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Few articles make suggestions on future
lines of research but a conclusion chapter
that would make an overall assessment
would have been useful. However, this
cutting-edge work with its compara-
tive and ethnographically rich material
is a guide in itself for any researcher

and provides a fresh perspective with
its accessible language for the general
reader interested in the future of Islam
in Europe.

Ahmet Yiikleyen
University of Mississippi

Thinking Through Islamophobia: Global Perspectives

Edited by S. Sayyid and AbdoolKarim Vakil

London: Hurst and Company, 2010, 320 pages, ISBN 978185065-9907.

Thinking Through Islamophobia con-
tains 27 essays examining the concept
of Islamophobia through discussions that
cut across continents and disciplines. The
papers were originally developed for the
2008 workshop on this topic organized by
the Center of Ethnicity and Racism Stud-
ies at the University of Leeds. Together
the chapters provide a deep and compre-
hensive understanding of the history, im-
pact and breadth of Islamophobia, even
while their authors disagree on the util-
ity and credibility of the term. Readers of
the complete text will begin to appreciate
the wide range of limitations on the life
of Muslims imposed by the security lens
through which Muslims have been viewed
since 9/11 and by their historical “outsid-
er” image in societies where they are rep-
resented as “the other”. However, readers
with only time to consider one or a few
chapters may initially find it difficult to
choose among the sociological, political,
historical and philosophical selections that
are focused on Russia, China, Turkey,
Thailand, India and individual European
states, including Britain, Belgium and the
Netherlands. But a common thread runs

through the chapters in that each seeks to
clarify a specific aspect of anti-Muslim
bias. Readers beginning the collection at
any point will pick up this theme.

Terms central to understanding specif-
ic aspects of Islamophobia are developed
in these chapters from a variety of per-
spectives by different authors. Conceptual
facets of the problem that are contextual-
ized both geographically and historically
include, among others, racialization (
Vakil, p. 43, Meer and Modood, p. 74)
and cultural racism (Meer and Modood,
p.- 83), images of gender subordination
(Bano, p. 135), the “problemitisation
of the Muslim presence” (Sayyid, p. 1,
Vakil, p. 33); “micro inequities” (Khan,
p- 88), images of “moderacy” (Tyrer, p.
105), “state level ‘dialogue’ with Mus-
lim communities” (Birt, p. 123), per-
ceptions of an inherent threat posed by
Muslims (Hasimi, p. 131), and “moral
panics” (Seddon, p. 199). Appadurai’s
phrase “fear of small numbers” (Moors,
p- 157) is developed as it applies to the
politicization of “face veiling” by a small
minority of Muslim women in the Nether-
lands. The impact of the neoconservative
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narrative in globalizing Islamophobia is
explained (Hasimi), and the special his-
torical circumstances of Islamophobia in
Russia (Tlostanova), Turkey (Aktay), and
China (Yi) are provided.

The collection will be appreciated
by a wide and varied audience. Reading
the complete text will leave students and
scholars of minority/majority group rela-
tions feeling as if they had attended the
conference that provided the book’s ori-
gins. The papers are fresh and appear to
have been developed in a stimulating and
collaborative environment. General read-
ers searching for useful vantage points

from which to evaluate public policies re-
lating to Muslims’ life chances in contrast
to those of their non-Muslim neighbors
will find guidance here. Political leaders
willing to reconsider the securitization of
policies related to immigration and reli-
gious practice will come away from this
text with a greater awareness of the talent
lost to states where suspicion and distrust
of Islam make it difficult for Muslims to
fully engage in the societies in which they
make their home.

Pamela Irving Jackson
Rhode Island College

Global Security Watch: The Caucasus States

By Houman A. Sadri

Santa Barbara, California: Praeger, 2010, 270 pages, ISBN 9780313379802.

Global Security Watch: The Caucasus
States by Professor Houman A. Sadri of
the University of Central Florida is an im-
portant addition to the Praeger series that
has produced insightful studies on coun-
tries such as Iran, Russia and Turkey. Pro-
fessor Sadri, an active participant in the
International Studies Association’s (ISA)
Post Communist States in International
Relations group, is a committed scholar
of the region. In the past few years he has
published papers and book chapters on en-
ergy politics and on the regional relations
of the states of the Caucasus and Caspian
Sea basin. In the present work, Profes-
sor Sadri focuses attention on the states
of the South Caucasus region (Azerbaijan,
Armenia and Georgia, the newly indepen-
dent states of the former USSR), examin-
ing the domestic milieu of each actor, as

well as their regional relations and the role
of major powers, which, in the context
of this work are defined as the European
Union, Russia and the United States. The
primary argument of The Caucasus States
is that neither the “clash of civilizations”
thesis (propounded in the early 1990s by
the late Samuel Huntington), nor argu-
ments saying there is a New Cold War (or
new “Great Game”) fits with contempo-
rary regional realities. On the contrary, in
Professor Sadri’s view, it is a confluence
of factors (notably, historical, geopoliti-
cal, resource, demographic and religious)
and actor interests that best explains the
situation of the South Caucasus.

The Caucasus States, like other entries
in the Global Security Watch series, is de-
signed to survey important security issues
of the region, principally from a ‘widen-
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