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ering marginalized groups or as continuing
the previous economic dynamics that fueled
social polarization.

Two shortcomings should be pointed out:
First, the author does not provide explana-
tions of the technical terms related to Islamic
finance and to digital technologies. This
makes it sometimes difficult for the non-spe-
cialist reader to follow the argument. Second,

the writing style is occasionally rambling,
with the same information appearing at dif-
ferent parts of the text. Thus, the book can be
a tough read, also due to the intensity of the
details and the wide range of the author’s con-
cepts. Nevertheless, it is certainly worth the
effort. It will appeal to both students and aca-
demics interested in the contemporary econ-
omy of the Middle East, Islamic economics,
and the digital economy.
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In Myanmar’s Fragmented Democ-
racy: Transition or Illusion? by Fe-
lix Thiam Kim Tan, a comprehen-
sive analysis of Myanmar’s political
landscape in the post-junta era is
presented. The book delves into the
intricacies of Myanmar’s democra-
tization process, exploring the chal-
lenges, complexities, and limitations
that have shaped its path toward democratic
governance. Tan’s work offers valuable in-
sights into the country’s political institutions,
civil-military relations, ethnic dynamics, and
the role of external actors. Through a critical
examination of the 2008 Constitution, the
influence of the military, and the persistent
ethnic conflicts, the author unravels the com-
plexities of Myanmar’s political system and
its implications for democratic consolidation.
The book also addresses the role of external
actors such as China, the U.S., and ASEAN,
in Myanmar’s political developments, high-
lighting the need for an understanding of the

Myanmar's
Fragmented

country’s unique historical and cul-
tural context. While the book pro-
vides a comprehensive analysis sup-
ported by empirical data, histori-
cal context, and interviews, there
are certain limitations in terms of
depth and inclusion of diverse per-
spectives. Nonetheless, Myanmar’s
Fragmented Democracy is a valu-
able resource for scholars, policymakers, and
those seeking to comprehend the intricate
challenges and opportunities in Myanmar’s
ongoing democratic journey.

The book begins with an insightful overview
of Myanmar’s political history, emphasizing
the country’s decades-long military rule and
the subsequent transition to a civilian-led
government. The author highlights the chal-
lenges faced by Myanmar’s political actors,
both domestic and international, in navigat-
ing the complex landscape of democratic re-
forms. Tan skillfully explores the multifaceted
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dimensions of Myanmar’s democracy, focus-
ing on the role of the military, the centrality
of the 2008 Constitution, and the ethnic con-
flicts that continue to pose significant obsta-
cles to democratic consolidation.

One of the book’s strengths lies in its in-depth
analysis of Myanmar’s political institutions
and their impact on the democratization
process. Author provides a critical examina-
tion of the 2008 Constitution, highlighting
its inherent limitations and undemocratic
provisions. The author delves into the pow-
ers of the military, its influence over key in-
stitutions, and the challenges faced by Aung
San Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy
(NLD) in navigating the military-dominated
political landscape. This analysis sheds light
on the complexities of Myanmar’s political
system and its implications for democratic
governance.

Another key aspect of Tan’s work is his ex-
ploration of Myanmar’s ethnic dynamics and
their impact on the democratization process.
The author provides a nuanced understand-
ing of the diverse ethnic groups in Myanmar
and their struggles for autonomy and self-
determination. Author highlights the im-
portance of addressing ethnic conflicts as a
crucial component of Myanmar’s democratic
transition, emphasizing the need for inclu-
sive political dialogue and power-sharing ar-
rangements. His analysis of the peace process
and the challenges encountered in achieving
a comprehensive settlement offers valuable
insights into the complexities of Myanmar’s
political landscape.

Furthermore, the author critically examines
the role of external actors in Myanmar’s de-
mocratization process. He analyzes the in-
fluence of regional and international play-
ers, such as China, the U.S., and ASEAN,

on Myanmar’s political developments. Tan
acknowledges the complexities of external
involvement, highlighting both positive and
negative aspects. The author argues that while
international pressure and engagement can
play a constructive role in promoting demo-
cratic reforms, they must be accompanied by
an understanding of Myanmar’s unique his-
torical, cultural, and political context.

Tan’s book provides a comprehensive and
well-researched analysis of Myanmar’s politi-
cal landscape. His thorough examination of
key issues, such as the military’s influence,
the 2008 Constitution, ethnic conflicts, and
external actors, offers valuable insights into
the complexities of Myanmar’s democratic
transition. The book is enriched by a wealth
of empirical data, historical context, and in-
terviews with key stakeholders, providing
readers with a comprehensive understand-
ing of the challenges and opportunities that
Myanmar faces.

However, there are certain limitations to Tan’s
analysis. While the book covers a broad range
of topics, some sections could have been fur-
ther expanded to provide a deeper analysis
of certain aspects. For instance, the discus-
sion on the role of external actors could have
delved into the motivations, strategies, and
impacts of specific countries and organiza-
tions in more detail. Additionally, while Tan
acknowledges the importance of civil society
and grassroots movements, further explora-
tion of their role and agency within Myan-
mar’s democratization process would have
been beneficial.

Furthermore, the book could have included
more nuanced perspectives from different ac-
tors within Myanmar, including voices from
ethnic minorities and other political parties.
While the author draws on a wide range of
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sources, including interviews and scholarly
works, incorporating a diverse range of per-
spectives would have strengthened the analy-
sis and provided a more comprehensive un-
derstanding of Myanmar’s political landscape.

Myanmar’s Fragmented Democracy: Tran-
sition or Illusion? by Felix Thiam Kim Tan
is a valuable contribution to the study of
Myanmar’s political transition. The author’s
insightful analysis, supported by empirical

evidence and thorough research, sheds light
on the complexities, challenges, and oppor-
tunities that Myanmar faces in its pursuit of
democratic governance. The book offers a
nuanced understanding of Myanmar’s politi-
cal institutions, ethnic dynamics, and the role
of external actors. Despite some limitations,
Tan’s work provides an essential resource for
scholars, policymakers, and anyone inter-
ested in understanding the complexities of
Myanmar’s democratic journey.
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