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or both would accept a plan would be be-
cause of the pressure from major interna-
tional powers. Always leaving the possibil-
ity open that the unsatisfied side would try 
and change and/or reverse any potential 
future agreement. 

In the two volumes of the book, the 
author gave an insightful and comprehen-
sive analysis and he showed goodwill in his 
intention and recommendations for the 
solution on the questions of Cyprus. If the 
author had explained and analyzed the im-
pact of international developments on the 
Cyprus question after the post Annan era, 
the work would have been more thorough 

and relevant. Because the question of Cy-
prus can be compared to the continuing 
global trend towards separation of certain 
nations today, like the independence of Ko-
sovo. Despite his lack of emphasis on the 
terror faced by Turkish Cypriots, particu-
larly in the period between 1963-1974, and 
the extreme hardships the embargo con-
tinues to impose on Turkish Cypriots, the 
author did try to objectively understand 
and evaluate the arguments and positions 
of Turkish Cypriots. 

Kamer Kasım 
Abant İzzet Baysal University

The European Commission, once as-
serted that “even before Bulgaria and Ro-
mania joined the Union, Turkey and Croa-
tia, had begun joining the EU. Negotiations 
with Croatia may be concluded within a 
few years, while those with Turkey are ex-
pected to take considerably longer.”1 Yet 
the crux of the matter is that Turkey’s full 
membership negotiation in the EU was not 
fruitful over the previous four decades. De-
bates over Turkey’s full membership in the 
European Union (EU) have been gaining 
salience not only as a matter of scholarly 
interest in Europe but also as a major issue 
in Turkey. Akçapar’s book sets out to ex-
amine the optimal future of the EU mem-
bership process for Turkey. The book seeks 

to address the wide dimensions of the rela-
tionships between Turkey, Europe, and the 
United States (US). The major hypothesis 
that gives substance to the book is to en-
gender the policies for Turkey, Europe, the 
US, and the neighbours of Europe. 

Akçapar’s book aims to fill the gap be-
tween the EU and Turkey’s full member-
ship perceptions. His purpose is to study 
and analyze from various perspectives the 
benefits of Turkey’s membership in the EU. 
In terms of Turkey’s full membership in the 
EU, however, Akçapar seeks to elucidate a 
pivotal argument convincingly perceiving 
his book as an account of a case study for 
Turkey joining the EU as a full member. In-
deed, as Akçapar claims in the first chapter, 
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while Turkey has maintained its focus on 
full membership in the EU, the successive 
EU decision makers barred tangible prog-
ress to that effect. Similarly, it is argued that 
a breakthrough was achieved in December 
1999, when the Helsinki Summit officially 
recognized Turkey without any precondi-
tion as an accession candidate on an equal 
footing with the other candidate states. (p. 
35) Proceeding from the European future 
of Turkey the author points out to numer-
ous reports in the second chapter that may 
have influenced the EU’s thinking on Tur-
key’s membership in the EU. The reports 
represent that Turkey’s membership aspi-
rations are widely seen as a threat to the 
EU’s integration. However, Turkey is an 
astonishing opportunity for the EU. In the 
central chapters, Akçapar turns to the EU 
integration, and the asymmetrical policies 
between the EU and the US on internation-
al issues, such as the 2003 Iraqi invasion. 

The main innovative contribution of 
the book in Chapter Five is its attempt to 
understand the question of whether Turkey 
should be more or less engaged in its neigh-
borhood (Lebanon, Iraq and Syria), which 
has yet to be fully resolved. Probably one of 
the reasons for the tendency to explain the 
regional role of Turkey is that the Europe-
anization of the foreign and security policy 
of Turkey can no longer be dissociated from 
the imperative to engage in the surround-
ing region. (p. 112) In order to substantiate 
the nature of the US‒Turkey relationship, 
the author argues that the US and Turkey 
have been longstanding allies and partners. 
One interesting point, which emerges from 
this analysis, is the importance that Turkey 
holds for the US and equally for the EU is 
not contested. However, the debate about 
Turkey’s eventual membership in the EU 
is far from over (p. 163) and the negotia-

tions involve an intricate process. The chief 
conclusions emerge that first, by opening 
the accession negotiation of the EU with 
Turkey, a dreaded EU “Superstate” does 
not emerge. Second, Turkish membership 
becomes meaningful wherein the EU had 
been seeking a more integrated foreign and 
security policy. 

Akçapar is to be commended for em-
barking on a complicated and extensive 
subject. However, his study has several 
shortcomings. First, from an internation-
al relations theoretical point of view, the 
approach of the book is not sufficiently 
comprehensive. Moreover, theorizing Eu-
ropean integration could be realized by ap-
plying the English School of international 
relations theory.2 In addressing European 
integration, the English School views that 
primary institutions could bind the in-
ternal and external integration of Europe 
together. Therefore, primary institutions 
are the key to understanding the practices 
within Europe such as bilateral and multi-
lateral relations with other players. Among 
the master primary institutions, diplomacy 
is pertinent in that context as the author 
accentuates the role of negotiation between 
Turkey and the EU. Second, a further weak-
ness is the lack of a clear methodology. Due 
to the key role that language plays in ne-
gotiation, narrative analysis could prob-
ably be adopted to study policy formation. 
Third, regarding the data collection in this 
book, the majority of data has been chosen 
from the existing literature while the cur-
rent data on the European Commission 
could be a valuable source. Fourth, while 
Turkey’s membership in the EU is exam-
ined and that is expected to find new prac-
tices for the issue, Akçapar turns to the US‒
Turkish relationship as a comparison, but 
it could be argued that this is not within 
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the parameters of this study. Fifth, Akcapar 
exaggerates the praise Turkey is receiving 
by regional public opinion due to Turkey’s 
increased activism in the region. (p.78) 

Although other solutions rather than 
the ones now adopted could have been part 
of the book, the book highlights the EU’s 
approach to the world outside its borders 
and the current developments of the Eu-
ropean Neighborhood policy. In the par-
ticular case of Turkey, this book provides 
insightful information on what is going on 
both from the perspective of the EU and 
Turkey. Researchers examining Turkey’s 
current policies as well as those concerned 

with European studies, in general, should 
closely read this book. 

Fatemeh Shayan
University of Tampere, Finland 
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The term “global war on terror” is no 
longer fashionable. Lip service is now paid 
to the idea that diplomacy and develop-
ment are essential components of the ef-
fort to counter Islamic extremism, and the 
realization is growing that making armed 
force the “default option” for dealing with 
terrorism perpetrated in the name of Islam 
is probably strengthening the hand of the 
terrorists. Meanwhile, on the other side of 
Samuel Huntington’s “civilizational divide” 
there is an appreciation that, however bru-
tal and mindless the U.S.-led war on terror 
and attendant nation-building efforts have 
been, and however incompetent, corrupt 
and repressive governments in much of 
the Muslim world have become, the re-
placement of such regimes by the leaders 
of those who now slaughter Westerners 

and Muslims in the name of Islam would 
make matters worse than they are at pres-
ent. A serious effort on both sides to act 
on these realizations and to find common 
ground across the divide would seem to be 
in order.

“The Unmaking of the Middle East,” 
Jeremy Salt’s extensively and generally well 
documented, solidly analytical and deeply 
outraged account of Western domination 
of the region from Napoleon’s invasion of 
Egypt in 1798 to the middle of the present 
decade, details many, if not all, the prob-
lems that make it unlikely a serious search 
for common ground will be undertaken, 
let alone succeed. Professor Salt teaches in 
the political science department at Bilkent 
University, Ankara and has been involved 
with the Middle East since arriving in Bei-
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