil society 
and the analysis of feminist maga-
zines of different fractions offers a 
convincing account of drawing links 
between women and civil society. 
However, I noted three shortcom-
ings in this book. Firstly, it could 
have been more useful if the author 
had included direct insights gleamed 
from interviews of Islamist and 
Kurdish feminist movements’ leaders 
in order to display more clearly how 
they broke through the glass ceiling 
and to outline their respective agen-
das for the future. Secondly, although 

there is a considerable progress made 
by different groups of women in par-
ticipating in civil society, there is still 
a nuanced tension among the fem-
inist movements; these movements 
include socialist, radical, and liberal 
feminists along with those who do 
not want to associate themselves with 
any of these movements. A separate 
chapter before the conclusion pulling 
together these tensions and arguing 
how different fractions of the feminist 
movements co-exist in the cultural-
ly, socially, and politically polarized 
and complex Turkish society would 
enrich this significant study. Final-
ly, the book could have formulated 
specific policy-making suggestions 
from the historical development of 
women’s movements to guide policy 
makers on the issue of the promotion 
of women’s participation in political 
platforms.

As a feminist researcher, I should also 
note I found this book very valuable 
in the sense that it was written by a 
male author from a feminist perspec-
tive. This book is of great value to 
scholars and students of political sci-
ence, women’s studies, and sociology.

The Unfinished Revolution: Voices 
from the Global Fight for Women’s 
Rights is collection of articles edited 
by Minky Worden and reflects the 
diverse voices of journalists, activists, 
feminists, policy makers, researchers, 
and Nobel laureates (including Shi-
rin Ebadi). Unlike the former books, 
this book is a call-to-action book to 
inform the people about the poor 
conditions and human rights abuses 
of women around the world.
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The book has 8 parts and brings to-
gether 30 papers. Each part focuses 
on a specific basic right that many 
women around the world do not have 
access to. The first part starts with the 
criticism that the Declaration of Hu-
man Rights was initially gendered, in 
the sense that it did not address the 
specific injustices to which women 
were exposed. With the campaigns 
of feminist activists such as Eleanor 
Roosevelt in 20th century, women’s 
rights are recognised as human rights 
and the use of new technologies such 
as Facebook, Twitter, and cell phones 
in 21st century helped in revitalizing 
women’s rights movements and pro-
moting civil society in the Middle 
East. The second and third parts fo-
cus on the political transitions from 
repressive dictatorships to new polit-
ical systems that were formed in the 
Middle East and they highlight the 
fact that women’s rights are not pro-
tected under these new constitutions 
and governments. The authors argue 
that the revolutions and transitions in 
Iran, Tunisia, Egypt, and Saudi Ara-
bia and the collapse of state authority 
and dissolution of the rule of law in 
Iraq, Egypt, Syria, Afghanistan, and 
Libya impede women’s fundamen-
tal freedoms ranging from the free-
dom of movement to participating 
in political life, and lead to a rise in 
tribal customs such as child/forced/
exchange marriage, selling girls, and 
honour killings. Widespread insecu-
rity and financial hardship, the harsh 
conditions of non-existent medical 
infrastructure, sexual violence and 
rape are presented in a different con-
text as a consequence of war. Even 
women working to better the condi-

tions of other women in these regions 
and to provide them with access to 
education and health are threatened 
with death by groups such as Hezbol-
lah and the Taliban. The poor condi-
tions of women in these contexts are 
also associated with how women and 
girls are pushed to become victims of 
human trafficking: labour and sexual 
exploitation.

The book highlights that women’s 
rights are also violated in progressive 
democracies and addresses the do-
mestic, physical, and sexual violence 
against women in the United States 
and Europe. Undocumented immi-
grant women in the US remain silent 
when subjugagted to the violence 
and harassment at the hands of their 
husbands or immigration author-
ities because of their status and due 
to the fear of being deported if they 
speak. Women throughout Europe, 
particularly in Turkey, are battered 
by their husbands, abused, raped or 
killed by men. In these cases, many of 
them cannot take any action or seek 
justice due to their destitution and 
the failings of their counries law en-
forcement officials and institutions. 
In an additional section, by bringing 
together the stories of women across 
the world, authors point out another 
particular form of violence against 
women, namely women’s health. This 
form of discrimination stems from 
the inherent weaknesses of national 
health systems or legal norms relat-
ing to women’s helath issues. In Afri-
ca, women suffer form poor access to 
affordable quality health care or the 
absence of health care systems. In the 
Middle East harmful traditions con-
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tinue to be practiced, such as female 
genital mutilation. In Latin America, 
restrictive abortion laws reduce ac-
cess to women to clean and safe abor-
tions. The lack of effective laws and 
policies, the lack of women in lead-
ership positions in local and nation-
al governments, and the ineffective 
responses to injustices are argued to 
cause these inequalities and maintain 
unequal rights for women.

In the last part, the book outlines the 
political constraints such as the lack 
of a functional legal system, coercive 
population control practices, and 
repressive measures, for example in 
China that undermine the civil, po-
litical and social rights of women. 
This part also addresses the forced 
veiling of women in the Middle East 
and Africa as well as on the opposite 
end of the spectrum the veiling ban 
in Belgium and France. Regardless of 
where these restrictions take place, 
they impede women’s freedoms from 
physical integrity to facing obstacles 
in pursuing their chosen careers. The 
book concludes with a policy road 
map on how to achieve real progress 
in women’s rights. It calls upon gov-
ernments to make genuine interna-
tional and national commitments in 
order to improve the legislation and 
laws, to engage with civil society and 
NGOs, and to challenge the cultural, 
religious, traditional norms, and ste-
reotypes impeding women’s rights. 

This book is designed to spotlight 
the miriad of problems women and 
girls face in the world today through 
real stories of human rights abuses. 
The book is not written from an ac-

ademic perspective; therefore it is an 
easy read. Yet, the stories regarding 
the harsh realities and conditions of 
women’s life are disturbing. The only 
criticism I could bring to this book 
is that the book fails to look into 
inequalities arising from disability, 
ethnicity, and class in which wom-
en make up the bottom tier. To sum 
up, the book is a valuable resource 
for scholars, policymakers, lawyers, 
human rights researchers, and jurists 
who seek to understand and com-
bat the multiple forms of gender in-
equalities. It offers context and coun-
try specific solutions and strategies 
and, more importantly, it provides 
us also with the stories and struggles 
of women activists who have fought 
abuse and worked to better the con-
ditions of women and children. Thus, 
the book also underlines the impor-
tance of activism for the struggle 
against the oppression of women and 
children and for initiating a change in 
the world. Such a call may motivate 
many people like the young 2014 No-
belPeace laureate Malala Yousafzai, 
who has fought for girls’ right to 
education.

These three books tackle the debate 
on women’s rights and provide dif-
ferent perspectives regarding wom-
en’s rights in different geographical 
locations and cultural contexts. The 
books present a consistent argument 
by highlighting the on-going struggle 
of women and the physical, social, 
political, and economical oppres-
sion they have been exposed to by 
the society and the state. Zempi and 
Chakraborti draw the readers’ atten-
tion to the victimisation women face 
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on the basis of their religion and eth-
nicity in a highly cosmopolitan, mul-
ticultural, and liberal country like the 
UK. Çaha outlines the long path of 
women to create feminine civil soci-
ety and the struggles of diverse wom-
en movements for the recognition of 
women’s rights in a highly homoge-
nous feminist community and in the 
public sphere of Turkey. Finally, the 
edited book by Minky Morden com-
piles the voices of victims and activists 
around the world while trying to give 
a voice to the worldwide problems of 
women and offering gender respon-
sive policies and practices. A com-
mon thread across the books is that 
if women’s issues continue to receive 
little attention both at national and 
international levels, gender justice 

will ever be an unfinished debate. In 
this sense, all three books contribute 
to pushing the gender justice agenda 
forward and provide a sociologically, 
academically, and politically engag-
ing reading about women’s struggles 
and rights around the world for re-
searchers, activists, and students who 
are interested in gender studies and 
women’s rights. 
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