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Turkey and Transatlantic Relations,

edited by Aylin Unver Noi and Sa-

sha Toperich, focuses on Turkey’s
transatlantic relations through the
contributions of thirty authors. The

book emphasizes the past, present

and future of Turkey’s position in
transatlantic alliances. It consists of

five parts and 23 chapters, prefaced

by an introduction by Toperich and Noi. The
book covers the period from the 1950s to the
present. Some chapters are particularly fo-
cused on current affairs.

In the introduction of the book, Noi and To-
perich introduce the Marshall Plan, which
established the liberal international order
and created the roots of the transatlantic al-
liance of the United States. According to Noi
and Toperich, although transatlantic values
(democracy, free enterprise) are still valid,
the members of the alliance are now facing
new challenges such as instability in Europe,
security problems and decreased public con-
fidence in institutions. Nowadays, the world
is changing faster than ever due to globaliza-
tion (p. xiv). Certainly, this affects Turkey as
well, and Turkey is repositioning itself in the
changing world (p. xxiii).

The book follows at general-to-specific pat-
tern. It begins with an overview of Turkey’s
transatlantic relations and progresses to more
specific topics such as trade and energy secu-
rity. The first part of the book includes, five
chapters. These chapters introduce Turkey’s

relations with international and
regional organizations such as the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) and the European Coun-
cil (EUCO). In this part, the writers
rightly pay attention to the periods
in which Turkey joined in these or-
ganizations and Turkey’s internal
and external developments during
the era. Perhaps the most important question
asked in this section of the book is whether
the reasons that contributed to Turkey’s ad-
mission into these organizations are still valid.

The second part of the book has only two
chapters. In these chapters, the writers eval-
uate Turkey’s relations with the European
Union (EU) and the United States (U.S.)
from the past to the present and focus on the
problems in these relations and their solu-
tions. The third part of the book includes, five
chapters. These chapters introduce Turkey’s
competitors, such as Russia in the Black Sea
and the EU in the Western Balkans, and Tur-
key’s short and long-term objectives in these
regions, such as developing bilateral relations
with the Western Balkan countries and cre-
ating a peaceful region to increase economic
cooperation and integration in the Black Sea.
The fact that the authors discuss topics in this
part of the book from both Turkish and Eu-
ropean perspectives increases the value of the
book.

Four separate chapters in the fourth section
discuss the relations between Turkey-Russia

2020 SPRING 229



BOOK REVIEWS

and Turkey-China in order to look at the im-
pact of U.S.-West and U.S.-Turkey relations.
Both sets of relations are examined from
American and Turkish perspectives. In the
fifth and final part of the book, the authors
discuss several issues ranging from trade to
energy and terrorism and locate these issues
in the context of Turkey’s transatlantic rela-
tions. One of the positive features of the book
is that these issues are addressed in a full sep-
arate part of their own.

The book is not free of weaknesses. To begin
with, not all of the book’s 23 chapters have the
same depth. In some sections, certain signifi-
cant issues are not adequately addressed. For
example, several chapters broach the issue of
globalization and its effects on the interna-
tional system, such as the reorganization of
international relations, yet what, if anything,
Turkey can offer to these organizations in
a changing world remains vague. After all,
Turkey must offer something useful such as
a strong economy or a powerful military in
order to become a member of these organiza-
tions or to remain strong in them. Turkey and
Transatlantic Relations also fails to adequately
address the rise of the far-right and populism
in Europe as a crucial dynamic in EU-Turkey
relations. Although seemingly a domestic is-
sue, extreme right and populist parties are
now strong factors shaping Turkey’s role in
transatlantic relations. Moreover, Turkey’s
location is often mentioned in the book, yet
this is a worn-out dynamic. In fact, Turkey’s
location sometimes presents disadvantages.
For instance, one of the main reasons why
Turkey is still not a full member of the Eu-
ropean Union involves Turkey’s neighboring
countries in the Middle East.! Furthermore,
the new advancements in military technol-
ogy, especially remote-controlled combat
devices, have somewhat reduced America’s
dependence on U.S. military bases in Turkey.?

In the first and second parts of the book, the
authors mainly provide a general framework
of Turkey’s relations with international orga-
nizations such as NATO and the EU. In these
parts, the authors almost exclusively evalu-
ate these relations from Turkey’s perspective.
For example, they talk about changes in these
international organizations due to globaliza-
tion; however, this is insufficient to under-
stand the transformations that are occurring.
In fact, one of the most heated and founda-
tional debates in international relations today
is the validity and survival of these interna-
tional organizations.® For example, NATO no
longer reflects a common strategic reality as
questioned by French President Emmanuel
Macron.* Moreover, more than half of Euro-
peans believe that the EU will collapse within
20 years.”

Moreover, Turkey’s discomfort and disagree-
ments with international organizations are
approached only from Turkey’s point of view.
The critiques against Turkey that have been
made by Turkey’s allies are only mentioned
a few times. For instance, while Turkey had
been suggested as a role model for the Middle
East and North Africa starting in the 1990s,
this is no longer the case today.® The book
sorely glosses over this process and appears
to play down the transformations in Turkish
politics and society in this period.

In conclusion, Turkey and Transatlantic Re-
lations is a noteworthy contribution to the
literature of Turkish studies despite some
shortcomings. It offers sharp analyses of
single issues and bilateral relations from dif-
ferent perspectives and systematically analy-
ses Turkey’s goals, expectations and troubles
in transatlantic alliances in multiple aspects
such as terrorism and trade. It is also easy
to read and follow. For these reasons, the
book is highly recommended for academics
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and general readers interested in learning
more about Turkey’s place in transatlantic
relations.
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In the history of Turkish-American
relations, there have always been
ups and downs. Turkey and the U.S.
experienced many crises in the last
century, and today, no one would
deny that we are witnessing one of
the most crucial moments with the
Trump Administration. But when it
comes to times of crisis like this, it
is important to remember the history of re-
lations and how they have deepened in the
nearly one-and-a-half century-long history of
the two countries. Because, whenever a prob-
lem occurs—small or big—somehow relations
come back on track after a while. The reasons
lie in the origins of the relations. Indeed,

Hacer Bahar’s From Empire to Re-
public has important insights about
one of the most important pillars
of Turkey-U.S. relations: American
missionaries and their educational
legacy in Turkey, particularly Rob-
ert College. The college itself has a
very important place in the history
of relations because many impor-
tant Turkish bureaucrats, even prime minis-
ters such as Ecevit and Ciller, are alumni of
Robert College.

From Empire to Republic was originally Ba-
har’s master’s thesis, written under the su-
pervision of Dr. Jan Stievermann at the
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