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to motivate the military’s profession and in-
novation, even against the increasing societal 
conformism. Even considering their progres-
sion into the post-heroic age, Turkish society 
willingly shows consent to any security pol-
icy or defense decision in exchange for their 
liberties and incomes. Despite this fact, Ateş 
warns us that post-heroism may cause unex-
pected hardships to military innovation in 
the future.

The last chapter is written by Dağhan Yet, in 
which he stresses that Türkiye’s recent op-
erations in Syria, and Iraq and its support to 
Azerbaijan during the Second Karabakh War 
have created non-kinetic effects, which have 
dominated the information environment that 
Türkiye’s adversaries take part in. However, 
he fails to balance qualitative and quantita-
tive data; for the former, he relies too much 
on interpreting events; and for the latter, he 
excludes numbers that would verify his inter-
pretations of measurable facts, as seen in the 
only figure in the chapter.

This book will contribute to readers in various 
ways. The students of international relations 
who will read this book will eventually realize 
that their discipline is not all about defining 
realist theory and its critical approaches but 
also about why and how the notion of power 
becomes operational with concepts of effec-
tiveness or with acts of influence in a contem-
porary operational environment. Their tutors 
and scholars will become acquainted with 
how to critically challenge the current and 
‘hegemonic’ literature of military innovation 
with different and indigenous interpretations. 
The military officers who are going to read 
this book will sharpen their judgments that 
will eventually contribute to their future staff 
duties and their decisions to imply opera-
tional measures, domestically and nationally. 
However, the main contribution of this book 
is that military innovation is not a magic 
bullet that will solve structural problems of 
Turkish defense policy, but it ought to be a 
tradition in military affairs that will innovate 
defense solutions for Türkiye.
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Interestingly, peace is one of the 
few concepts in the discipline of 
International Relations (IR) that 
has not been conceptualized within 
a grand theoretical context. Man-
chester University Professor Oliver 
P. Richmond’s most recent book, 
The Grand Design: The Evolution 
of the International Peace Architec-

ture, introduces the International 
Peace Architecture (IPA) con-
cept to scholarship, which needs a 
structural and composite basis for 
peace-related concepts, theories, 
and policy analyses. IPA is an epis-
temological framework proposal 
that captures the evolving nature of 
peace over the history of the inter-

The Grand Design: 
The Evolution of the International Peace Architecture



BOOK REVIEWS

250 Insight Turkey

national system. This ‘architecture’ includes 
various forms of diplomacy, conflict reso-
lution, and mediation with specific moral/
philosophical backgrounds that develop or-
ganically and evolutionarily. It refers to an in-
tricate structure of addressing challenges and 
making peace to preserve the very nature of 
the international order. The concept of IPA 
mapped out throughout the book is key for 
elucidating the conditions for mitigating 
and averting major systemic, regional wars, 
less frequently local wars, and other conflict 
dynamics.

Richmond’s substantial contribution is the 
product of his constant critical assessments of 
the peace concept within the major IR theo-
ries. Richmond contends that IR struggles in 
the context of peace studies to comprehend 
long-term processes and transformations 
(p. 46). He proposes IPA as a historical con-
cept to explain the evolution of international 
peace practice from the 17th century to the 
present. Incorporating insights from archae-
ology, ethnography, and sociology, the au-
thor has identified six consecutive layers and 
stages. The sixth stage is a dynamic process 
that architecture is currently going through, 
which has not yet materialized and faces vari-
ous challenges. In its most basic form, the first 
stage includes the 19th-century geopolitics, 
conference diplomacy, and balance of power 
system; the second stage includes the early 
20th-century attempt to establish multilateral 
institutions and conventions; the third stage 
includes the welfare state and economic/so-
cial rights response to the socialist/subaltern 
challenge; the fourth stage reflects liberal 
peace focusing on human rights, democracy, 
and global civil society, the fifth stage reflects 
the neoliberal state-building efforts of the 
2000s, and the sixth stage reflects the transna-
tional movements of the digital international 
relations era. Moreover, each stage itself is the 

target of counter-peace challenges analyzed 
thoroughly.

The evolutionary process illustrates the 
IPA’s response to challenges from realist 
geopolitics, liberal approaches, later neolib-
eral peacebuilding, and finally the forms of 
government of the digital age. According to 
Richmond, the necessity to address exist-
ing challenges prompts the creation of new 
stages as the architecture loses its capacity 
to successfully practice peace (p. 36). Rich-
mond agrees that Western and liberal forms 
of hegemony are inherent in the IPA (p. 8). 
The difficulties that architecture faces are sig-
nificantly determined by subaltern reactions 
to that state.

The book consists of 2 main chapters and 10 
smaller chapters. Each chapter starts with a 
preliminary extract from peace agreements, 
governmental/archival documents, or classi-
cal texts to track IPA stages. Throughout the 
book, the theoretical analysis is accompanied 
by direct quotations from such sources. This 
formulation is supported by a strong theoreti-
cal sense and empirical dynamics. However, 
the research adopts a macro-scale perspec-
tive rather than a micro-analysis. The author 
underlines that his notion is a historical-po-
litical formulation rather than an institution, 
system, or constitutional framework and is 
unconstrained by any levels of analysis. The 
author’s plot shows that IPA is a distinct con-
cept from system or order, but the system can 
accelerate or limit the development of IPA.

The research is significant for current IR 
coverage since it examines the potential of 
sixth-stage IPA to adapt to the forms of war 
and violence that are taking shape in today’s 
world. Richmond argues the IPA is being 
hindered by conservative forces in the UN 
General Assembly and Security Council since 
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they consider that advancing in a progressing 
direction would be detrimental to their in-
terests and status in the current international 
hierarchy (p. 184). According to Richmond, 
as the institutions and norms of the fifth stage 
lose their legitimacy, many states and soci-
eties no longer trust the global North or the 
UN. The author asserts that in international 
architecture where the sixth stage is evolving, 
peace would no longer rest on the negotiation 
of a central liberal constitution or stabilizing 
a neoliberal order (p. 189). Throughout the 
text, the liberal peace of the West appears to 
suffer from ideological overtones and con-
tradictions. In that context, chapter 9 offers 
thought-provoking analyzes of possible de-
velopment scenarios for the sixth stage. 

When developing the IPA, Richmond adopts 
an integrative methodological approach. The 
book analyzes concepts, systems, techniques, 
and institutions. However, it omits in-depth 
case studies. It addresses the concept of peace 
from a structural and historical perspective. 
As a result, the research’s critical process trac-
ing aspect grounded in historical and archae-
ological logic comes to the fore at the expense 
of the empirical component. Although there 
are some connotations about the progressive 
conception of history in the book, there are 
also points that break the progressive para-
digm, such as the signal to return to the first 

stage after the fifth stage (pp. 115-181). The 
methodological structure was chosen to allow 
readers to explore the overall evolution of the 
architecture, understand its internal tensions 
and failures, and take a step toward final re-
form. Richmond’s research represents a shift 
in these aspects from the conventional study 
of diplomatic history, for example, the book 
does not give particular weight to leaders or 
thinkers.

Many of the book’s arguments, as the author 
points out, contravene the approaches of 
mainstream IR theory related to the concept 
of peace (p. 30). Richmond brings together 
the realist, liberal, and even critical para-
digms that the IR theory literature puts in op-
posing camps. With its intense interdisciplin-
ary tones, the book aims to meet the need for 
an advanced theoretical read in peace studies 
and IR. An average level of IR theories and 
diplomatic history background is required to 
get the maximum benefit from the book. In 
other words, the book is not appropriate for 
a quick read, so background knowledge is re-
quired to be familiar with the references and 
concepts. Additionally, Richmond’s broad 
historical narrative would maximize its scien-
tific contribution by guiding micro-scale case 
analyses. Therefore, there is a need for col-
lateral studies that demonstrate how to apply 
IPA in conflict resolution case studies.


