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position and demands of different social
movement groups and civil society organi-
zations. Instead of treating all groups the
same, he demonstrates the diversity be-
tween and even within these groups.

Yet, his optimistic conclusion is un-
convincing given that both Iran and Egypt
are still controlled by uncompromising au-
thoritarian regimes. The reader is left with
an uncertain understanding of the author’s
conclusion. Despite the fact that the post-
Islamists lost hope for change in Iran and
post-Islamism never expanded throughout
society as a mass movement large enough
to instigate change in the Iranian regime,
Bayat ends on the note that change toward
a more pluralistic and secular society is still
possible. The Council of Guardians vetoed

the bills passed by the Iranian parliament
to reform the power structure; thousands
of reformists have been prevented from
running for office; and what little mobiliza-
tion there was among the middle class has
been broken. In Egypt Bayat also ends on
an optimistic note despite massive election
fraud, continuing repression, and preven-
tion of opposition Islamists from running
for office. Thus in both cases the conserva-
tive Islamists and the authoritarian forces
triumphed and the secular pluralist forces
were defeated. Regardless of this unex-
pectedly positive conclusion, the book is
well worth a detailed reading by scholars of
social movements, religion and politics as
well as Middle East area specialists.

S. Ilgii Ozler, State University of New York
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This edited volume brings together 23
articles by various authors who examine
different aspects of European democratisa-
tion under four headings: Concepts, Prac-
tices, Changes and Contexts.

In the first section, “Concepts;,” con-
tributors tackle different definition of de-
mocracy, drawing on discussions in classi-
cal literature and examining contemporary
challenges to democratization in the global
age. In the opening article, “Representative
Democracy: Rosanvallon on the French
Experience,” Frank R. Ankersmit claims
that representative democracy has advan-
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tages over direct democracy, as the laws
governing the former provide foundational
bases for a political order. In the following
article, “Direct Democracy, Ancient and
Modern,” Mogens H. Hansen looks at direct
democracy more closely. The author points
out that direct democracy existed only in
Ancient Greece and that several centuries
after the Hellenic era, scholars introduced
the concept of representative democracy
and institutions but no serious debate took
place regarding the democratic character
of these institutions. Hansen discusses the
prospects of revitalizing the institution of
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direct democracy through the use of mod-
ern tools. In her article, entitled “Neither
Ancient nor Modern: Rousseau’s Theory of
Democracy;” Gabriella Silvestrini discusses
Rousseau’s perception of democracy and
concludes that it had very little relevance to
majority rule. In “Representative Govern-
ment or Republic? Sieyes on Good Govern-
ment,” Christine Faure focuses on contro-
versial thinker Abbe Sieyesm, and argues
that, in his time, he suggested an elected
king who would resemble the modern in-
stitution of the President of the Republic.

The remaining articles in this section
look at the contemporary contexts of dem-
ocratic theory. In “Democratic Politics and
the Dynamics of Passions,” Chantal Mouffe
argues that democracy is not necessarily a
clash between two antagonistic sets of in-
terests. Advancing her own notion of ago-
nism, she maintains that democracy may
well be an effort to find the most reasonable
solution between pros and cons in a debate.
In “Disobedient State and Faithful Citizen?
Relocating Politics in the Age of Globaliza-
tion,” Olivia Guaraldo notes that democrat-
ic systems try to keep violence away from
democratic debates, but argues that they
exercise their monopoly on violence by us-
ing the state structures. In “The Gendered
‘Subjects’ of Political Representation,” Tuija
Pulkkinen examines the concept of ‘subject’
in the context of contemporary feminist po-
litical theory, in an effort to highlight how
the history of democratization has created
‘women’ as a political subject.

The second section, “Practices,” under-
takes several case studies to demonstrate
how democratization has become a product
of rhetorical struggles not only among po-
litical actors but also historians. In “Political

Rhetoric and the Role of Ridicule,” Quentin
Skinner looks at one form of rhetoric, ridi-
cule, pointing out that political discourse
closely follows the rules of rhetoric set out
in the textbooks of Roman and Greek au-
thors. In “Political Times and the Rhetoric
of Democratization,” Kari Palonen focuses
on how political leaders learn to perform
rhetoric properly in the public sphere.
Given the centrality of time to democratic
politics, he presents politicians as individu-
als seeking to utilize time as a political tool.
The subsequent articles turn to an inquiry
into rhetorical struggles among intellectuals
in relation to democratization. In “Democ-
ratization and the Instrumentalization of
the Past,” Irene Herrmann compares Swit-
zerland and Russia from the democratisa-
tion standpoint and concludes that in both
of these countries historians have taken
part in politics through their own work in
reference to history. In “The Rhetoric of In-
tellectual Manifestos from the First World
War to the War against Terrorism,” Marcus
Llanque looks at the use of manifestos by
intellectuals who assume the role of repre-
senting a public position, although they are
not in fact elected representatives. The final
two articles by Anna Schober and Simona
Forti study rhetorical actions by feminist
non-professionals, and the residual totali-
tarian practices in contemporary European
democracies, respectively.

The third section, “Changes,” studies
the various processes of change that con-
temporary European democracy has gone
through. The section starts with articles
that delve into the changes that have af-
fected the status of women, resulting in
greater female participation in politics. In
“Womens Partial Citizenship: Cleavages
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and Conflicts Concerning Women’s Citi-
zenship in Theory and Practice,” Claudia
Wiesner claims that, in practice, in many
contemporary European democracies gen-
der equality does not exist, and that wom-
en’s citizenship is only a ‘partial citizenship!
The following article, “Gendering Political
Representation? The Debate on Gender
Parity in France,” by Laure Bereni takes up
a case study of France, where the issue of
gender parity was addressed through legal
regulations in the 1990s.

The next two sections examine another
major transformation in the democratiza-
tion process: how the notion that delegates
participating in democratic decision-mak-
ing should not be economically dependent
produced the institution of professional rep-
resentatives. In “Political Professionalism
and Representative Democracy: Common
History, Irresolvable Linkage and Inherent
Tensions,” Jens Borchert identifies a sort of
paradox for contemporary democracies:
while the professionalization of political of-
fices is almost inevitable, it also poses many
threats to the underpinnings of democracy
and violates democratic principles. In “De-
mocratization and Professionalisation: The
Disappearance of the Polling Officer in
Germany and the Introduction of Compu-
ter Democracy;, Hubertus Buchstein looks
at another aspect of professionalization:
polling practices. He argues that the new
electronic polling systems diminish the im-
portance of voting officers, and undermine
people’s belief in democratic principles. In
“The History of Parliamentary Democracy
in Denmark in Comparative Perspective,”
Uffe Jacobsen takes a broader comparative
perspective and looks at the evolution of
European democratization by using a case
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study of Denmark. Jacobsen claims that a
scholarly study of the transition from au-
thoritarian to democratic rule reveals a re-
markable similarity between Eastern and
Western Europe.

The last section, “Contexts,” focuses on
manifestations of democratization in differ-
ent contexts through detailed case studies.
In “A Long and Hard Process of Democra-
tization: Political Representation, Election
and Democracy in Contemporary Spain,’
Gonzalo Capellan examines Spain’s uneven
and challenging democratic experience. In
“Do Political Parties Matter? Direct De-
mocracy and Electoral Struggle in Switzer-
land in the Nineteenth Century,” Pierre-
Antoine Schorderet points out that despite
the strong existence of direct democracy at
the cantonal level in Switzerland, the coun-
try has in fact developed representative
institutions and presents a combination
of both systems. In “The Breakthrough of
Universal Suffrage in Finland, 1905-1906,
Jussi Kurunmaki studies early stages of
democracy in Finland and offers an ex-
planation for the rather anomalous case of
how Finland became the first country to
introduce universal suffrage in 1906, even
before other more advanced democracies
of the time. The final two essays of the sec-
tion continue to look at specific cases. In
“Nationalism, Constitutionalism and De-
mocratization: The Basque Question in
Perspective,” Jose Maria Rosales examines
how ethnic conflict and separatism have af-
fected the broader democratization process
in Spain. In “The Dis-/Appearance of the
Demos”, Meike-Schmidt-Gleim examines
the effects of societal violence on democ-
ratization. She revisits the banlieue revolt of
2005 in France and argues that the way the
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French government responded threatened
to undermine France’s democratic princi-
ples. The book ends with “Postscript: The
Past, Present and Future of Democratiza-
tion,” in which Kari Palonen concludes with
a positive note on the future of democracy.

Although democratization experiences
have become one of the key areas of inter-
est in European politics in recent decades,
no scholarly analyses had tackled the con-
ceptual problems associated with democ-
ratization and the widely-held assumption
that the contemporary European experi-
ence presents a reference point for democ-
ratization experiences elsewhere, in an

Hezbollah: A Short History

By Augustus Richard Norton

in-depth manner found in this study. The
Ashgate Research Companion to the Politics
of Democratization in Europe provides an
incisive inquiry into the foundations and
evolution of the European democratization
experience through a good mixture of spe-
cific case studies and conceptual analyses. It
promises to be reference reading for schol-
ars and students of political science alike. It
also offers valuable insights for practition-
ers actively involved in the making and re-
making of the democratization experience
in Europe and elsewhere.

Yasar Yakis
Member of the Turkish Parliament

Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2009. vi + 199 pp., (paperback),

ISBN 978-0-691-14107-7.

The purpose of Augustus Richard Nor-
ton’s book— authored by the co-editor of
the “Princeton Studies in Muslim Politics”
series—“is to offer a more balanced and
nuanced account of this complex organiza-
tion [Hizbullah]... an honest account of the
leading Shi‘i political party in Lebanon—
Hezbollah” (pp. 8, 198). In spite of that,
there seems to be nothing fundamentally
new in Norton’s book.

It is true some mistakes were corrected
in the subsequent reprints, but many mis-
takes of principle were left unattended. For
instance, the map on page one in the “Pro-
logue” is deeply flawed. Norton insists that
the Kura district, below Tripoli, is Greek
Catholic, when the Kura is represented in

the legislature by three Greek Orthodox
members of parliament (MPs), which un-
equivocally implies that that region is pre-
dominantly Greek Orthodox. In fact, the
latest figures in light of the June 2009 elec-
tions reveal the composition of the Kura
population as 60% Greek Orthodox, 17%
Maronite, 21% Sunni, and 2% Shi‘a. Where
did the overwhelming majority of Greek
Catholics come from?

The book is composed of six chapters
and a conclusion. Chapter one surveys
the “Origins and Prehistory of Hezbol-
lah”; chapter two deals with “The Founding
of Hezbollah” The parachuted in chapter
three entitled “Being a Shi‘i Muslim in the
Twenty-first Century” seems unrelated to
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