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to include the views of representatives of the 
expert community and the governments of 
the countries of the region on the phenome-
non of foreign fighters. The research is overly 
Western-centric in terms of its sources. In 
addition, it lacks sociological research meth-
odologies. It would be valuable to understand 
the general population’s attitudes, both in the 
West and the East, to the foreign fighter phe-
nomenon. For example, do foreign fighters in 
Kandahar, Afghanistan, consider themselves 
heroes? The answer to this question changes a 
lot in the development of a strategy to combat 
this phenomenon. In any case, the book de-
serves serious attention from political scien-
tists, experts, and all readers interested in the 
Middle East, military issues, foreign fighters, 
and terrorism. It provides objective analysis 
and contains generally quite complete re-
search on the phenomenon of foreign fighters 
and a general view of the important regional 
conflicts of the last decades. 

‘turned jihadists’ and propagate their stories to 
highlight jihadists’ negative experiences in the 
war zone. For instance, the Saudi government 
sought to discourage its citizens from travel-
ing to Syria to fight by running interviews with 
returned and disillusioned jihadists on Saudi 
television (p. 255). Byman adds that the state 
should work side-by-side with religious lead-
ers, families, and local organizations to moni-
tor the returned individual’s progress and as-
sist him or her in finding employment (p. 264).

In conclusion, it is worth noting that Road 
Warriors is a high-quality, monograph that 
includes a solid number of sources and refer-
ences. The author uses various scientific re-
search methods, including conclusions drawn 
from interviews with representatives of the 
intelligence community. However, the mono-
graph is not without disadvantages. First, it 
does not pay enough attention to ‘Eastern’ 
sources. It would have strengthened the work 
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In recent years, much excellent re-
search has been conducted concern-
ing the Syrian War, which broke out 
in 2011. Turkey and Russia in Syria: 
Testing the Extremes  is one of these 
studies. The author’s well-researched 
and well-designed work offers valu-
able insights into the relationship 
between Turkey and Russia after the 
Syrian War within the context of an oscillation 
between the extremes of war and alliances. 

Hasan Yükselen adopts an ap-
proach that goes beyond the history 
of relations between nation-states. 
Turkey and Russia in Syria consists 
of five chapters. The first chapter ex-
amines the origins, escalation, and 
mutation of the Syrian War, which 
started with civilian protestors and 
turned ‘‘into an internal war and 

later into a proxy war’’ (p. 15). The second 
chapter, titled “Acts,” attaches importance 
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to the territorialization dynamics in Syria, 
which eventually led the U.S. and Russia to 
change their policies in line with the trans-
formation of the Syrian War. The following 
chapter is mainly devoted to an analysis of 
the factors that pushed Turkey to respond to 
the territorialization of the PYD/YPG. In the 
fourth chapter, Yükselen focuses on the oscil-
lation between Turkey and Russia, ranging 
between war and alliance. The final chapter 
turns to the prospects of Turkey’s relationship 
with the U.S. and Russia in the context of the 
Syrian War’s changing dynamics.

The book’s originality owes much to Yüksel-
en’s examination of the changing character of 
the Syrian War and its impacts on the behav-
iors of both state and non-state actors. Since 
the very beginning of the Syrian War, Turkey 
and Russia have had diverging and conflict-
ing strategic ends regarding the issues, such 
as the future of the Assad regime, opposition 
groups (pp. 41-52), and the fate of the PYD/
YPG (p. 182). However, Turkey’s downing of 
a Russian fighter aircraft gave rise to a proba-
ble war, epitomizing one extreme, the Astana 
process and the Idlib Accords, together with 
Turkey’s acquisition of Russia’s S-400 air de-
fense systems, epitomize the other extreme: 
a Russo-Turkish alliance. What pushed the 
two countries from rivalry to the edge of 
war is mainly the territorialization of terror-
ist groups such as the PYD/YPG and ISIS, 
both of which have posed a grave risk to the 
states gains and interests. Therefore, interest-
ingly enough, once the territorialization of 
the threat materialized, the terrorist organi-
zations/non-state actors began to shape ‘‘the 
behaviors of state actors—even the ones that 
were not willing to become involved’’ (p. 57). 
Yükselen successfully reveals that the territo-
rialization of security concerns forced Tur-
key to drift apart from its long-standing ally, 
the U.S., which preferred to employ the PYD/

YPG as its proxy in Syria and to address its 
security concern through military operations 
such as Operation Euphrates Shield, Op-
eration Olive Branch, and Operation Peace 
Spring.

The territorialization of threats also caused 
the deterritorialization of the Syrian regime. 
When the deterritorialization of the Syr-
ian regime became clear, Moscow chose to 
change its strategic calculus and to use its 
military instruments on the ground. This 
move also demonstrates Yükselen’s claim that 
the changing and enduring nature of the Syr-
ian War has influenced states’ behaviors (p. 
132). Another original aspect of the book 
stems from Yükselen’s depiction of the coop-
eration between the PYD/PYG-dominated 
Syrian Democratic Forces and ISIS, such as 
the Tabqa agreement giving the city of Tabqa 
to the Syrian Democratic Forces established 
to ease Turkey’s security concerns, and a 
deal aiming at transferring ISIS militants to 
Deir al-Zor from Raqqah under the broker-
age between the PYD/YPG and ISIS. These 
cooperation attempts reveal ‘‘how non-state 
actors have no restrictions in using illegiti-
mate methods to legitimize their causes and 
to revert the mechanism of proxy war upside-
down’’ (p. 103). 

Turkey and Russia in Syria, which revolves 
neatly around the Syrian War and its impacts, 
could have been strengthened by the inclu-
sion of other aspects, as follows. First, Yük-
selen touches upon the relationship between 
Turkey, the U.S., and Russia within the con-
text of the Syrian War, and non-state actors. 
He does not provide any detailed analysis of 
the effects of other state actors on their rela-
tionship, such as Iran, even though the im-
portance of its impact is acknowledged by 
the author himself on several occasions. For 
example, he notes “the Islamic Revolutionary 
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Guard Corps (IRGC) involvement and sup-
port as a part of broader Iranian strategy not 
only promoted Iran as one of the major actors 
in Syria but also offered an invaluable foothold 
for future strategic encounters that could po-
tentially constrain Israel in the Middle East” 
(p. 30). Given the significance of Iran’s foreign 
policy toward Syria and other countries, and 
Iran’s aspiration for the Shia Crescent, it is 
unfortunate that the author does not include 
these factors in the discussion.

The second shortcoming of the book is that 
the author argues that the Russian side, af-
ter the jet downing incident, preferred to get 
closer with the PYD/PYG to “constrain Tur-
key’s political and military options” (p. 139). 
Paradoxically, whilst Russia has “strived to 
constrain the process of the regime’s deterri-
torialization” (p. 161), and agreed on the ter-
ritorial integrity of Syria with Turkey, the au-
thor does not provide a convincing justifica-
tion regarding why Russia opted to cooperate 
with a terrorist organization at the expense 
of souring its relationship with Syria. The 
third problem concerns the territorialization 
of the PYD/YPG and ISIS. Yükselen offers a 
comprehensive account of the effects of the 
territorialization of the PYD/YPG and ISIS 

on both state actors and non-state actors, 
overlooking the territorialization of the Free 
Syrian Army, and its possible consequences. 
Lastly, to a large extent, Yükselen focuses on 
the impact of external factors on the forma-
tion of opposition groups; for example, the 
inaction of the U.S. and the Russian support 
to the PYD/YPG, all of which were efficient 
in the group’s efforts at territorialization and 
advance in Syria. However, except for the 
Syrian regime’s withdrawal from the North-
ern part of the country, internal factors, such 
as the role of Islam, are pigeonholed by and 
large. 

To conclude, this book not only achieves its 
aim of providing insights into the impacts 
arising from the changing nature of the Syr-
ian War, which caused Turkey and Russia to 
oscillate between the extremes of war and al-
liance, it also highlights how non-state actors 
can play a determinative role in the behaviors 
of state actors in general, by offering a criti-
cal and enlightening perspective. Thus, Yük-
selen’s study is a seminal resource for readers 
interested in the relationship between Turkey 
and Russia, the U.S.’ policy toward the Syrian 
War, proxy warfare, and the role of non-state 
actors in shaping states’ behaviors.


