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compares two of Efendi’s novels to il-
lustrate his understanding of the harem 
as supporting self-interest as distinct from 
selfishness. She shows what aspects of 
the institution of the harem Ahmet Mithat 
Efendi regarded as central to the construc-
tion of a good society. His middle class 
harem does not illustrate the traditional 
concept of an affluent, capricious, and 
loveless harem; rather it is the locus of 
women’s entrance into the real world. 
He believed that deviation from the ideal 
family structure in the harem in pursuit of 
immediate pleasures rather than true love 
would bring only misfortunes. 

Marilyn Booth focuses on the status of 
the female as a national subject in 1920’s 
Egypt in relation to the harem, arguing that 
a new literary genre appeared at this time 
addressing “fallenness” rather than prosti-
tution and its position in the social space as 
a political issue. Contextualizing her argu-
ment in a debate on representations of the 
space of the harem and that of street, she 
contrasts these texts to elite memoirs and 
biographies of female experience and reads 
them as against legalized prostitution.

Other perspectives in this collection fo-
cus on personal and domestic aspects of the 
harem. Julia Clancy-Smith’s article opens 

up a new perspective on socializing and 
recreation, such as sea bathing, in harems 
in pre-colonial Tunisia. Whereas Heghnar 
Zeitlian Watenpaugh analyses the harem in 
terms of biography and domestic architec-
ture, gender, and nostalgia in modern Syr-
ia, Nancy Micklewright unveils domestic 
interiors in photography from the late Ot-
toman era. Joan DelPlato examines cloth-
ing and eroticism in 19th century visual 
representations. Orit Bashkin scrutinizes 
harems, women, and political tyranny in 
several historical novels of Jurji Zaydan. 

In brief, this volume is a much-needed 
and long-awaited scholarly and interdisci-
plinary collection of essays on the multi-
layered nature of the harem over time and 
in various contexts as it was imagined, 
represented, and experienced in Middle 
Eastern and North African societies and 
by the visitors of these societies and it is 
hoped will stimulate further exploration 
into and fresh perspectives on this issue. It 
might be used as a textbook in the field of 
literature, cultural studies, Middle East-
ern studies, gender studies, and the visual 
arts and arts history providing insights for 
a field that is so far understudied. 

Züleyha Çolak, Columbia University

In the recent decade, the number of 
think thanks in Turkey skyrocketed. Those 
numbers should not cause overexcitement 
since along with the serious think tanks 
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many others consist solely of a catchy 
name and an internet website. Indeed, 
the think tank sector is a fledgling one in 
Turkey. The position of think tanks in the 
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policymaking process has not yet been 
consolidated. They do not have billion 
dollar budgets as their counterparts in Eu-
rope and the Americas. Thus, they mostly 
do not have the ability to recruit fulltime 
researchers that allocate their priorities ac-
cording to their research agenda. Along 
with these problems, their reputation is not 
as well established. Since the think tank 
culture is new in Turkey, some people 
are questioning their value and influence, 
while others are more cynical about their 
purpose and international links.

Nevertheless, the reports and analyses 
of these think tanks have the ability to chart 
out the direction of debates in Turkey. The 
in-depth information and recommenda-
tions of these think tanks dominate the de-
bates since most universities in Turkey are 
not interested in policy recommendations 
and the bureaucracy is unable to be criti-
cal. Despite their shortcomings, the think 
tanks in Turkey are pretty much perform-
ing activities similar to their counterparts 
in Europe and the Americas. They are also 
influential, especially in foreign policy is-
sues and internal problems that need new 
perspectives and viewpoints informed by 
social science theories.

Then how can we situate the think tanks 
in Turkey’s current context and to what ex-
tent are think tanks influential in Turkey? 
The Rise of Think Tanks: Foreign Policy 
and National Security Culture in Turkey, 
written by Bülent Aras, ŞuleToktaş and 
Ümit Kurt, unravels this complicated pic-
ture of think tanks in Turkey. The book 
is published in report format. Bülent Aras 
is currently the head of SAM, the official 
think tank of the Turkish Ministry of For-
eign Affairs, and worked for SETA as an 
expert as well. He actually is an insider 
of the think tank sector. Toktaş and Kurt 

write on security matters and civil-military 
relations. In the book, the authors argue 
that think tanks are part of the securitiza-
tion and de-securitization processes, yet 
their influence is limited since the tradi-
tional actors still dominate the process. 

The book provides a detailed picture of 
think tanks and national security culture in 
Turkey. The authors first introduce differ-
ent approaches to security by certain theo-
retical schools and come up with their own 
theoretical framework. Since the authors 
reject the state being a black box, they put 
aside the rational actor model in their re-
search. A hybrid framework consists of a 
social constructivist approach along with 
agent-structure relations, and a policymak-
ing process in a pluralist platform is em-
ployed in the study. The authors also bor-
row the “speech act” and “securitization” 
terms from the Copenhagen School.

In the second part of the book, there is 
an overview about think tanks in general 
and current Turkish think tanks. The au-
thors provide information about the func-
tions and typologies of think tanks in the 
world. Then, they give information on the 
traditional national security culture and re-
cent changes in Turkey. In this portion, 
Turkish think tanks, particularly the prom-
inent ones that are currently in the sector, 
are viewed through a historical perspec-
tive. 

The third and fourth sections consist of 
a presentation of the data gathered from 
the field study. The field study includes 
a sample of fourteen think tanks in Tur-
key. The third section delineates the de-
tailed profile of the think tank sector in 
Turkey such as the structure, activities of 
think tanks, and their relations with one 
another. The authors underline the com-
petitive nature of the sector in terms of 
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recruitment and influence on policies. The 
fourth section deals with their perspectives 
on national security and foreign policy is-
sues, so as to portray the national security 
culture of the think tanks. 

Lastly, in the conclusion, classification 
is provided along with the summary of all 
the research. The authors group the think 
tanks into three categories. The first group 
is critical and vocal about the traditional 
security perspective in Turkey, yet it does 
not have the capacity to direct the pub-
lic agenda. The second group is open to 
change to the extent that it does not chal-
lenge the red lines of the traditional secu-
rity perspective. The last group acts as the 
public diplomacy channel of the traditional 
security perspective.

The book neither overestimates the 
influence of the think tanks by portraying 
them as the primary actors nor underesti-
mates their effects by omitting them from 
the process. It suggests a well-balanced 
argumentation by channeling the views of 
both the think tank representatives and bu-
reaucratic bodies. Another positive aspect 
of the book is an up-to-date theoretical 
framework along with field research which 
makes the book one of the rare and out-
standing ones on the issue. Furthermore, 
the excerpts from the interviews enrich the 
study. The readers get the opportunity to 

observe firsthand information and perspec-
tives from people in this sector. 

I raise two points in terms of the 
book’s shortcomings. First, the theoretical 
framework used in the book could include 
the construction of identities as well. The 
think tanks are prominent addresses for 
foreign missions and think tanks to learn 
about Turkey. They also have strong in-
fluence on the construction of the other 
countries’ identities in Turkey as well. 
Thus, they contribute to the construction 
of the identities of the countries in which 
they reside as well as others’ which is an 
important aspect of foreign policy. Sec-
ond, the theoretical framework and field 
study does not appear as a strong whole. 
More references to the theory in the field 
study and evidence from the field study in 
the theoretical framework would make the 
two better intertwined. 

Overall, the book is an important source 
in furthering the understanding of the na-
tional security culture and think tanks in 
Turkey. It portrays the nature of change 
and pluralization in the security sector in 
Turkey. It also provides useful informa-
tion about think tanks in general as well. 
Thus, I think it is quite a beneficial study 
for scholars interested in these issues. 

Mehmet Yegin, Bilkent University

Stable Outside, Fragile Inside? Post-
Soviet Statehood in Central Asia brings 
together a team of authors who address 
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the complex issues of building statehood 
and state institutions in the Central Asian 
region post-independence. For nearly 20 


